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1% ͤ | September 21. 
was ſurprized to-day. by 4 
| I > viſitor. to my mother. Miſs 
Jean Burchell came to pay her re- 
ſpects to her: I have told you they cor- 
. reſponded. My mother, it ſeems, had 
given her notice of the time ſhe intended 

| being i in town: the young lady had been 
to wait on her in St. James's Street, and 
Was from thence directed by the ſervant, 
WhO ke t the bouſe, to our ne bog ines. 
P. * . 185 . 
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She is really a very lovely young wo- 
man; and there is ſomething ſo inſimüit- 


ing in her manner, that there is no ſeeing 
her without being prejudiced in her fa- 
vour! She changed colour when my mo- 
ther preſented me ro her by my name; 


but, at the ſame time, ſurveyed me with | 


à ſcrutinous eye. My mother aſked her, 
had ſhe ſeen Mr. Faulkland fince his re- 
turn to England. She anſwered, No, with 


a ſigh; but that ſhe believed he had been 


at Putney. To ſee his ſon, ſaid my mother? 
without reflecting, that Miſs Burchell had 
avoided mentioning that circumſtance, 
and ſtopped upon naming the place 
where the child was at nurſe. Ves, te 
replied, In 4 timorous accent, and ſteal- 
ing a look at me. The woman told me, 
- that a young gentleman had been there 
about fix weeks ago, who ſaid he came 


; from the child's father abroad; and made 


ber a handſome preſent. As 1 did not 
then know Mr. Faulkland was returned 
to England, I ſhould not have ſuſpected 


it was he himſelf who had called, if His ⁵ 
houſekeeper (chat gentlewoman in whoſe. 


. 


was for the child's uſe; and Thi | 


Miſs Sidney OY 3 
care he left me) had not come to me 
from him. She is ſettled now in a lodg · 
ing-houſe; and Mir, Faulkland,. dh his 
coming to London, went to her, to en- 
quite Where the child was, Sh told ße 
he enquired civilly after me, and gave her 


a letter for me, Which the goodinacuretl 


woman joyfully brought me; but it con- 
tained nothing but a bill of 4 Hundred 
pounds, with two or chree Unes, polite 
indeed; but not kind, to inform the it 

* hear 


nothing of him ſince. . 
My mother told her, chat 28 MI. 
Faulkland was returned again, probably 


to continue in England, mne did not de- 
ſpair of his being brought to do ker Juſtices / 
eſpecially as ſhe muſt ſuppoſe the fight f 
the child had made an impreſſion on Him. | 
She then, without ceremony, entered into 
a derail! of my unhappy fibty ? ſhe 44 
fall of it; and [ha as you Know, > 
very communicative temper, male flo 


ſcruple to inform Mifs Burchefl of every 


particular. She ſeemed very much af- 
1 with the ſtory, and i WER! ay and 


W 
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pale Os 5 eſpecially at finding her 
.aunt ſo deeply concerned in it. She ex- 
claimed againſt her harbarity, reproached- 
Mr. Arnold for his injurious ſuſpicions, 


and condoled obligingly with me on the 


.wrongs I had received; and yet, my Ce- 


cilia, would you believe it, I thought I 
could diſcoyer, through all this, ack Miſs 


2 Burchell was not entirely free, from doubt 
in regard to my innocencg. This obſery- 
ation I gathered. only from certain looks 
that ſhe caſt at 1 me, as my mother related 
the pafſages. There are little minute 
touches on the countenance Jomerimes, 
Which are fo tranſient they can hardly be 
overtaken: by the eye, and which, From 
the Palio ions being ſtrongly guard ed. that 
give fie to "theſe emotions, are ſo fi 
that a, common obſeryer, cannot diſcover 


| QZhem At all. I am, ſure my mother did 
Ta? not; but my ſenſihility was. particularly- 


Jouzed at her. relating a ſtory that I did 
not then wiſh to have divulged; and I was 
00 much intereſted in the narrative, not 
0 attend pregiſely to its effects on the 
Carer... of 


Wy 


1 8 4 ſurpr 


LI 3 
» 


b4 m neither angry. with, nor 
3 © VEE 2 


* 


ticiſm on this occafion. © She Toves, N 
Faulkland, and had not herlelk t the Power 
to reſiſt him: "ſhe knows. he once loxed 


Lg 


me, and! may fancy he does ſo Kill; ; Nays, 


thinks perhaps F am not indifferent tor 
wards. him : ſhe i is a ranger t to, 7% hearty 


3 4111 


but is convinced, that her aunt is bale; 


enough, firſt to enſnare to vice, and then 
to betray. Upon the whole, there is, no- 


thing unnatural in her faſpicions 4, bug. 


I think they could. nat Proceed from, 1 
virtuous mind. 


Upon Miſs Burchell's taking leave, my, 2 
” mother abe her a general invitation. to 
come to her as often as the had. leiſurg; 75 
telling her, ſhe muſt not take i it "amiſs if - 


ſhe did not* return her vilits, as "her health. 


Would not permit her to go much abroad.” 
* Miſs Burchell, it md, has 4 4 fiouſe 


(not lodging) in a "ele ſtreet in Wett 


minſter, where ſhe Has been I ſitice Me 


op 3 


- 2775 Sidney Daub. 1 2 
ſorprized at, Miſs Burchell, for her {ee} p. 


nt 


quitted her aunt, to whom me never alk. "=> 
covered where ſhe lived. Her *forriitie' | 0 
enables her to appear very genteelly in the 
_ Private manner ſhe chufes to live. "She 


6 MZ NO IRS of 


goes. but ſeldom into publick, and has 
but a narrow circle of acquaintance. Thoſe 
are all of her own ſex, and of the beſt cha- 
rater ; And ſhe has had the good fortune 
to preſerve her reputation unſuſpected; ſo 
that, I bope, ſhe may yet retrieve her er- 
ror by an advantageous. match, fhould 
1 ꝗ 1 F ne py continue averſe to 


aps 28.— —1 The had: a letter from 
Patty: ſhe tells me, her maſter is returned 
home; and adds, To be ſure, that vile 
8 wicked wretch let him know you were 
e 80 ne.” She fays, he called for the two 

| dear babes, and kiſſed them both. Patty 
carried the youngeſt to him in her arms, 
| the, other in her band, and ſhe ſays, bs. 
| lopked, troubled, How: came you not to 
follow ) your lady, Mrs, Martha, faid he? 
She replied, My Lady was willing, Sir, 
that J ſhould ſtay to look after the chil- 
dren—And to be a ſpy upon my nr 
T ſuppoſe Is not that to be part of your 
employment. too? Ah! Patty, Patty; Mrs: 
e e better 10 une to her πnen 
a _— 


„ 
Le ls 


0 14 
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conduct. Patty made no anſmer,. but re- 


tired in tears. Every one in the houſe, 


| ſhe writes, is broken-hearted; but ja | 


Mr. Arnold is never at home, fpending 
his whole time with Mrs. Gerrarde, whom 
the girl, in the. overflawings of her zeab 


for me, heartily execrates. She inform- 
ed him, that I was gone to London, and 
purpoſed living with my n. who 


was now there, 


} 


Onder ale Juſt eg a lets 


ter from Lady V—: She tells me ſhe ſent 
twice to invite Mr. Arnold to dine with 
them, in order, if poſſible, to lead him 
into a converſation, by which they hoped, 


in ſome- meaſure, to have cleared my in- 


nocence, as my lord could take upon him 
to juſtify Mr. Faulkland ; but he declined 
coming. not knowing, perhaps, that Mr. 
Faulkland was abſent from V— hall. She 
faid, her lord had gone to South-Park 5 


but either Mr. Arnold was not at home, 


or denied himſelf. My Lady adds, It 


is a delicate” affair to intetpoſe in $"yer _ 
6 would I have ventured to hare wrote to 


e * | « your - 
* S P 
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© yay had mademeprivy tothe cauſe of your. 
< p# is plain, by his avoiding us, 

© it is 9 he does not care to come 
© to an explanation upon. Let me have 
© your. ſeqtiments, and 1 will. act accord- 


1 


tt HERE © 4 . wk * 


EI ads Yom letter dir diy, 6 


5 beg of her to leave the matter as it is. 
Mrs. Gerrarde's teſtimony will have more 
weight than all my good lord or lady 


could urge in my favour: beſides, they 


are not furniſned with ſufficient weapons 
to combat againſt ſuch an enemy: they 
know nothing of Miſs Burchell's. ſtory ; 
my regard to her character prevented 

from giving my lady this ee of het 


_ aunt's baſeneſs. 1 ſuppoſe the ſame reaſon 
may have cloſed Mr.F aulkland's lips onthat 


ſubject: ſo that they have nothing to al- 
lege againſt Mrs. Gerrarde, which would 
help to invalidate her teſtimony, wh. re- 
Sard to Mr. Faulkland and me. Mr. 


2 3 Indeed, : knows that ſhe- For for 


2 


z, if, Serre ul OR you 
Junge eien my telling him, that 


this ſecret, in order to criminate Mrs. 


172 town, * can, with due tenderneſs 10 15 


cauſed a deviation from chaftity - 


I cannot think of e eee. 
Miſs Burchell by giving” up her ſecret. 


Though it might contribute to clear me, 


by rutning Mr. Arnolcks ſufpieions on 
Mrs. Gerrarde, yet would the dare great 


reaſon to reſent it; more eſpecially as ſe 


is now, by a blameleſs life, endeavouring; 
to blot out the memory of her fault. 
Though my Lady V is very prudent, 
her zeal for me, and my Tord's good» 
natured eatneſtneſs in my cauſe, might 
render them unguarded on the occafion; 


and ſhould they attempt to make uſe of 


Gerrarde,' it might, at the ſame "rime, = 
bring malicious cenſüres 5 th on Mis 
Burchell and Mr. Faulklan Tek wh CO 1 

think, upon the whole, my mother is 
. propereſt perſon to mediate un this 
nice occaſion, ' When Mr, Atnold Tomes 


B 3 £2 
at 
— 
* * we 
a i 
; 7 
= . 2 Ayr 


3% 
1 xy a 


i: ans of. 


— nos diſclo the whole affair | 
toi him: The knowlege of this black 
a-Getrarde's character, joined 

to her arguments, may perhaps have ſome 


—— | 


weight; though, to tell you the. ſecret: 
bodings of my heart, I expect not much 


from this. I have. loſt my huſband's love: 


Mrs. Gerrarde poſſeſſes i it all; and who 
knows. w 


pretencs fon — an ; unhappy wise. 


Lyiſh,. however, Mr. Faulkland were re- 
know of his: abſence at this juncture, he: 
might imagine e be was * in. 
ſt of. . 


| | Oaber eh the ſcene is chimney: 
ed, my ſiſter! What a melancholy reverſe 
is here, to my late proſpect of domeſtic: 


happineſs); I pas my nights in tears, andi 


bitter reflections on my diſmal. ſituation. 
My days are ſpent in a painful eonſtraint, 
to conceal the anguiſſi of my own. heart,, 
chat L. may not aggravate that of my poor 


. My endeavours to be chearful, 
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of it. I know Mr. Faulkland is raſu, 
hen provokęed. Rather let my ſuſfer- 
ee — 2 ie wipppediin ar | 
* I "livin, 2 


is. much more compoſed, and ſeoms re- 
ſigned to our fate, Patientſy uaiting for @ 
change. I think too ſhe is rarher better 
in her health; he- has had che advice of 
a phyſician of eminent ſkill; the medi- 
eines preſeribed, he gives us hopes, will 


keep her diſorder at leaſt from gaining 
ground; ang: we CEN eating | 


ſome years. t 


res ne e ker nave give is 


George an account of my unhappy ſtorys: 


till I hear that Mr. Faulkland has, left 


bim; becauſe 1 my brother would 


conceal nothing from him; and, if poſ- 


gions. of Him concealed. I have: many 
reaſons for this z my own delicacy would 

receive a wound by it; for who knows 
what judgment Mr. Faulkland might 
form” on this knowlege? But my moſt 


material Objection is, ſhould he attempt 
to vindicate his own hen 


r, what mighe 
Be the oonſequence! 1 ſhudder to thinßß 


N wenns of W 


K 


of ee SAY p 


. 2 r bebe 5+ a$; 
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Hand is returned from his viſit wane bro- 


ther. He was ſoon informed of my. parts 


ing with. Mr. Arnold.; tis the talk of the 
neighbourhood; every body lays it on 
Mrs. Gerrarde. Mr. Faulkland was very 
- Inquilitive. to learn particulars. from my 
lady, which, he ſaid, he was fure- I had 
told her; but ſhe took care not to give 


him the leaſt hint which could lead him 
to ſuppoſe that He had any ſhare in my 


fate. She fays, he raves like a madman; 
and that ſhe finds it abſolutely neceſſary 
to keep him in ignorance of the truths. 
She was obliged to tell him, that my hav- 
ing diſcovered Mr. Arnold's amour with 


cauſe of our ſeparation, He aſked her, 
Was the fure there was no other Þ adding, 
Fhat he thought my temper had been too 


e to fly, on a ſudden, to ſuch ex- 


f 2 e to aſl 
25 | him, 


rarde? He replied, He did fo 


| having formerly known. her at Bath. She 
concludes with telling me, That Mr. Ar- 
nold is become quite inviſible to every 
friend he has, ew Zerrarde 3 
kam wholly: 07 x8 | 
I hope Mr. Faulkland ag! not wet 
ki much He is concerned in my misfor= 
tune: my abſenting myſelf, for ſome time 
before I left home, from V—hall, and my 


departure from my huſband, immediately 


after my interview with Mr. Faulkland, 
at Mrs. Gerrarde's, may raiſe ſome diſtruſt 
in his mind; but, while it continues. 
merely ſurmiſe, he ean have no pretence 


for requiring an explanation from Mr. 


Arnold; fo that, if my huſband keeps 
his own council, which he ſeems inclined: 
to 1 aer, Mr a e. W J reſenv e. 


Sir George, and given bim a fall ab- | 
count of my fit n 


MMO IRS of |" 


14 | 
be would not take any notice of the ain 

till he a us. My hiqther, perhaps, 
may think! af. aways with tenderneſs and 
ſafety; to xtmoye: Mr. Arnold's: doubts, 
without farthey expoſing. my reputation, 


or laying; my huſband open to miſchief. 
A prudent, cool, and at the ſame time 


zealpus friend; might deviſe ſome! means 
to affect this; but I fear my brother 
diſregard to Mr. Arnold, his diminifhe 

love for me, and his reſentment to my 
mother, will prevent him from engaging. 
with that alacrity or precaution that the 
nicety of eircumſtances may require. 


E 
will, therefore, wait with patience, till. 
God, in his own time, ſhall raiſe me 
from the ſtate of. leg into, Aves | 
. 


© 7 - - 4 * 


neee in i en pace | 
does time advance- to the wretched t how: 
diſmal are thoſe hours which are ſpent” in 
reflecting on loſt: happineſs. O Faulk- 
land ! how light was thy tranſgrefſivn, if 
ur conſider the-confequences, | compared 


N 188 a 0p mm. me from my 
home, 


* 

53 

2 
1 


am of ſo patient and 
_ my wrongs may W comes.” 
to · 
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Bom, and from my children l ſteeled my? = 
huſband's heart againſt me, heaped infa- 
my on u head, and loaded my mother's: 
age with ſorrow- and remorſe F All this 
the fatal conſequence of Mr. Artiold's 


breach: of his marriage- vow: all this, and 


much more, I fear, that is to coe. 
We keep ourſol ves entirely concealed! 
from the knowlegs of all. our acqudint. 


ance : not a mortal viſits us, but, now! 


and then, Miſs Burchell; and I have 551 
ver ſtirred out of doors but to church... 


mY 


:  Oftober 26.—8lr George: ak anwereg 


my mother's letter, juſt as T feared he- 
would: he ſpeaks. of Mr. Arnold: with. 
more contempt and averſion, than he does: 


of me with - pity. or brotherly kindneſs. 
He ſays, It is well: for him, that Mr. 
Faulkland knows. not of his injurious: 
« fuſpiciow of him, or he would vindicate- 


 % himſelf in a manner he little thinks of.“ 
Fe tells us, He does not know (at this: 


diſtance) how to adviſe; but that, as 1 
rden a ſpirit, he 


16 Mx Mels A 
to town, hitch cannot yet be webe "ILY 
or four weeks, having leaſes to renew with 


Rocks ro do in the . —80 ns for 


1 + =” ES ERS 
2 4 A Cds + « 


: Ro ! 


Ohle; 3 nomforts are cireum- 


ſeribed within a very narrow compaſs; 


for 1 cannot reckon one, but what I re- 


_ ceive from poor Patty's letters, who ne- 


ver fails to ſend me Weekly an account of 


my dear little children. They are well, 


thank God, and not yet abandoned by 
their father; but even the knowlege of 


this is imbittered by repeated hints of Mr. 


Arnold's loft condition. Loſt, I may call 
it; for his whole ſoul is abſorbed in the 
mad purſuit of his own ruin. The poor 
girl, in the bitterneſs of her indignation, 
tells me, he has made Mrs. Gerrarde a 
preſent of a favourite little pad of mine: 
ſhe ſays, ſhe had a mind to. tear her off, 
when, ſhe ſaw her mounted upon it. 
Iich not to be told of any of. Mr. 
Arnold's motions, and ſhould bis 2 


but that I fear my letter might fall into 
Mr. Arnold*s he 


as. 


Miſt Sidney 2 17 


: his curioſity might 
| lead” him! 0h pm A rbfr the conſcious 
mind will deſcend to meanneſſes); and, 
if he ſhould ſee my prohibitio | 
be ſatisfied that his ſervant was too free 


n; he would 


— N 8 
* 
* 


in her cenſures. I am ſure he is quite 5 


unconcerned at m knowing his conduct; 


but I would not, nevertheleſs, for my 


children's ſake, bring this tender, faithful 
poor creature into diſgrace with him, by 


convincing: him of the liberty ſhe takes, 


n he _ very menen re it. 


SY 
 Oftoer: ee hay h our e 5 


knce, who happened to ſee me at churehyj} 


came to pay me a viſit to-day. It 


ſhe is intimate with the widow Arnolds, 
who told her, very lately, that ſhe was 
impatient for the commencement of term, 
as ſhe then expected the cauſe depending 
between her and us would be brought to 


a final iſſue, and determined intirely in 


her child's favour. This account alarmed 
my poor mother ſo much, that ſue could 
Toe 2. e n Su; * 


* Sh 4 I 
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who was ſo obliging as to come upon 
rhe firſt ſummons. She acquainted 
him with, the cauſe of her apprehenſions; 
likehhogd of che widow's ſucceeding. He 
laughed at my mother's fears, and at 
our antagoniſt's flouriſhes, as he called 
them; and ſaid, he would not give a 
bent ſix- pence to enſure Mr. Arnold's 
he ſays, will put out of the reach of 
doubt. This aſſurance has quieted our 
ö anxiety on that head. The loſs. of, our 
ſuit would indeed be a dreadful blow, as 
we ſhould have nothing then remaining 
but my {mall jointure, for the ſupport of 
Mr. Arnold, myſelf, and our two chil- 
dren; not to mention Mrs. Gerrarde, 
who, I have reafon to believe, has been 
no inconſiderable ſharer in Mr. Arnold's 


n 4.— . + amc woke 
are gone fince 1 have been here, 1 max 
fay, k ch a*priſoner, and 2 fugitive. 1 

the d. * as if I en- 
| re, 


Y 
H 
1 


may then happen— 


| 4 
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pected. ſome revolution in my fate; yet, 
whence is it to come? No proſpect as yet 
opens to me, Mr. Arnold's law- affairs 
will ſoon call him to town: ſomething 
Gerrarde come too? He cannot live with - 
out her; and I ſhall reap no benefit from 
this, but the chance of ſeeing my chil- 
dren ſometimes. perhaps; though he may 


not bring them with him, or, if he does, 
he may be cruel 2 to refuſe me the 


ſight of them. gorge is cold and 
dilatory : were = on the ſpot, ſomething 


might be done; he might expoſtulate : 
my mother too could join arguments to 


intreaties :- My. Arnold perhaps might bs 


recovered 'from n oth is. * N. | 


Wer 


. 


in town ſooner than we expected, and 
came this evening 40 pay us 4 Viſit, 
My altered and dejected looks, I believe, 


ſhocked him; but: See wants ten- 


derneſs, ot at leaſt a capacity of ſhew - 


. iu. After „ eee 


Rory, 
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20 Minors of 


ſtory, he aſked me, Could I be ſo mean- 
©. ſpirited a creature as ever to think of 
living with Arnold again, even though 
© he: ſhould be inclined to defire it? 1 
told him, he conſidered the matter in a 
wrong light; and that he ought to reflect 


on my reputation, and the future welfare 


of my two poor little girls, who would | 
be material ſufferers, from the want of we 
care and. attention, as they grew up; not 


to mention the diſadvantages they would 


enter into life with, by my continuing 


under an aſperſion Which might in time 


become very public, and perhaps be be- 


 *_ heved too, s I made no doubt abüt that 


Mrs. Gerrarde would take pains to pros: 
Pagate it whereyer ſhe went My mother 
added, Mr. Arnold too might be ſaved 
from perdition, if he could be ſo far con- 
Yinced of his wife's innocence, as to be 
reconciled to her, and live with her again. | 
And pray, ſaid Sir George, how is this 
to be done, if that damned woman has 


put it into his head, that Faulkland and 


vou are fond of one another? Do you 
imagine chat he will believe what you ſay? 
3 what 


Miſs Sidney Bidvlph. 21 

YZ --what; your brother, or your mother, or 
eren Faulkland himſelf, could ſay to the 
Jy contrary Io to you very fairly, that 
l fo much deſpiſe the man, that, unleſs 
you will give me leave to talk to him my 
Own way, I will have nothing to ſay to 
him at all. Would you have me ſue to 
him for a reconriliation, and try to per- 
ſyuade him out of the belief of an imagi- 
nary injury, which: probably he was glad 
to make à handle of to get rid of you? . 
No, Sidney; you may be as tame as you 
pleaſe yourſelf, but it does ot become 
your brother to be ſo. When 1 go to 
bim, I muſt inſiſt upon not having rules 
SF preſcribed to me: your delicacy, in tegard 
0 Faulkland's aſſerting your innocence, 
I have nothing to ſay: againſt; but there 
«| can be no objection to your brother's vin- 
7 CAdicating;the honour of his family. IA 
F Sir: George's: reſentment. was rouzed to 
| _ the higheſt pitch ; his eyes ſparkled with 
| r and bis whole frame ſeemed | 
Dear 'brocher, dd 1, * cor jure you, 
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. add to iny 


affliction, by involving yourſelf and my 


huſband in a fatal quarrel. What differ- 


ence would it make to me, if Mr. Ar- 


nold ſhould' fall; whether it is by your 


hand or Mr. Faulkland's? The loſs would 


be the fame; the misfortune, the publi- 


cation of my diſgrace, the ſame. Your 
-huſband; ſaid he, breaking from me, 
though a little foftened, would have as 
good a chance as I, if it came to the 
hazard; or perhaps he might condeſcend 
to take you again (if you will have it ſo), 


without coming to theſe extremities, if I 
am ſuffered to argue properly with him. 
will nat oonſent to your ſeeing him at 


all, ſaid I, eagerly. The cauſe is now 
my on, he anſwered, ooolly; bur I will 


do nothing to aggravate your diſtreſs. I 


did not lire the manner in which he ſpoke. 
My mecher, Who till now had been ſilent, 
caught che alarm. Let me intreat you, 
ſon, ſaid ſhe, to drop the thoughts of any 


violent methods with Mr. Arnold. If 
you value your ſiſter's peace, or have 
| e tothe obedience you-oweme, 


* 


| I inſiſt e 
. 


1 * 
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I infiſt on it, chat. you neither ſee him nor 
write to him, without dur knowlege and 


conſent; and if. you do not promiſe me 
this, I rendunce all ties of kindred or at- 


= 

3 * 3 4 9 4 
=. n to you: r has as juſt 
25 BYY . - 
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it juſtified to the world. Sir George, who 


of it, madam, ſaid he, there will be a 


would have you let her try the ex peniment 
of the ondeal: I dare ſay ſne would come 


do you the favour to take her home again. 


not heſitate a minute to put it to the 
trial: but ſince there is no ſuch a thing 
own righteouſneſs, ſhall judge her cauſe, 


1 Heave me, 


ſenſe of che honour of her family as you can 
have; but it is not on ſo hot a head, and 
i ſo weak an arm, that ſhe depends to fee 


was nettled at my mother's: ſpirited re- 
buke, made her a lo bew. No doubt 


miracle wrought in my ſiſters favour. I | 


off victorious, and then Mr. Arnold will 


© 1 wiſh, ſaid my mother, gravely, that there 
1 Was a poſſibility of bringing my” dear | 
child's innocence to ſucha proof; I would 


and clear her to the world. Therefore, 


on, I inſiſt upon enn vou 
f a oY | 


Foe © 
4 
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I give you my word, madam, anſwered 
Sir George, I will not attempt to hold 
any conference with Mr. Arnold without 
your knowlege. Will that ſatisfy you? 
Alt does, anſwered my mother; for I 
think I can rely upon your word. Sir 
Seorge left us not very well | ſatisfied 


piqued to the higheſt; I cannot cenſure 
him for it here: he has cauſe; but the 
caſe i is a nice and difficult one. The grati- 
fication of a private ſpleen ought not to 
enter into the meaſures he ſhould-purſue. 
- Glad I am that my mother's properly- 
: - exerted reſolution has tamed. him a lit- 
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in the reſpect which he owes her, yet 
1 never knew him wilfully to diſobey 
her commands, or oppoſe her inclinations. 
is well there is any hold on a diſpoſition 
-fo RO" and ſelf-willed-as 1. 4-201 


F 


We: 18119 

+ "TOY 1 y dee has taken 
a very handſome ' houſe in Pall- mall, 
and told my mother, between jeſt and 


N he is goipg to e daugh- 
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with each other; his pride and reſentment 


tle. Though George ſometimes fails 
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iter - in- law, to make up for the loſs of her 
on- in-law. He is, in reality, making his 
7s addreſſes to Lady Sarah P. c end 
of a new-createqd peer. She. great 
fortune, he tells me; but I kno nothing 
more of her. I-wifhs him better ſucceſs 
in his nuptials (if they take a bc 
Thave hide wn unt 
5; 1.516; eee 2:47 +270! on: es woup 4: 
Mo. 20. Mr. Arnold is arrived in 
town: he came late laſt night, and his 
man called this morning to enquite how 
I did. The poor fellow ſtole dut before 
his maſter was up; and was afraid of 
deaying a minute, leſt he ſhould be wanted 
at home. I called him up to the dining- 
toom: I ſaw an honeſt fame and ſorrow 
in his countenance. How does your ma- 
ſter do, Frank, ſaid 1? Has he brought 
the children to town? No, madam, ſaid 
he; but they are pure and hearty. I be- 
lieve my maſter thought it a pity to bring 
chem out of the freſſi air, as long as Mrs. 
Patty is there to look aſter them. They 
are better where they are. I aſked him, 


Bee Mr. Arnold come to town to nuke 
Nr. F any 


3 W N . 
any ſity ? L believe for good and all, ſain 
he. This ugly law: ſuit, to be ſure, will 
_ detain hie bur he is oome lalone, "ſaid he, 
with an intelligent nod: I don't ſuppoſe 
though he. will neue N Well, 
Ander ad the: children ahi; e $ p04 
madam.! ſhaking his head as he opened 
the door to go out, it was a woeful day 
for us when you left South. Bark... "God 
Sve ee their be . 
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cher theſe two days: he does not know, I 
believe, that Mr. Arnold is come to town; 
though, if he did, I am ſure he will not 
break his word; ſo that Lam caſy on chat 
particular. My mother ſays ſhe will go 
to Mr. Arnold herſelf, to reaſon with him 
a little. I ſhall not oppoſe it, though 1 
have no hopes of her being able to effect 
any thing in my favour: ſne is now laid 
up with a cold, and is not able to- come 
out of her room; but ſhe pleaſes herſelf 
with the thoughts of this viſit, as ſoon as 


-the is able to . She has planned 
what 


* 


3 2 7 
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what ue intends; to ſay to him 3 and is 

teſol ved to let him into the whole wed 
of Mifs Burchell. that he thay. Khow, ſhe 

ys che Tull extent of: Mrs. Gettardes 


woman is nor capable, .who Would lot to 
je the honqut of an innocent, Oey 
ing FELINE > KT 091 791 
bo November 33;—Amazitig,. wy: dear ct. 
cilia! I thought I ſhould wonder no more 
at any m_ yet is my wonder now raiſed 
0 ment have juſt, received 2 
letter from Lady V. Ihaye read it oper 
and ovet again, and can yet ſcarce believe 
* ſenſes. Here it is in her own, words. 
„ ſuppoſe Jo kucw, my dear Mrs. 
*Arnaldyabatcygnr! huſband is in ton; 


and that he left Mrs. Gerrarde behind 


< him for no other reaſon, I imagine, but 
chat he did not chuſe ro be quite ſo ſcan- 
s dalous as to let her travel with him; for 
© we heard that ſhe, purpoſed following 
him in a few days. Fatty, Lconclude, 


may have informed you of thus much 3 
— che extraordinary . the intel- 


, |. Ln Fe to 


Fa L 7 


28 rh eke 5 


6 ligence, 1 belieye, is reſerved for me to 
. * acquaint: you with, | Know then that 
Mrs. Gerrarde i is Say no- body knows 
* whither. - Gaod, ſay you; good, ſhould 
< I ſay too; but for the concluſion of my 
+ ſtory. It is with Mr. Faulkiand ſhe” is 
-+ eloped: tis poſitively | true; ſhe went off 
« with him in triumph laſt night in her 
s own chariot, and neither of them have 
© been heard of ſince. I own 1 am ſo 
much confounded at ity I ſcarce know 
138 what I write. | £ 


s I am very glad, for your (lake, Shar 
«. bad creature has quitted your huſband 3 
but that ſhe ſhould have drawn my 
couſin Faulkland in, is matter of ſeri- 
sous concern te me. It is evident the 
plan was previouſly entree between 
them; for I am informed to-day, that 
© Mrs. le maid decamped at the 
e ſame time, and took with her every 
thing valuable belonging to her miſtreſs, 
ſeveral of her drawers being found open 
and empty. Mr. Faulkland's ſervants 
have alſo diſappeared ;- ſo that we can- 
+: not conjecture yeh way they are gone. 
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Miſs Sidney Bidulph. * 
Mr. Faulkland, Who was about leav- 


; F ing us, aſked my permiſſion to give a a 


6 ball to the neighbouring ladies in our 
new room, which is Juſt finiſhed: As 


I concluded he would alk nobody but 
our own. acquaintance, J readily con- 


* ſented; and my lord, you know, is 
< fond of thoſe frolics. 1 own J was ſur- 


« prized to ſee Mrs. Gerrarde amongſt the 


company, as undaunted as the modgſeſt 


face there. I would not however af- 


« front Mr. Faulkland ſo much, as to 


_ ©ſhew any diſreſpect to one, who was, at 
that time, bis gueſt; but T was out of 


© all patience to find that /be, along with 
© ſeveral others, was aſked to ſupper; my 


©-r00-good-natured lord joining in the in- 


© vitation, Mr. Faulkland made a pre- 
© tence to wait on her'liome, and the au- 
© dacious creature took that N 
„to march off with him. 
Now, as Faulkland realty 3 
„leaving V—hall the next day, I think ix 


would have been but decent in him to 
have forbore this piece of barefaced li- 
N „ e till he was fairly from under 


e „ 8 ; a * our 


3} MrMor rs 7 
ur roof. He might have made his aſ- 
ſignation in any other place; but, I ſup- 
<. poſe, the lady had a mind to ſhew the 
world ſhe is above reſtraint, and choſe 
to make her infamy adore of triumph. 
lam quite angty wich my lord, for 
7 only laughing at. this, and callingt a 
piece of ſpirited gallantry in them both. 
« He ſays, he is delighted to thi ne how 
your good man will ſtiake his ears, when“ 
© he hears his miſtreſs has left him in che 
* lorch, and: gone off with another lover. 
I ſhould ſmile too; but that it makes me 
ſad to think, that Mr. Faulkland, of 
 * whom I had ſo good an opinion; ſhould» 
ſo impoſe upon my judgment; and for- 
« feit ch ets owl: —_ 
hs ALAS 31H .zolW aft 
+. Pardan-meg-wy- dear madamz lar 
⁰ full of my own reflections, on the in- 
« tereſt; I take in this affair; that I baye 
© been; forgetful. of how much more mo- 
ment it may be to %%. Heaven grant 
that your huſpand may think of making 
* himſelf” amends, 1 in returning to à faith- 
ful and atiable wife, for the Joſs of & 
deceitful, 


« event. muſt open his eyes, or he deſerves! 


„ . 


toi loſe them. I hope to embrace you! 


Nr very little time; till 


believe me,, dc Aach en 
then, M 
Ret © My dear Mrs: rnold, © 
8 *Your moſt oF: ME WY Fai 
bs, Nan. 82% 1 84 : 4 . f. F 
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Well my Gerilia, what fay: you to this?! 


Are you not as much ſurprized-as Liam?» 
Mr. Faulkland to emerge at laſt the ſa- 


vaured gallant of Mrs. Gerrarde ! Pro- 


digious l E confeſs, my deat, I am fo! 
ſelfifh'. as not to participate With Juady? 
V. in her uneaſineſs on this oecaſton. 
That Mrs. Gerrarde flies from my huf 
band; I am glad ; and that Mr. Fuulkland 
is the very man ſhe” choſe to fly wirh, I 
atm ſill: gladder: bes of all men living,” 
F would have wiſhed though leaſt ex 
pected) to: be the perſon.” This explains | 
very thing that is paſſed. Surely s 
Lady v ſays, this muſt of 

nold's eyes. I can now diſcover a double 


| eln 90 5 c 4 reaſon. 


pen Me Nr. 


= 5 Memoirs of + 
reaſon. for. my poor deluded man's TRE 
his imagination poiſoned with jealouſy. 
Mrs. Gerrarde did not aim ſingly at ſepa- 
rating my huſband and me : this, perhaps, 
Was but a ſecondary conſideration; or 
Who knows whether it was at all intended ? 
But ſhe moſt certainly | deft igned to ſecure. 
herſelf againſt all ſuſpicions, by making 
me the object of them; and effectually to 
blind Mr. Arnold, perſuaded him, that 
Mr. Faulkland's viſits, made to her, were 
only i in the hope of ſeeing me. 14 42-4. 02 77: 
- Let hes. views have been what they 
would, this event va yond my hopes. 
Some glimmerings of comfort. begin t 
break in upon me. Methinks: my heart 
feels much lighter than it did., Him Sir 
George will ſtare at this account! My mo- 
ther will lift up her eyes; but ſne has no 
opinion of Mr. Faulkland's morals, and 
therefore will be the leſs ſurprized. I pity 
Miſs Burchell : this is an irremediable har 
to. her hopes ; faint and unſupported, -, 
they, were e they muſt now v ente N 
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Lady V letter, While the ſubje 
warm at my. cart, ane before I ſhewed 1 it 
17 to any one; but r my mother and my bro- 
1 ther Have 7 5 both ſeen i it. My mother 
(quſt as 1 expected FE without any great 
emotions of ſurprize, only exclaimed 
againſt their wickedneſs ; but Maid, ſne 
could. not help rejoicing: in it, as aſa 
ſhe: hoped, would derive happineſs from. 
their. accumulated crimes. Sir Geor 
read the letter twice oyer before he red 
a word; and then ſaid, It was ffrange; 
upon his ſoul, moſt unaccountable; 1 
that either Faulkland was run mad, or 
that woman had bewitched him. When. 
he was with me, ſaid he, at Sidney Caſ- 
tle, he did not ſo much as mention her. 
4 I afked him, whether he was acquainted , 
| with Mr. Arnold (for I had written him 
4 word of your marriage, When be was. 
'F | abroad) ? He told me, he had ſeen both 
you and him, two or three times, at Lord 
'V—'s; but that, as he did not wiſh to 
renew his acquaintance with you, he had 


meyer Mired. your hpſbagd, , I Fee 
+ 9s be 


ey WE: N . 
* Y 2 As” es 
IGG . 3 


Wo ns volts % 
he was f ot then A Cn ir to bis Conde 8225 


dat 25 IJ 2 1 1 5 4 matter i oPt 
2 he knew not of the difference be: b 
tween. you and your huſband,” tis proba- 
ble he did not chuſe to diſguſt, me more 
againſt my brother-in-law, by. bintiug at. 
this .circamſtance, , | He, expreſſed, great 
ements to my mother, when þ 
told him of the notice the had take of 
Mifs Burchell; though, he ſaid, he Hund 
(from my account of your marriage) that 
ſhe had deferred. her. conference with that 
young lady, till it was to late for her 
teſtimony to be of any ſervice. to him- 
As I knew nothing of what had paſſed 
between my mother and Miſs Burchell, 1 
could give him no ſatisfaction on that ſub- 
ject; and the recollection of paſt tranſ-. 
actions being equally diſagrerable to us 
both, I avoided ever mentioning them 
after our firſt converſation; nor do I res. 
member that Mrs. Gerrarde's name de. 
curred once. 


Ny mother now beben to "exile & over 
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Sir ae and took advantage. of ü 


2k Sidney. Bidulph. 


E . 4 c It a . rnati it I . 
4 41 rown him into... This is yolk | 
boaſted friend, d the; the man whoſe 
banour and ' gener ofity. were e bb turf 


| tioned, 8 whoſe  #tmoſt\ crime” was 1 


youthful folby that he was furprizdd' into 
with filly g rl. Lam pleaſed, however, 


that 751 fa proved I was not ſo 


miſtaken in believing bim a Took man- 


i the fitteſt mate ſoꝝ bim, 


rs, ( 


ad Nam glad they are gone toggther. 


Sir George was too much mor tifted ab 
che flagrant miſconduct of bis friend ter 
ittempt ᷑xcuſing hum: he contente him 
felf with tepeating, Ir was the ſtrangeſt 


N he ever knew in his Hf: 


My mother then told him Mv. Arnold 
was come to town; and tha, as things 


| had taken foch a turn, ſhe hopedd hertelf 


to de able to bring hüm to the uſe of his: 
not be at a neeeſſary for mx — | 
interfere. Sir George ſaid, Wirk all Ris 
heart 1 if het ladychip hedld de able 467 


patch up a ee that would a 
: | W * e py 830 6 WIT: 18 1 7 ; ki 
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| 36 _ MB/MOTRS of 
BH his ſiſter? 4 and dme coul ed 
#reniely pliant as to think of living wick 
ſuch a buſband again, he ſhould not gire 
himſelf any farther trouble. about the mat- 
ten but; in his opinion, the affair wore a 
much odder aſpect than it did before. 1 
find Mr. Faulkland's behaviour ſticks with 
him, and ee n ien zeal” to- 
wards him. it 
Ame 207 577 3 * 1 tige "Ip 
"2 5,—T have nub from 
Parep? who confirms my Lady Vs ac- 
count of the lovers flight; and ſnhe tells 
me one of Mrs. Gerrarde's ſervants is gone 
off expreſs to town; I ſuppoſe, to bring 
Mr. Arnold the news: for they are all in 
confuſion at her houſe, and know not 
what is become of their miſtreſs; but 
they are certain ſhe is gone with Mr. 
Faulkland. Patty adds, The ſervants be- 
lieve: this ſehtme had been long concerted, 
Mr. Faulkland having been a private vi- 
ſitor to their miſtreſs for a good while. 
I muſt confeſs I am . at it: it £ 
„ % ò ũ rj F a0 Gil d 207; 
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i Sidney Bidulph. 37 
November 26. Miſs Burchell has Jar 
| * here. Poor creature, ſhe Dun 3, 
ſtunned with the news s ſne could ſcares | 
believe it at firſt; till ny mother :defiree 
I would ſhew her Lady Vs letter, ank 
Patty s, which corroborated all- ſhe ſaide 
She then gave way to tears and lamenta- 
tions; ſaying, That cruel woman was born 
to be the deſtruction of every-body ſne 
had any connection With. I have found 
it ſoʒ you, madam (to me), have done ſb 
too Mr. Araold, E believe, has been a 
great. ſufferer; Mr. Faulkland is ow. her 
Inconſiderate and barbarous as 
he is, I gtiexe for Wen cn eder #., 
ih ent 5510; ge) nts 25 
» November ebase heard nothing 
of Mr. Arnold Indeed it is hardly poſſi- 
ble that I ſnould: we are ſhut up here from 
all commerce with the world. My mo- 
ther's illness has confined her to her bed- 
chamber; we admit no innen * 
never leave her. long to know hom he 
takes the ingratitude of his miſtreſs but 
1. ſee nobody who converſes with him. 
NM. brother and Mils er are the 


* 
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only peonle we ee... The: latten in pretty 
eften with us 3 as for Sir George, he only, 
looks in upon us nom and. then, and we 
all ſeem in an auk ward ſituation... 4 wiſh, 
tay; mother were well enqugh to call on 
Mr. Arnold: I am very anxious ta knom 
what ay S are; at * OY: 
Geri v = 44 2, 
December 6. $5.5 Wy, Ho Amed 
aſleep, my. dear -Conkins: toy, this week 
ing in a moſt — Sir 
George called on us; he ran up ſtairs in 
a violent hurry; and had a countenance, 
when he entered the room, that ſpoke 
wonders before he opened his mouth. He 
hardly gave himſelf time to afk me how 
Idid {though he had not ſeen me for three 
days), before he took a bundle of Papers 
out of his pocket, which he me. 
"Tis from Faulkland, faid he, and may 
be worth your knowlege. Upon opening 
che cover, I found it contained; at leaſt, 
four ſheets of paper, written on every fide.” 
Bleſs me, Oe, Ind e 
. N r f 7 ſhould: 


* 


| _ 


| nete eee to reach all this ® 
Es anf eied, You may read it at your 
lelore: 4757 wilt fend ir will ply you fer 

rouble” of” of _— "Sir 


rea OHA * Nau es mel 
for 1 happened to be in my own doom 
when my brother came tõ me, ſate me” 
down to give you a copy of it. My mo- 

ther, who coughed-zlmoft the whole night, 
ig now endeavouring to per à liddle fler 
ſo that 1 will — papa 
. e e = 
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„1 a am, in, ay to 'vindicate myſelf to, 
you, but in much more haſte to do ſo to 


Mrs. Arnold; who, if ſhe. beſtows a 
thought at all on me, muſt, I am ſure, 
hold me. in the utmoſt. Learn and 


EEE ˙·˙²˙ ä 4 
ſee het beautiful ſcorn at 9 0 0 I 3 "A 
carried, off Mrs, Gerrarde. What a pal-. 

try, fellow gon muſt think me too. "And, 
18 1 . carried her off, and the is now 


1 


Hanau ee, if 1 would, be as 
happy as Mrs. Gerrarde can make me: 
but I aſſure you, Sir George, I have no 
deſigns but what are for the good both of 
her ſoul and body and 1 have Naben 
treated her dlike a veſtal. What a paradox 
is here, ſay you? But have patience till 
tell you the ſtory of my knight: ᷑rrantry. 
Lou are to know then, that as Arnold's 
amour with Mrs. Gerrarde was no ſecret 
at Va- hall, from the moment I heard it, 
I meditated a deſign of breaking the de- 

teſtable union; not out of regard either 


to him or Her, but i 10 hopes of- reſtoring, 


to the moſt amiable of women, a beſotted 
huſband's heart, Which nothing but down 
right magic, infernal witchcraft, 5 could 
Have robbed her of. The woman is hand- 
ſome; tis ttue; but ſhe is a filly toad, 

and as fantaſtic as an ape. 1 had fo ed 
this deſign,” T fay, from the firſt notice I 
Had of. the intrigue; 7 and, in 3 


44 A 


ance with Mrs. r for! had nf 
| ue before; known her to my colt... 4 


Oy 4 41 11 £ 1.0 4 
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| jt was, chis identical devil, whom 


ſs e — 4G 
ave now | 
in my power, that was the cauſe of Miſs 
Burehell's misfortune; and therefore the 
remote cauſe of my loſing Miſs Bidulph. 


Had it not been för her, I ſhould never! 


have had the fall of that unhappy girl te 
anſwer for. I ſhould not, I ſay (mark 
that); for the mercenary witch was deter- 
mined to ſell her to ſomebody, when my 
ill ſtars threw me in her way. I do not 


rank this affair in the number of capital 


crimes ; and yet I never think of it wich- 
out a pang. If half of my fortune would 
retrieve the girl's peace of mind, I would 
give it freely: but it is paſt now, and 


cannot be helped. She had the good for- 


tune never to be ſuſpected; and, if the 


— her own council, probably never 


If 1 die a bachelor (as I believe! 
— I will leave her my whole fortunes 
What can a man do more?? 

How I ramble from my - fubjeat! 1 


meant only to tell you what my deſign was 


in carrying off Mrs. Gerrarde. In order 


to effect it, as I ſaid; before, it was neceſ- 


- for me to ac A with 


| — 


* - 
* 
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hers and arcerdingly I. put on a bold face, 
and made her a viſit. She was not ſur- 
prized. at this. our former intimacy giv- 
ing mea ſufficient pretence for it. She. 
received me with: a pleaſed familiarity, 
which convinced me my company was far 
ſure, had my views been other than they 
reception as my heart could have wiſhed is; 
fur ſhe certainly thought of retaining: me: 
in her ſervice unknown to Arnold. I Was) 
ſoon aware offthis; for, nee mrafun 
deſired to ſee me, ſhe always contrived it 
at ſuch times, as ſhe was — 
ſurpriazed by; him. This wag, in ſome: 
meaſure, meeting my purpoſe half way; 
from Arnold, I did not mean to ſacrifice, 
myſelf. to her; and our views, in the ma- 
terial point, were very different: mine were 
only: to part her from her gallant s her's 
were to ſhare her favours between, us: for. 
ſne did not intend to let go her hold on 
kim; and I believe my backwardneſs, in 

ei my good fortune, began to — 
| Su 


* * N 


Mis. Sao. aun. 4 
plan into execution was not pet arrived z 
it cauld not be: till Arnolds departure 
from South Park. Lmeant- to carry Mrs. 
Gerrarde away with the appearance of her 
own conſents and I Knew this was impO 
ſible, whilſt her lover remained ſo near her- - 
I. had formed but a rough ſketch of my. 
plan when, I. received your letter, which 
ſummoned» me. to Sidney-Caſtle 5 and I 


reſolved. not to apprize you of it, till my 


enterprize was. crow ned with ſucceſs; more 
eſpecially as you were then quite ignorant 
of: ynur ſiſter s wrong ass ;. 

On my- return from viſiting: you, che 
ſirſt news I. heard at Vorhall: wasy that 


Mas. Arnold and his lady. were- parted b 


curſt my own dilatorineſs, that: I had no 
executed my plan before things were 
brought to ſuch extremities; for I well 
knew. it was that artful-fiend who. had oc 
caſioned it, though IL then little thought 
how fatally. I had contributed towards the 
misfortune of the cyepatuahle and en 


* 


8 Mr MOIRS of 
bing * rrrel her huſband's infidelity; 
had- left {him on that account; but my 
lord ſoon let me into the whole ſecret. 
Oh! Sir George, that angel, who deſerved 
the firft monarch in the univerſe, to be 
caſt off by an undiſcerning dolt! and 8 
though innocently, the accurſed cauſe, 'F 
cannot think with patience of what the 
divine creature has ſuffered on my account; 
but Wag it not all, from the beginning, 
Owing to Mrs: Gerrarde, that avenging 
fury, ſent on earth as a ſcourge for the 
ſins of me and of my anceſtors ?—1 rave 
but no wonder—l am mad upon this ſub- 
ject.— But to return: I then recollected, 
that the day before I ſet out for Sidney 
Caſtle, I received a meſſage from Mrs. 
| Gerrarde in the morning, deſiring my 
company to drink coffee with her that 
evening. I obeyed the ſummons, little 
expecting to meet Mrs. Arnold at her 
Houſe, whom I had never ſeen there before. 
The effect my preſenee had on her ex- 
tremely ſurprized me: ſhe preſently quit- 


ted the room. Mrs. Gerrarde took that * 
e of telling me; that ſhe had 
ee 
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Miß Sidney -Bidulph. 45 
dropped in on ber very une xpectedlys but, 
as ſhe ſuppoſed ſhe would go. directly 
away, we ſhould have an hour to chat by 
ourſelves. She then followed your ſiſter 

out, and I remained alone in the parlour. 
"Whilſt I was reflecting on this odd ren- 
counter, which I did not then imagine 
had been brought about by deſign, Mrs. 
Gerrarde came in to me, ſay ing, your ſiſter 
was ſo ill ſhe was under a neceſſity of accom- 
| panyingher home, and had ordered her cha- 
riot for that purpoſe: ſne made an apo- 
logy for being obliged to leave me, and 
ſaid ſhe ſhould be glad to ſee me the next 
day. I took my leave, and in going out ſaw 
8 Mr. Arnold at the door, which I-judged 
was the true reaſon of Mrs. een 
diſmiſſing ens rout F i 
Il ſet out for Wiltſhire the next morn- 
ing; and though there was ſomething 
odd in the whole of this incident, I be- 
lieved it was owing to chance alone, and 
thought no more of it; till, upon my 
Lord V' telling me che true cauſe of 
your ſiſter's diſgrace, I found that this ſer- 
ö your: wy laid the whole plan on e 


* 


* 


vou ae all m e bet 
duced the innocent Mrs. Arnold into this 


fatal viſit, having Grſt engaged me to 


come at che very point of dme when che 
knew the huſband would ſurprize us 3 for 
din coming, ou may be ſacieied, was not 


ee. ; 
IJ own to you, Sir George, LOG 


motions of my rage, I could have ſtabbed 


Arnold, Mrs, Gerrarde, and myſelf but 
my Lord V calmed my tranſports, by 
telling ie, chat it was- your iſter's earneſt 
requeſt that this deteſtable ſeeret ſhould be 
kept from my knowlege ; and that Lady 


V., who had intruſted him with it, would 


never forgive him 5 if dhe kniew:hehad<di- 


vulged it. This reflection brought me 


back to my ſenſes, and I burned with im- 


patienee to execute my firſt plan, which 


Mrs. Gerrarde's repeated crĩmes nowcalled 
upon me to accelerate. I communicated 


my defign to Lord V—, who was delighted 


vith it 3 for he perfectly adores your ſiſter. 


— 


* 3 ſaid — te nt 4 W 3 
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v nold ; and with whom do you think, of 
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her, had ſnhe, Who was ſo Eee 


l as her ſuſpieions were, ſhe had taken it 


Miſs Sidney Biddlph. 7 


. in the end-be 2 of what you win, 


be een to her 


Tailchiefi20 — 2 Atti nl iv ll 

Having ſetrled n Lord 
V, I went to pay a viſit to Mrs. Ger- 
rarde. The cockatrice affected to ſpeak 
with ſurprize and concern of your fiſter's 
ſeparation from her huſband. Laſked 


both, heard any reaſon aſſigned for it? 
She ſhook her hæad, and by a pretended 
Aortow: in her dooks, and a myſterions 
Lanes, ene to been for an Aube 


poor Mrs. Arnold, though to be ſure 
© ſhowwas a ſenſible woman, was not with - 1 
© out the little frailties and paſſions of her 
ſex; and that, aſtoniſding and groundigs 


into her head to be jealous of Mr. Ar- 


4 all people in the world, ſhe ſuſpects him? 4 
cannot imagine, ſaid I. Why truly witk 


n 


ͤ— ai ts Sa 


= - 
looked as it ſhe expected 7 ſhould be as 


| affected to laugh at it; 3, and unde the 


amour as I poſſibly could. 


DS x 
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much amazed as ſhe pretended. to be. 1 


diſcourſe, put an end to my viſit. 

The meaſures I had to obſerve * 
ſome management. It would not anſwer 
the full extent of my purpoſe to rob Mr. 
Arnold of his dear, if it, did not appear 
at the ſame time that ſhe had left him 
wich her own conſent. Jo bring about 


this, it was neceſſary that the flight on 


her part ſhould ſeem premeditated; which 
would not carry any face, unleſs ſhe took 
with her ſuch of her moveables as were 
* moſt valuable. This I knew could not 
be done without the aſſiſtance of her maid, 
whom I therefore not only reſolyed to 
truſt, but alſo to make her a e in 
her miſtreſs's elopement. 

Having ſettled thus much of my * 
in my own mind, I began my operations, 
by making the maid preſents every time 


, I viſited the miſtreſs; and I took care to 


ive thoſe viſits. as much the air of an 
1 dare ſwear 


the girl thought Mrs, Gerrarde and I were 


wm Sidney Bidillph. / 

upon thi beſt terms imaginable. 199880 
to come at ſuch hours as 1 was ſure Mrs. 

Gertarde was alone; T always made my 
viſits ſhort, 48 if through” fear of being 
ſurprized with her; and went fo far as to 
teave my chariot (when I cat in it) at 

a diſtance from the hotrfe, and walked to 
ir alone, with the caution of one fearful of 
Being obſerved, It Was a matter of jndif. 
ferenet to me whether Mrs. Gerrarde knew 
of this er not; my buſirieſs was only to 
excite: ſuſpicions of an irttrigue amon git 
her ſervints, in order to anfwet a FUN 
Per poſe: But if the were to know with 
what extreme precaution I viſited het, my 
prudenet could'rior but be very agreeable 
to her: ſlie Rad her meaſutes to * 
as Well as myſelf. As it was of conſe- 
quence to hier to conteal our acquaintance 
from Arnold's knowlege, ſhe muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be pleaſed at the Pains I took (with- 

out her laying herſelf open in making the 


1 requeſt) to conceal” it front him and 


faw T was as careful as ſhe coutd with 
never to ifiterfere with him. | 


Sg i x We carried on's private Inter- 
1 n I. 3 courſe, 


Fo MtEMorks FL, 


ourſe, that, if i it could 'not be called: 
lantry, was ſomething very like it; for 1 
amuſed, complimented, and flattered her 


ſo agreeably, that I believe ſhe began to 


think herſelf ſure of me, and wondered 1 


did not make a better uſe of the favour- 


able diſpoſition ſhe was in towards me; 


put 1 trifled with ſuch dexterity, that even 
ſhe, with all the cunning ſhe is miſtreſs of, 
vould not poſſibly fathom my deſign. 


Faving thus laid the foundation of 1 15 
plot, I made no doubt of being able to 


execute it, with my Lord Vs affiltanice ; 
| he was in raptures at the thoughts of our 


enterprize; and ſwore he would never have | 


forgiven me, if I had not allowed him a 
ſhare im it. He ſaid, E would; give my 
right-hand to make Mrs. Arnold happy; 


adding, beſides it will ſave her huſband 


from deſtruction; for, to my knowlege, 
that . way! ready PR IO his 
| fortune. - 8 

I aſked kum, eie we venture to let 


iny lady into the ſecret ? He ſaid, by no 


means my lady was too ſqueamiſh to be 
truſted vich ſuch a notable er 
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M. k Sidney Bidulph. 51 
when the affair was over, he would take 
E me to her, after he 
5 * frkeipaeh ben ſur- 
prize... oat eld Pact dN 

51 rar to death a Arnold's ſaving) fo 
long in the eountry, At delayed my en- 
terprize. There was dne circumſtance 
indeed that a little compenfated for this 
vexation; and that was, that my long ſtay 
at Vall, which could be no ſecret td 

him, though he dropped viſiting there on 

K to avoid me, might in ſome mea. 

ſure help to efface his injurious, ſuſpicion >; 
wich regard to his lady and; me (beſides, | 
$, gave che better colour to my other de- 


ſigns. I FP Ti A 402 15 2 nl * 


At laſt . opportunity: _ 


arrived. Arnold was: obligedi to go to 


London on his law-affairs.::1;took care to 
inform. myſelf of the day from Mrs. Ger- 

rarde's maid ;,;and learnt at the ſame time 
that her miſtreſs purpoſed going to town 
in a week after; for ſhe ſtill endeavoured 
to ſave appearances, and dared to the laſt 
to pretend to reputation. 2 giv-. 
ſe a Nhe 


$3. | Memoirs. of 


an tþ5: tight ſubſequent 10 the day fired 


of Arpolct o departure from South Park. 
MyHord,. » Almoſt as anxious for the event 
As myſelf, immediately diſpatched invita- 
tions. all over the neighbourhood: there 
was not 2 petſon of any faſhion left un- 
alked. Mr. Arnold and Mrs. Gerrarde, 
you; may be ſure, were not forgot. From 
the former, as we expected, we received 
4 civil apology; from the latter, a meſſage 
that ſhe would be ſure to come. 
This was at the diſtance of eight days 
from: the appointed time. In the interim, 
I. continued to viſit: Mrs. Gerrarde as 


uſual, and took care to beſpeak her for a 


partner. Arnold went to town as oppor- 
tunely as we could wiſh. I called on Mrs. 
Gerrarde the fame morning; and having 
my lord's permiſſion for it, engaged her 
to come early enough to drink tea, as 
there were a good many more ladies invited 
for the ſame purpoſe; and, at going away, 
I dropped : a few e _ to her 
Maid, . 

in the evening there was a very large 


* n and having 


7 5 come 


ul Sidney Biduiph. 85 
concer ted my whole plan, when 1 5 ladich 
were engaged at the tea: table, 1 flipped 
out, mounted my horſe, a d rode to Mrs, 
Gerrarde's houſe. . 1 5 to fee her 
maid; and, taking her afide, told her not 
to be furprized ; ; but that her lady was to | 
go off with me that night: that the thing 
had, for certain reafons not been deter- 
mined on till th t Very, evening : that 
hat Juft matched a minute to deſire her to 
et all her ladies trinkets together, and 
N money and bills the m ight 125 
in her eſcruitore, In order to this, 1 
her : a parcel of” Tmall keys, wh! ck e n 
carried in my pocket ſ for the purpoſe; and 
bid her hold herſelf 1 in readineſs again 
even o'clock, when a perſon | ſhould call 
on her, who would conduct her to a place 


where ſhe: ſhould find her lady and me. 8 


I needed no arguments to perſuade the 


girl, the thing appeared plauſible enough: 


ſhe was fully convinced of the intimacy 
between her miſtreſs and me; and know- 


ing her too well to have a doubt of ber 
Beke the concluded I acted by Mrs. 


Gerrarde's directions, and promilee Pune 
8 D322 -à 
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tually to hoy them. She ſaid, the could 


eaſily convey away in the dark as many 
things as ſhe could conveniently carry; * 


and, to avoid obſervation from the reſt of 
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the ſervants, ſhe would wait at a cottage | 4 
hard by, which ſhe named to me, till her i 
conductor arrived. _ 


Whether any of the keys I gave et K 
would fit the locks or not, I was not much 2 
concerned; if they did not, I concluded 
the would think her miſtreſs had made a 's 
miſtake ; and that ſhe would force them 
open, rather than fail. Having ſettled J+ 
this material point, I got back to my Lord «© It 
y— 85 without having been miſſed by the . 
company. _ . 

Our ball was Key well conducted; 1 | i 
Fanced with Mrs. Gerrarde, and we paſſed * 
a very agreeable evening. We ſupped at | { 
twelve, and ſhe had ordered her chariot 
to come a little after that hour ; but I had 

given my fellows their cue. As the danc- 
ing was not renewed, the company broke 
up between one and two. Mrs. Gerrarde 
was one of the firſt that offered to go; but 
4. her ſervants were not to be found, the; _ 
| was 
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vas detained till every. body elſe had taken 


her home, and of courſe to wait on ber 


their leave. At length her coachman and . 


footman were found in the cellar, with. 


one of my men, all ſo drunk that they 


were not able to ſtand. Her ſervants were 


really ſo, and mine counterfeited ſo well, 

there was no diſcovering the cheat. Fg 
this emergency, nothing was more 'natu- 
ral than the offering my ſeryants to attend 


myſelf to ſee her ſafe. She readily accepted - 
the. firſt offer, but declined. the other. | 
This was eaſily got over; J handed her 


into her chariot, and | ſtepped in after her. 


Our route was ſettled: we drove from 


my Lord V—'s door; and turning ſhort 
from the road that led to Mrs. Gerrarde's _ 
houſe, we ſtruck. down a lane which was 
to carry us by.croſs-roads to our firſt deſ- 


tined ſtage, which was at the diſtance of 


ſeven. miles.. This was no other than a 


poor gardener's houſe, to which place w o 
of my emiſſaries had been diſpatched thar 


day to wait our coming, with a travelling 
chariot, and four ſtout, horſes.” I hack 
* care, according to prom miſe, to ſend 

. A wa © 
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_ 2 truſty groom for the maid, . boy 
to carry her luggage. They were both 
well mounted, and had orders. ts carry 
ber to an inn on the road to Rocheſter, 
ao within about à mile of the town. 
This inn was kept by a fellow, who had 
formerly deen my ſervant; I had placed 
him there, and he was intirely at my de- 
votion. He had already received his in- 1 
ſtructions, and his houſe was to be our 7 
ſecond ſtage. 1 concluded che maid had 
arrived there long before us, having had 
Wor ſeven hours the {tart of us, and the 1 
Place not date Shan. . wileefrom | 
her own houſe. 1G 5 bil 
Mrs. Gerrarde was not imdb 
aware of gur going out of che road; —_ 
was in high ſpirits, ang I kept her in chat. 
As ſoon as the perceived. it, ſhe cried out, fi 
with ſome ſurprize, Lord, Mr. Faulk. 
land! where is the fello carrying us? He 4 
das miſſed his way. She called to him ; 1 
hut the egaehman, who had orders not to 
g op unleſs I ſpoke ta him, only drove the 
faſter; Pray de call to him, ſaid ness 
the wretch has certainly got drunk with - | 
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where I had appointed Pivet and 'one 0 | 


had another fervant behind the charigh, 


Enough to keep her longer under the ap- 


| Wh Sidney Melpb. oe 
the reſt of the ſervants, 1 told, her there 
was no poſlibiliry; of; turning, in the nar- 
row road in Which we then were that 


when we got out. of ix, I would: ſpeak 10 
the F and begged of her, i in a | 


Rae was a very 1608 one, but ily ra id 
wheels ſoon carried us to the end of. it, 


my footmen to meet us on horſeback. | 


whom 1 purpoſe to ſend bach dy, 5 an 
At the ight of two ET. n, WIe 
were apparently: waiting for't us, the «Sims | 
ed out, -Oh! the villain ; he has brought 
us here to be robbed; She had a goock 


many jewels on her; and, to ſay the truth, 


had ſome reaſon for her fears. | "The cha. | 


riot had now got on a good Hpen road, b 
and the horſes rather flew chan galtoped. 
The two horſemen joined us, and Kept 


up with us. at full peed. 1 ſaw the was 


_ heartily frightened, and thought i ic tine ly 


to undeceive her. I was not ili nature 


SES 4 | prebeakons _ 
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prehen bons of highwaymen, and thought 
ſhe would' be lefs ſhocked at finding there 


was a deſign upon her perſon, than on 


her diamond © ear-rings. Now, faid I. 
ta king one of her hands with rather more 
freedom than reſpect, ſince we are out of 
all danger of diſcovery, or any poſſibility 
of purſuit, E will tell you a ſecret; and 1 
ſpoke with an eaſy: aſſured t tone. She drew 
her hand away. What do you mean, Sir? 


Nothing, madam, but to have the plea - 


fare of your company in a little trip I am 


going to take: believe me, you are not in 


the leaſt danger; you are under my pro- 
tection; thoſe are my ſervants that you 
ſee riding with us; and you may judge of 
the value I ſet upon you, by the pains 1 
have taken to get you into my poſſeſſion, 
Lord, Mr. Faulkland! why ſure you can't 
be ſerious! Never more ſo in my life, 
madam; 1 have long had a deſign upon 
you; bur your connection with Mr. Ar- 
0d connection with Mr. Arnold, 

Sir! interrupting me; I don't underſtand 
you come, come, Mrs. Gerrarde; you 


and I are old acquaintance, you know; 
1 r 8 % * 2 | = 5 is 
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tis no time for diſſe mbling - He has been 


A happy man long enough: tis time for 


a woman of your ſpirit to be tired of him; 


eſpecially as. think I may. ſays without 
vanity, you. do not change for the worſe 


in falling into my hands. The lady had 


no recovered her courage; ſhe was no 


Jonger in fears of being robbed, and her 


ſpirits returned. Tou audacious creature! 
how dare you treat me thus ? Have you 
the aſſurance to inſinuate that there w 


madam, I accuſe you of no attachment to 
any of his family; he himſelf was the only: 
favoured perſog—Sure there never was 

ſuch an impertinent wretch l- But I know 


5 che author of this ſcandal: it was Mrs. 


— (and ſhe dared to prophane your 
fiſter' s honoured name); but I defpiſe her; 


and Mr. Arnold ſhall. ſoon know-how I 


have been affronted; and ſhe fell a eryings 
My dear Mrs. Gerrarde, I beg your 
pardon; I did not mean to offend you: 
jf Mr. Arnold admired you, he did no 
ore . what every man does who ſees 


5 D 6 vou. 


any thing criminal in my attachment ce 
Mr. Arneld and his family ?: My dear 


Fg 3 Mp * # A N Th | 
vou. I beſeech you to compeſe yourſelf ; - 
by all chat is good, i mean you no harm 
be calw. I eeniute you, and don't ſpoikthe 
e face in Eugkand with crying. - 4 
what 00 —— "vary 
your head ꝰ and to what place are yo 
eartying me? Only to France, my dear f 9 
erefture:: baye: you ever been there? TO 4 
Franee ! to France the: exclaimed; and *Y 
do you dare to think you ſhall» carry me 
there? Ok! you'll: like it of all things, 
faid I, when you get there What do yo ; 
think her reply was? Wiz neither more” 
gor leſs than a good box on the ear- 1 \ 
|  Catched hold of ber hand; and kiſſod ib 
for your ſpirit! She endeavoured to wreſt 
her hand from me; but i held them both 
faſt,” for fear of another blow. Baſe, in- 
folent, raviſher, villain! As ſhe roſe in 
ber epithets, I replied with, lovely, charm- 
ing, adorable, tender, gentle  creature— 
She cried again; but they were ſpiteful 
tears, and did not create in me the leaſt 
| _ of that 5c at on any _ 


other 
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truce, by the neee e #5 the 
gardener's cottage; where E had ordered. 
my: equipage to walt. All the family were 
in bed ue the man's wife, who came 
eure ſying to the Abor, I led, or rather 
fed, Mrs. Gerrarde out of the charlot; 
fr ſhe would not give me her hand; and 
3 begging ſhe would repoſe herſelf fbr a few? 
minutes, Whilſt 1 gave orders to my fer- : 
# vants,” put her inte the good woman's. 
hand. Sbe went fullenly in, without 
making me any anſwer : and ſeeing no- 
body! but the old woman, ſhe was con- 
vinced that complaints, er am attempt t 
eſcape, would be equally fruitleſs, and ſo 
prudently acquieſeed. I ſoon + 
my orders > I made the footman, who 
eame behind the chart» mount the bor, 
and directed him to drive to an inn in the” 
next village to Mrs. Gerrarde's' houſe, and 
from thence j ſend it home by fome one 
who did not know to whom he helonged. 0 
* then ordered. my own: a ee” "1 I 
00 def N 
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doors and entering the cottage, told the 
lady Las ready to attend her. The 0e 
woman preſently, yaviſhed.; ſo that ſeeing - 
nobody to apply. to, ſhe ſuffered me very 
quietly. to put her into wy chariot, andi 
placed myſelf by her. It was made on 
purpoſe for travelling, and 1 took care to 
have. nothing but wooden windows ;. to 1 
which I had the precaution to add a couple 4 
of ſpring:locks, which ſhut on drawing 
up, and were not without difficulty to be 
opened. One of the windows: was already 
up, and I flurted up the pther as ſoon as I 
got into the coach. It was a fine moon: 
light morning, the poſtilion cracked his 
whip, and, though the roads were deep 
and dirty, the four horſes daried away like 
lightning. 1 bod Wo 
I believe, Ale nee aid 1,.you are. by 
this time convinced that my ſcheme. is too 
well laid to be baffled by any efforts you 
can make. 1 mean to treat you with due 
reſpect, and beg you will uſe me with a 
4 little more gentleneſs than you have done; 
- that is all the favour Lſhall aſk in return, till 
| 8 n are Added to ſnew me more. 
Tou 
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faid ſhe, that ever breathed What is the 

meaning that, in the w whole cburſe of our 
acquaintance, your behaviour never gave 
me room to believe that you were ſerious 
in your deſigns on me, and now at once 
you ſouſe upon your prey like a hawk ? 
Tl anſwer you in two words, faid I. When 
we firſt met, you had a huſband ; ſince 
the renewal of our acquaintance {you'll 
pardori me), it was no ſecret that you had 
a favoured lover in Mr. Arnold: I am 
not of a temper to ſolicit a lady by ftealth; 
and I would not give a pinch of ſnuff for 
the woman who is not intirely at my dif- 
poſal. Four attachments to Arnold for- 
bad this, and I was determined to have 
you all to myſelf. My attachments to Mr. 
Arnold ! eried ſhe, impudently, again. 
Ay, faid I, coolly, it began to be talked 
of ſo openly, that your reputation was 
mangled at every tea-table in the country; 
and had you ſtaid much longer there, you 
would have found yourſelf deſerted by 


Tou are the moſt amazing creature; | 


every female of character that knew you. i 


870 n ** with his wife, was Ts 
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: by every- body charged to your account; 

and as ſhe is reckoned a very good fort of a 

woman (was not that a pretty phraſe ?), 

every one took. her part, and were not 

ſparing in their invectives againſt you. 

Add to all this, that Arnold has certainly 

run out his fortune, and is fo involved * 

that it will not be poſſible for him long io 

make thoſe returns of generoſity which 4 

your merit deſerves.— Tou and I have 

= been acquainted lang; Iam no ſtranger. 

Wn. to your circumſtances; I know, at Cap- 

| tain Gerrarde's death, your penſion as his FF 

widow, and the very ſmall jointure x 

Aſhby, was the whole of your income. | 

Arnold's love, it is apparent, has hitherto 
been bountiful ; how Jong it could be in 
his power to continue it fo, may be 2 
Pxltion worth your conſidering. 
I found I had mortified her pride, by 

5 wentioning the narrowneſs of her circum- 
ſtances, and the demolition of her cha- 
rater, If all you ſay were true, Sir, 
which is far from being the caſe (with a 
dos of her head), you wilt find it no very 
. ad matter to make me-amends for - wha 
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1 ſhall perhapy loſe for everby this violence. 
of © yours, notwithſtanding che ſmalineſs of 
my iocome, Which you ſeem ſo well in 
formed of. I haye a conſiderable ſum of 
money, and ſome valuable jewels, lying 
by me, of which my ſeryants may very 
1 probably rob me. I aflured her, upon 
1 my honour, I would. make good to her 
every thing the ſhould loſe througli my 
means, and would take care her Gruation 
ſhould never again be upon the ſame pre- 
carious footing which it had been. I did 
not chule to mention. the cireumſtance o 
my having ſecured; het maid and her mo» 
REY too; I reſerved that for an agreeable 
furprize. I had meaſures to obſerve s 
did not want t be on good terms witb 
her too ſoon for obviaus reaſons, as no- 
mig Was farther from my 1 an ed 

For bs ——_ 1 BE 4 more 
diſtant behaviour, and affected to ſhew | 
her ſomething like reſpect. 1 did not 
drop the leaſt hint of my knowing that 
Mr. Arnold had made his lady Gneaſy on 


| | 7 accayat, much leſs that 8 
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her for . wicked contriver of that miſ- 
chief. I deferred the diſcuſſing of this 
point till a more favourable opportunity 
ſhould offer; when it would be in my 
power to make a better uſe of it. 
My deſign was by degrees to make her 
ſatisfied enough with her fituation, not to 
wiſh to return to Arnold. When I had 
once brought her to this, I judged it 
would not be difficult to carry her ſtill 
farther, to the point I aimed at; and that 
was, to write a letter to him of my dictat- 
ing. Tou will think this was a ſtrange 
expectation, and yet it was what I reſolved 
to accompliſh. I knew the turn of the 
mind I had to deal with: bring a woman 
of this ſort into good-humour, and it is 
eaſy to wheedle her into compliance. She 
has no ſolid underſtanding; but poſſeſſes, 
in the place of it, a ſort of flaſhy wit, that 
impoſes on common hearers, and makes 
her paſs for what is called clever. With 
a great deal of vanity, and an affectation 
of tenderneſs, which covers the moſt ter- 
magant ſpirit that ever animated a female 
hecaſt, her * and governing rn - 


Fa 4$ ; 
—_— * 
TY * 
— * * 8 * 
2 7 . 2 4 ; 16 . 
» $ n — - : : 


bags 1 did not wiſh to have her 8. e 
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is avarice'; and yet, ſtrange to tell! gene- 
roſity is of all things what ſhe profeſſes to 


admire, and is moſt ſtudious of having 


thought her characteriſtic. Her preten- 


ſions to this virtue I have oppoſed to her 


vice of avarice, as the terms appropriated _ 
to each ſeem- moſt eontrary in their na- 

tures; yet I do not mean by! generolity, 5 
that bounteous diſpoſition which is com- 
monly underſtood by the word: no, no; 
ſne aimed at the reputation of this virtue 
in our more exalted idea of it, and Would 
fain be thought a woman of a great ſoul. 
This phraſe was often in her mouth; and 
though her whole conduct gave the lye to 
her profeſſions, ſhe would tell you fifty 


ſtories, without a word of truth in any of 


them, to prove how nobly ſhe had acted 
on ſuch and ſuch occaſions. On the 


knowlege of this part of her ee T 2 
chiefly. built. my hopes of ſucceſs.” 


I kept up a ſort of forced xray | 
during; the reſt of our journey. She was 
Nn but not rude. | As I was far from 


to come to an eclaireiſſement with 


1 
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We reached the inn, which was about 

5 a mile on aur ſide Rocheſter, at eight 
o'clock in the morning. This was a fa - 
vourable hour, as by that time every tra- 
veller muſt have left the ſtages they lay at. 
The houſe ſtood alone, and duekily enough 
had no company in it. My old ſervant, 
Lamb, had received my inſtructions by 

| letter, and was prepared accordingly for 
our reception. This was the place to 
which I had ordered the maid to be car- 
ried;. ſhe had arrived there 3 
fore us, and was ſafely lodged. * 
56 loſe 
to the door of the inn; the ſteꝑ vas let gown 
in an inſtant, and Mrs. Lamb appeared to 
receive us. We both darted into the houſe. 
Dreſſed as we were for a ball, we made an 
odd appearance as travellefs at that hour 
of the morning. I believe this eonfidera- 
tion made Mrs. Gerrarde very readily 
r ſtairs pero woman of the 
1 tra [ies Mrs. Gefeerded . 
ee eee to Lamb 'that-the 
ud 6 till L firſt * to her- 
A. | . 
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N 


into the room ' where ſhe 


would preſently put herſelf in a proper 


habit for travelling. The maid told me 


ſhe had brought her miſtreſs's riding-drefs 
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vas: ſhe ſeethed very glad that we were 
1 arrived. I deſired her to lay out her la- 
7 dy's toilet, whieh 1 concluded ſhe” had 
brought with her; for that Mrs. Gerrarde 


with her, and as many other things of her 


wearing apparel as ſhe could convenientiy 


carry. + I ſaw a vaſt heap of "things lying 


unpacked on a bed which was in the room, 


and aſked her how ſhe had menaged ſb 
/ cleverly as to get ſuch a number of things 


together without obſervation.  'She told 


me ſhe had loſt no time, from the minute 


1 lefr her; till che arrival of her guide; 


but had employed the interval in earrying 


out ſome of the beſt of her lady's cloaths 


piece by piece, and conveying them to 


the cottage, . which - ſhe could eafily do 


without the ſervants ſeeing her; for as it 


was dark, ſhe paſſed in and out without 
obſervation. Here ſhe huddled therm into 


a large portmanteau. Aſter this ſhe 


to examine ber. lady's eſcruitore- But ws | 
5 — Ee "ll long 
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a long time puzzled in endeavouring to 
open it, as none of the keys I had given 


her anſwered. She endeavoured to force 


it open with as little noiſe as poſſible, but 
in vain.” She then had recourſe to a ſe- 
cond trial of the keys, when one of them, 
which probably had been paſſed by before, 
luckily opened the lock. and ſhe ſecured 
all the money and jewels ſhe could find. 
Theſe, ſaid ſhe, kept me in c al 
dread all the way as I. travelled; for 1 

have eight hundred pounds in bank notes; 


and though my lady has ſuch a. ny: 
more ; about me, which 1 have hid. "indie 
ferent parts of my. cloaths, + "hrs AS Elias 

1 commended. the girl's. diligence, as 
indeed it deſerved ; and having before 


| ordered tea and coffee i into Mrs. Gerrarde' $ 


room, I now went in to breakfaſt with 
ber. 1 found the woman of the houſe 
till with her, at which I was not at all 
uneaſy; for as ſhe had been tutored by 
her huſband, I knew ſhe was not to be 


wrought upon, if Mrs, Gerrarde e hade, ö 
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FER As: I did not at that time deſire a tte? 
Hite: with her, I contrived to keep Mrs. 
Lamb in the 00G e mae 00 to 


drink tea with us. : 223311 12 l . 019 1-345 


When we had IO) breakfaſt, 1 | 2old 
Mrs. Gerrarde, that as I feared ſhe was a 
good deal fatigued, if it was agreeable to 
her, we would remain where we were for 


that day; and that L would by all means 


have ber think of taking ſome reſt. She 
ſaid ſhe was extremely tired, and ſhould 
like to get a little ſleep. I think, madamz 
you had better go to bed, faid Mrs. 
Lamb; Ihave a very quiet chamber ready, 


where no noiſe in the houſe can diſturb ; | 


you. Shew me to it, anſwered Mrs. 
Gerrarde, with a tone of wearineſs and 


ill humour. The woman obeyed; 1 fol- 


| lowed : ſhe carried her to the door of the 
room where the maid was, and throwing 


it open, Mrs. Gerrarde, who ſuppoſed ſhe 


was attending her, went in: I ſtepped in 


after her; Mrs. Lamb withdrew. © 


Mrs. Gerrarde's aſtoniſhment at the 


5 hr of her maid, is paſt deſcription. | 
A eee in a tone of admiration. 0s. | 
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chael, wh did not think there Was. any 
thing unexpected or extraordinary in their 
meeting, quite at a loſs to gueſs at What 
her miſtreſs wondered, anfwered her in 
her turn with ſome ſurprize, Madam 
and waited, expełting ſiie would give het 
ſome orders ; which fihding the lady did 
not, the maid aſſeed her, very:compoſedty, 
Would the. pleaſe to undreſs ? Þ hope, 
Mrs. Rachael has ken care to hring you | 
every thing you may Have occaſion for; 1 | 
ſhall leave you in her hands, and with you 
a good repoſe. Strange, aſtoniſning crea · 
ture] ſaid Mrs. Gerrarde, looking at me 
with leſs anger ene eee 
and left the oo. 

I ordered Mrs. Lb en have 5 to 
my priſoners; and heartily tired as I was, 
between dancing and travelling, I * 
_ dreſſed, and threwy myſelf into bed. 1 
_ Cept till G2 o'clock in the evening; then 
; roſe, and put myſelf into a habit fitter for 
my journey. than that in which I came; 
and which] had ſent in a poſtitrunk be- 
fore ET the meſſonger whom I had 
. | —_ 
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; eight o' clock. 
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dered mightily at my art, and ſaid J was 


She ſaid her 


ve her reſentment. 


Mrs. Gerrarde did not riſe ill near 
Thad ordered as elegant a 
dinner as the houſe could afford; and the 
lady having put herſelf into a genteel - 
_ diſhabille, with great alacrity ſat down to 
table, and did not appear to have fretted "ny 
ond her appetite. 1 would' ſuffer no one -.- 0 


r. II. | = 


employed to 1 rh Lamb of 11] com. 
, APORIINS 6 2 

Mfrs. Werd Was Hot yet aning 48 
called for R achael, and aſked her how ſhe 
had come off with her lady, upon telling 
her the manner of ber falling into my 
ſnare. Rachael told me her lady won- 


: 


e ftrangeſt gentleman that ever was born. 
My friend Rachael ſoftened the expreſſion 
I fancy; I am ſure Mrs. Gerrarde did not 
Call me a ſtrange gentleman. 
miſtreſs ſmiled two or three times at her 
relation, particularly at my giving her 
upon the whole, that 
my conduct in ſecuring to her her money 
and her jewels, together with the attend- 
ance of her maid, _ ao ps + : 


OO oo ore tm 


— Ae ms. 2 At; 


74 MZNOIRS 25 
to attend but Rachael, I told Mrs. 3 
rarde that! purpoſed ſetting out for Dover 
that night, and that as it could not be 
ſu ppoſed her maid ſhould be. able. to ride 
ſo far, and that a ſecond c carriage with four 
horſes (as leſs, might not be able to keep 
pace with us) would be liable to obſerya- 
tion, I would, if ſhe pleaſed, reſign my 
place i in the chariot to Mrs. Rachael, and, 
attend her myſelf on horſeback. She an- 
ſwered me coldly, Since ſhe, muſt go, it 
was indifferent to her who was to be her 
companion. Though the motive I offered .. 
for this manner of travelling was not with 
out its weight, yet my true reaſon was to 
avoid being boxed up ſo long again with 
Mrs. Gerrarde. My time was not yet come 
for explanations, and I was afraid of be- 
ing upon good terms with her too ſoon. 
The remainder of the evening was ſpent - 
by her and her maid in carefully. packing 
up their baggage, which had been brought 
in a confuſed huddle to the inn. Mrs. 
| Gerrarde had a convenient trunk bought 
at Rocheſter for the purpoſe, and aſſiſted : 
herſelf in laying them up al e 
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She equipped herſelf in a ſmart riding- 
dreſs, and at eleven o clock, without any 
great reluctance, permitted me to put her 
and her maid into the chariot. The 1 inn 


had no company in it, at leaſt that we 


ſaw; and our. hoſt. was too diſcreet. to let 


any of his ſervants be in the way.“ 3 
mounted my horſe, and triumphantly 


galloped off with e 
We reached Dover early next morning, 


and immediately got on board the packet. © 


The lady by this time appeared ſo perfectly 
ſerene, that I believe in my ſoul I ſhould .. 
not have got rid of her, if I had deſired 
her to have gone back again; but ſhe had 


aſſumed a newair, and affected a fine tender 
melancholy in her countenance. I gueſſed 
apcher thoughts, and found afterwards my 
conjecture right. Will you believe me, Sir 
George, when I tell, you the baggage had 
formed ſerious honourable deſigns upon 5 
perſon ? Fact, upon my word. I faw it i 


preſently (you know my knack of readin 


peoples minds in their faces), and was not 
ſorry for the diſcovery ; ; for though I de- 
N not on any account to encourage | 


EE. E 2 ſuch * 


3 


*. 


8 Memoirs of | 


ſuch a wild expectation, yet T intended to 
make a diſcreet uſe of it; beſides, I knew 
it would afford me a Hale of keeping a 
— en 
We landed next evening. She had 
5 "TY very lick at ſea, and continued ſo 
much out of order, that ſhe was put to 
bed as ſoon as we got to the inn. Sbe 
ordered her maid not to ſtir from her ; * 
the very thing I wiſhed ; ſo that J had no- 
| thing to do but to be very troubleſome 
in my enquiries after her health, and very 
ſorry for her indiſpoſition. . 

The next morning however ſet all to 
rights; and after congratulating her on 
her recovery, and the revival of her beauty, 
I told her I meant to carry her to Bou- 

logne, whither I had ſent Pivet the night 2 
before to take lodgings for us, in a private 
houſe which he knew. I found that neither 

Mrs. Gerrarde nor her maid ſpoke French; 

a circumſtance I was very glad of, though 
the former bitterly lamented her. having 

forgot it. She made not the leaſt objection 
to the travelling from Calais to Boulogne, 


28 the had done before : her late indiſpoſ” 
tion 


N 1 


* 
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tion gave me a pretence for ee ou 5 


Rachael's attending her in the chariot. 


The lodgings Pivet had taken were very 
handſome; our appartments were on the 


ſame floor, ſeparated only by g! lobby. 
Mrs. Rachael had a little bed fitted up 
for her by my directions in her lady's | 


dreſſing- room. Thus far I had failed be- 
fore the wind; but now came the difficult 
part of my taſk. It was impoſſible for 


Mrs. Gerrarde to conceive that any thing, 
but down-right love for her perſon, could 
have induced me to do what I had done. 
I had actually run away with her, put 
myſelf to ſome hazard, and, what in her 
eltimation was no ſmall matter, ſome ex- 


R 


Pence too. No other motive had appeared 
in all my conduct rows her ; and tho? 
I had not abſolutely made love to her, 


yet what other conſtruction could my ac- 
tions bear:? for my words, to ſay the truth, 
were equivocal. She muſt neceſſarily have 


* . 


concluded that I had no other view but a 
piece of gallantry with her. Her deſigns 
on me were of a much more ſerious na- 
ture; and her vanity made her imagine, 


I; 3 - tat, 


78 ME MOIRS F 85 
that, not withſtanding my thorough know- 
lege of her character, her cunning, joined 
to my Na Non, might ag me into er 
_ ſnare. RY OR 
Now, I had ads aa 
of, and two difficulties. to ſurmount. The 
firſt was, not, by any part of my conduct, 
to carry the deception ſo far as to give 
| her the leaſt room to hope: I could. be mad 
Fo and extravagant as lam, Neid, ot 
think of doing, even tO gain my favourite 
point. The other Was, to keep up ſuch 
an appearance of gallantry towards her as 
the muſt naturally expect, and at the ſame 
time avoid all approaches which uſually 
forerun. the cataſtrophe of an amour; than 
which nothing was more re to my 
Wines. 
o fear 8 theſe two extremes 
| was the difficult taſk, | particularly the lat- 
ter; for, between ourſelves, I began to be 
much more afraid of her than ſhe was of 
me. I knew it would be impoſſible for 
me to keep up the farce long; the 
ſooner it was over the better; and there-. 
3 x 8 SY fore - 
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J Sidney Bidülph. 79 
fore 1 determined to enter on my part 
A © | 
Thad been edrelihaiith on OE project* all 
the way as I rode. When we arrived at 
Boulogne, I found "myſelf a little out of 
7 order; having caught cold; and às I was 
really ſomewhat feveriſh, a chought ſtarted 
into my head, that this illneſs might aid 
me in my defign, When we came to our 
lodgings, T made my "excuſes to Mrs. 
© Gerrarde'for not being able to attend her: : 
I told her I found myſelf il, and muſt be 
- obliged' to go to bed. She faid ſhe was 
ver forry, and perhaps ſhe ſpoke truth, | 
I left her in poſſeſſion of her new apart- 
met with her maid Rachael. Their be- 
_ ſtrangers to the language of the con. 
try cut off all communication with the peo- 
ple of the houſe, who could not ſpeak 
Engliſh. I introduced Pivet to them, 
whom they had never ſeen before (for be 
had taken particular care to keep out of 
their view during the whole journey), as a” 
gentleman who was to be their interpreter ; 33 
and having thus ſettled e 3 
retired to my bed- chamber. | 


=. E 4 Not 
* n « : N 
8 S * * | p 
% 


— — 84 7 
— 
* — 


= 
| 
{ 
[ 
f 
} 
# 
1 
N 
x 
i) 
1 
11 
ö 
o : 
1 
24 
*$3 
{+ 
14 


„ . 


» gyms Reg. 4 


- - ———— — — creat * . — —— 
© 
— —— — . —. . : 


80 MINMOIRS of 
Not well, nor ſick. ue 17 to go to 


bed, I threw myſelf however down on it; 
and after revolving in my mind all the 


oecurrences of che three or four paſt days, 
I ſtarted. up again, ſat down to my deſk, 


and have given you, my Bidulph, a faith- 


ful narrative of my Proceedings down to 
the preſent period of time, being Novem- 


ber 20, eight o'clock in the evening. 
Tou may ſoon expect to have the ſecond 
part of this my delectable hiſtory; Shew- 


ing how Orlando, not being able to pre- 
© yail, with all his eloquence, on the as fair 


* 


'* hand to his adventures and moſt won- 
© derful exploits, did, his wrath being 
moved thereby, like an ungentle knight, 


b and beautiful, as fierce and inexorable, 


4 Princeſs Gerrardina, to put the finiſhing 


* © bury his ſword in her ſnow- white, but 
« ſavage and unrelenting breaſt ; whereat, 


being ſtung with remorſe, he afterwards 


F {3 F 


of my adventures? No, no, Sir George, 
expect better things from thy friend. 1 


4 SHIITE... 
Would not this be a pretty e 


. my knight-errantry will not end ſo 


ragen 5 
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Mi Sidney Bidulph. 81 
tragically. But haſten to make my peace 
with that gracious creature your ſiſter: yet 
why do I name her and myſelf in the ſame 
ſentence? She cares not for me, thinks 
not of me, or: if ſhe does, it is with con- 
tempt. I ſaid this before, and I mt re- 
peat it again; but tell her, what 1 have 
done was with a view to promote her hap- 
pineſs. Oh] may ſhe be happy, whatever 
becomes of me. I know the means I have 
uſed will make her angry; but try to make 
her forgive the means for the motive's 
ſake. Tell her as much of this wild ſtory 
as you think proper; but do not let her 
ſee it in my wild rambling language; that 
is "One fit for your own eye. 
Four mother, I know, is out of all 
patience with me. I am black enough in 
her opinion already. This laſt action, as 
fer as ſhe has yet known of it, will dye 
me ten ſhades deeper; but pray put in a 
why for me there too. I know ſhe will 
ſay, that we are not to return evil for 
evil; and that it is not lawful to do evil, 
though to bring forth good. But put 


ber! in mind that there are ſuch things a2 


>. 5 8 a 


take this of mine to be one of them); 
that wicked people are to have their arts 
oppoſed &y arts; and that good people 
© have not only been permitted, but com- 
manded to execute vengeance on ſinners:* 
And you may hint at the children of 
Iſrael's being ordered to ſpoil the Ægyp- 
tians, though far be it from me to ſpoil 
Mrs. Gerrarde of any thing ſhe has. "This 
however, and as many wiſe ſayings as you 
can collect for the purpoſe, you may ſtring 
together ; and be ſure you tell her I have 
hopes of reclaiming Mrs. Gerrarde from 
her eu} courſes, and do not deſpair of pre- 
vailing on her to go into a nunnery; for 
Mrs. Gerrarde, you muſt know, was bred 
a Roman Catholic, though ſhe conformed 
on marrying Captain Gerrarde, Fn 

Now put all this into decent bagesgz, 
$i for that very: good woman's ears; for 
good I muſt call her, ee ſhe 
was inexorable to me. 

I am fatigued with writing fo whn's 4 
euer! feel my diſorder increaſe upon 

me 3.4 will be let blood, and hope ſook: 
© > a 8 a a e to a 


* 


as Sidney, Bidulph. wy 
to give you a good account of my under- 
taking. Mean while, if T am hot e quite 
reprobated, write mie a line, directed Un- 
der cover to Monſieur Larou,, at the A 
| houſe, Boulogne. Farewel, iy dear Bi- 


e ſick or well, Tam ever Your 1 X 
15 December 7.— Was there der Crt TY a 
Piece of knight-errantry? What a m mad - 
cap is this Fra, wh Ka, A 700 5 5 
aſtoniſhed at him? 1 am fare 1 am. 1 
had not an opportunity t to finiſh che Sy 
ing of this very long letter, Which I be- 
gan yeſterday mornifig, till very late This 
night, My poor mother Ras been fo reſt. 
leſs, and 0 much out of order; theſe'twb 
days, I deſired her leave to read to Her 
Mr. Faulkland's hiſtory ( for I can call it 
by no other name) as I ſat by her bed- 
| ide. She told me, I might let her know 
che ſubſtance of what he faid; as it would. | 
fatigue her too much to attend to ſo long 
an epiſt tree aß be 
19 - You would have filed. y Ceili E 
. 3 my good . 8 ariceient 95 5 
5 9 told 


| , - © 
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told ber Nr. Faulkland's proceedings, =_ 
and his reaſons for them. She would | ) 
ſcarce give credit to it at firſt, and I was 
obliged to repeat ſeveral, circumſtances to 
her over again. And ſo, ſaid ſhe, this 
was all on eur account, and he had really 
no ill defign on Mrs. Gerrarde. I am 
glad of this for Miſs Burchell's ſake, and 
hall be impatient to tell her of it. I 
begged of my mother to wait a while for 
the reſult of Mr. Faulkland's adventure, 
before ſhe. mentioned any thing of the 
matter to Miſs Burchell. We do not yet 
1 ſaid I, how this matter may turn 
out Mr. Faulkland, to be ſure, will 
make haſte to communicate to my bro- 
ther the iſſue of this odd affair, and it 
will then be time enough to Inform wie 
young 1 
My mother Gn ah to 

e ee a diſcovery which ſhe knew 
would be ſo agreeable to Miſs Burchell, 
I applaud her humanity ; but think that, 
good and prudent as ſhe is, ſhe is too 
unreſerved in her confidences. This ſtrange 
. i 1 chink, at N in too exi- 

b nes 


1 
EM 
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Miſs. Sidney Bidulph. 35 
tical a ſuſpence to truſt the Tae of 
it to any-body. If Mr. Faulkland fails in 
his deſign, his avowal of it will be far 
from ſerving me. Sir George was With 
us for a few minutes to- day, only to ex- 
ult in Mr. Faulkland's recovered credit. 
Has he n6t well explained himſelf, faid 
he? Oh! I knew there muſt have been 
ſome myſtery at the bottom-of that con- 
duct which ſurprized us all fo much. 
Tbere's a man for you ! Shew me another 
who would carry his HOWIE. diſintereſted ; 
love to ſuch length? 


My mother did not lie that be mould ; 


run om in that ſtrain, and therefore ſtopped-_-/- * 


him. The end crowng all, Sir George: 
let us ſee how your 15 jend will conduct x 
himſelf zhrough this tickliſh affair. Let 
him get through it how he will, anſwered - 
my brother a little bluntly, I think Sidney 
has obligations to 0 hit. 18 han ant never "ih 


No Ty 
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December 5 More intelligence; my 
* z ſtranger and ſtranger ſtil! I am 
fry I ſent off DPF laſt ce as I am 
5 | * fore 
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ſure you muſt! be impatient for the con- 
clufion of Mr. Faulkland's adventure; 
and then what ſorry ſtuff has the interval 
been filled up with ! but I will now make 
vou amends. My mother is better too, 
thank God and N thing ane 
well. 
Sir Gebrge has had a ſecond packet 
from Boulogne. Take the continuation 
of Mrs, Gerrarde's hiſtory as follows: 


How rude is the hand of f 8 I 
| Bidulph ! it had like to haye ſpoiled 
one of the beſt projects that ever was un- 
dertaken, and conſigned to oblivion an 
action worthy. of immortality. 1 have 
been very ill ſince I laſt wrote to you; 
the diforder, which I then complained of, 
turned out to be an ugly fever; and I 
was for three days in extreme danger. 
Mrs. Gerrarde was, during that time, 
cloſely attended by Pivet, whoſe ſervices: 
I diſpenſed with on that account, He 
told me ſhe appeared uneaſy at my ſitu- 
ation, and enquired conſtantly, and kindly 
too, after my health. When'I grew well 


ae to ſit up, 1 begged the favour = 
kent: 


2 — 
> 1 * a Pol 
Wie 
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Mig Sidney Bidulph. 
ſeeing her in my chamber. She came very 
readily, and ſremed downright anxious for 
my recovery. 1 told her 1 hoped ſhe had 

n treated with proper care and reſpe & 
duting my ſickneſs. She faid Mr. Pie 
was à very obliging, good - natured ir man, 
and had endeavoured to make her confine- 
ment as eaſy to her as polſible. 

The plan ſhe had formed of turning to 
the moſt laſting advantage the igoligation 
ſhe ſuppoſed'I had for her, inclined her to 
aſſume a very different behaviour from 


What was natural to her. The weakneſs 
of my condition, while it afforded. me a 


pretence for à more cold and Ianguid be- 
haviour than T could with any colour have 
put on at another time, gave her an op- 
portunity of playing off her arts, and far 


cilitated my defign beyond my hopes. 
She was ſeated at my bed-fide: our att 


converſation confifted of nothing but com- 
plaints ry my fide; and condolements on 
her's. © 1 ſighed ſeveral times, and he 


ſighed in return. Mrs. Getrarde, faid T, 

you are afflicted ; but my illneſs has no 
- oy - in your concern. Something elſe 
bu * e 


LY ; 
* 
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. AE you; you regret the being ſepa- 
rated from Mr. Arnold, and I am always 

the object of your hatred. Neither one 

nor t' other, anſwered ſhe, in a kind voice. 

*Tis impoſſible to hate you; you know it 

1 is not in nature for a woman to hate ſuch a 

man as Mr. Faulkland. As for Mr. Ar- 

1H nold, though I own my former weakneſs 

} in regard to him, yet I hope have ſome- 

| thing to plead in my excuſe. I was mar- 

1 ried very early to an old man, and had 

never experienced the happineſs of reci- 

© | + procal love: he died, and left me deſti- 
| | tute. . Mr. Arnold's generous, though 

I muſt confeſs unwarrantable paſſion, reſ- 
cued me from diſtreſs. | I did not know 
he was married when I firſt unwarily ac- 

| cepted of his addreſſes, and it was too 
late to retreat before I found it out; other- 

VVu.ſe the univerſe ſhould not avs tempted 

f me to have liſtened to him. 

1 In the midſt of the fl 1 obwiged 

from him, it often grie ved me to think 

of the injury I did his wife. There is 

. nothing, Mr. Faulkland, ſo grating to a 

TIF generous mind, and 1 dank I may ven- 

i | ; ; 7:58 ture 
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Miſs: Sidney Bidalph. 89 


: ture: to aſſert that mine is one, as to live in 


a ſtate of dependence, and, at the ſame 
time, owe that very eee to a vice 


that you diſdain. 82 | D5199% is a9 


I was delighted to find that Shad wr 


1 into this ſtrain; it was the thing I wiſhed, 

but durſt hardly hope for without abun- 

dance of trouble on my part, and a diſſi - 
mulation that was irkſome to me. I knn ].-w 


ſhe had ſtudied this ſpeech, and got it by 


rote to anſwer her own purpoſe; but in 


this, as is generally the caſe of deſigning 
people, ſhe overſhot herſelf, and became 
the dupe to her own artifice. I laid hold 
of the cue ſhe gave: Oh ! madam, you 
charm me! go on, go on; now indeed 
you ſhew a generous mind: happy would 


it be for all your ſex, after having devi- 

ated from the paths of virtue, if theß 
could return to them with ſo good a grace, 
fo juſt a ſenſe of their errors !- To you, 


Sir, faid ſhe with a ſolemn air, 6 1 am in- 5 


debted for my preſent reſolutions: I hope 
from this time forward that my life will 
be irreproachable. I hope ſo too, madam. 

I e ſhe underſtood theſe words as. 


favouring | 


— ce ns 
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"favouring her deſign: it was not meet to 
-undeceive her (a little mental reſervation, 
you know, Bidulph): ſhe went on, little 
thinking ſhe was forwarding "my plan, 
when ſhe only meant to promote her own. 
1 hope Mr. Arnold will be as ſenfible of 

Eis fault as I am of mine, and that he Will 
never fall into the like indiſcretion again. 
I believe there can be no true happineſs 

but between a married pair, Who lincerely 
love each other. 

| "Good!" good! thought 1; ſure my ee. 
ter genius prompt the woman to ſpeak 
"thus. Ah! Mrs. Gerrarde, how exactly 
do your thoughts correſpond with mine! 
How juſt are all your ſentiments! What 

a true reliſh have you for virtue | Yes, 1 
hope with you that Mr. Arnold will be 


able to tread in your ſteps: it is a pity | he 
has not your noble example before him. 
Mrs. Arnold is a good woman, and. he 
"might til] live with her in tolerable c con- 


« 


tentment, if he can get the better of his 
"irregular paſſion for you. What a noble 
triumph of virtuous reſolution would this 
be, if _ + ee were the instrument 


Mi; I Sidney: Bidalph. 91 
to bring this about. For Mrs. Arnold's 
and her brother's ſake, as well as your 
own, I wiſh this were feaſible. 

I would do any thing in my power, 
bid dhe (thinking ſhe obliged me by the 
declaration); but 1 know not by what 
means ſuch an event can be oeh 
£ . 8 
GL was afraid to urge-the matter [a 
Ls within an hair's breadth of gaining 
my point, but did not think it ꝓrudent to 
Preſs too forward. We'll think of it an- 
other time, ſaid I, and groaned heavily, 
as if my ſpirits were fatigued. with talk- 
ing. She took the hint. Lam afraid I 
have tired you; you have talked- oo 
much. I anſwered her faintly, ou- are 
very good She curteſied to me, and ge- 
tired with a majeſtic ſtep. I ſaw her go 
more that day: ſne had got upon ſtilts, 
and it was not yet time to take her down. - 
To-morrow. may produce a wonder: 1 
will wait for it. I am really weak, * 
og to recover my ſpieits, 05s. 


EOS 


Boulogne, December 6. 
Noting is ſo conducive'to the body's 
4 health, as the mind's being at cafe, Thave 
2 * 
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ne the truth of this obſervation: my 
foul had been racked with ſuſpence and 
uncertainty during my illneſs; the uneaſy 
ſtate of my mind increaſed my diſorder; 
the diſorder itſelf had chiefly given riſe to 
my apprehenfions, as pain and, ficknels Iz 
are naturally accompanied with a Sloomi- 
neſs of thought. Thus the cauſe and its 
effects were united in mutual league 
againſt me, and reciprocally aſſiſted each 
other to plague and torment me. 
My fears were intirely on Mes, Ar- 
nold's account. What, thought I, would 
be the conſequence of my project, in caſe 
of my death? Mrs. Gerrarde will return 
back to England; and, upon telling her 
ſtory, will be received again by Arnold; 
their union perhaps eſtabliſhed as firmly 
as before, and poor Mrs. Arnold's hopes 
ruined for ever. Then I thought What a 
wretch 1 muſt appear in her eyes, doubt- 
ful, may be, of my ſincerity as to the mo- 
tives I urged to you for my conduct. On 
the other hand, if theſe motives ſhould 
by any means happen to be ſuſpected by 
Mrs. Gerrarde, it might be the means of 
producing the direct contrary effect from 
What 


NIN " ” 
N WM 
A A 


OS 
oats 


EYE c 
2 ? Ko 2g "0K; 99 nog och 
2 8 pen; = N G 
. ³ ˙ a ĩ˙¹·w-·---- —wv ¹“RT 8 


4 #4: 


8 * 


SW 
I 


„ 
« 


28 5 ; = k 4 
. 4 8 


— 


FN ; F ; 


Mis Sidney Bidulph. 29; 
what I intended; and inſtead of baniſhing | 
Arnold's cruel ſuſpicions of his lady, only 
ſerve to ſtrengthen them; for I knew Mrs. 


Gerrarde would leave nothing unſaid or 
undone for this horrid purpoſe; and it is 


not every one, Sir George, whoſe hearts 
are enlarged enough to ſuppoſe a man 


may now and then take a little pains from 


difinterefted principles. This laſt ſug- 
geſtion of my thoughts made me almoſt 


mad, and actually brought on a delirium; 


and what may ſeem a paradox, though it 
is- literally true, the total deprivation of 


my ſenſes for two days was the means of 
my recovering them afterwards; for I am 
ſure, had I retained enough of them to 
have ruminated longer on this fatal ſup- 


poſition, and my diſorder had ſtill threa- 


tened me with death, I ſhould have run 


2 * 


mad. The care of a ſkilful phyſician re- 


called me from the precincts of the grave; 


the ſtrength of a conſtitution, naturally 


good, joined to all the reſolution 1 yould | 


muſter, did the reſt; | | 
The firſt uſe I made of any N Zi 


— 


reaſon, was. to bonſult with myſelf in 
5 what 
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what manner, or by what means, I buld 
prevail on Mrs. Gerrarde to lend a help- 
ing hand to my deſign. Her leaving Ar- 
nold to go off with me, and to all human 
appearance with her own conſent, was a 
material point gained; but the moſt im- 
portant of all, and without which every 
thing elſe would be fruitleſs, was to get 
her to acknowlege, under her own hand, 
the injury ſne had done Mrs. Arnold by 
her vile inſinuations to her huſband. This 
was the grand object of all my wiſhes:. 
This, you will ſay, was difficult: I con- 
feſs it did then appear ſo to me. I had 
not at firſt weighed all the conſequences 
of my enterprize with that deliberation 
in view, was the ſeparating Mrs. Ger- 
rarde and Mr. Araold;: and raiſing his 
indignation againſt her, on account of the 
apparent infidelity on her ſide. To ay the 
truth, I had not conſidered what I was to 
da with her when I had her. Two things - 
1 had reſolved on; the one was, not to 
let her return to England; the other, to 
Provide for her in whatever way ſhe would 


* 
„ 


During my illneſs, I had revolved all 
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put it in my power (the; devoting . myſelf, 
to her excepted), in ſuch a manner. as 
4 mould leave her. no room to reproach me 
4 with having injured, her. temporal wel fare, 


'Y theſe things | in my mind; the laſt, viz. | 
"2 the proyiding for Mrs, Gerrarde, was not 
3 a matter in which I. expected to meet 
many difficulties the other appeared very 
- formidable, Several - methods preſented * 

themſelves, but none of them pleaſed me, 


3 


and 1 rejected them one after the other; 


and, to tell you my mind honeſtly, I was 


almoſt reſolved on uſing compulſion, and 


frightening the poor woman into compli- 
ance; for 1 preferred even this to artifi- 
| cial dealings. I had already uſed more 
khan I could have poſlibly brought myſelf” 


to on any other occaſion in the world; 


and I think I ſhould have threatened le! 


with a nunnery, the baſtile, or even an 
inquiſition, ſooner than have failed, if ſhe* 


herſelf had not beyond expectation, be- 


yond hope, almoſt beyond the evidence of 
my ſenſes, led me as it were to requeſt the 
an of Bots, which of all others I moſt 

Ce PIN. 
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Acſoaited of her. conſenting to, or even 
hearing propoſed with patience. And yer, 
. notwithſtanding the ſeeming ſtrangeneſs 
of this, it was nothing but what was very 
natural, and moſt conſonant to her own 
deſigns. Blinded, and, as I may ſay, in- 
fatuated by vanity, ſhe imagined, that as 
I had taken ſuch uncommon pains to ob- 
tain her, I muſt love her with an uncom- 
mon degree of paſſion ; and that her ſtea- 
dily refuſing any diſhonourable propoſals, 


might induce me, rather than loſe her, to 


make her my wife. 

In order to prepare -me Fk better for 
this, no means were more natural, than 
for her to aſſume the air of a penitent, to 
ſeem ſorry and aſhamed of her paſt fins, 
and reſolve on a virtuous courſe for the 
future. At the worſt, that is, if ſhe tound 
I was not diſpoſed to be as virtuous as 

herſelf, ſhe knew ſhe might play an after- 
game; and could eaſily relax by degrees 
from the ſeverity of her chaſtity, accord- 

ingly as I made it worth her while. 
This was the maſter-key to her be- 
haviour, and once I had got By which 
1 ſoon 
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1 ſoon Gd it! was was the to en Her 
breaſt F 


She came de room Fr" next morn- 
Aug without an invitation, and only the 


previous ceremony of ſending Rachael to ; 


enquire how I did, and to tell me, if I 


were well enough to re (obſerve her 
nicety), ſhe would fit half an hour with 
1 had enjoyed ſuch tranquility of 
heart ſince my laſt conference with her, 


and had reſted ſo well the preceding night, 
that I found myſelf quite another thing 


from what I was the day before; and, 
excepting a little weakneſs, I was as well 


as ever I was in my life. I was up and 
dreſſed, and you may be ſure ſent a ſuit- 


able anſwer to her kind meſſage, which 


ſoon brought the lady, ſailing with an im- 
perial port, into my chamber. After 
ſome civilities paſt on both ſides, ſhe 
by way of bringing her own ,intereſts on 


the tapis, re-aſſumed the topic of our t 
terday's converſation. 


You can't imagine, Mr. Faulkland, | 
ſaid ſhe, how eaſy] am in my mind, fince 


1 Have. reconciled myſelf to the loſs of 
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Mr. Arnold. I own I had a regard for 
him; but I think it had more of grati- 


tude than love in it; for though he i is an 
agreeable man, to ſay the truth, he never 
Was quite to my taſte: he had always 


ſomething too formal about him. 

I took the liberty to aſk ker, how ſhe 
firſt came acquainted with Mr. Arnold; 
and, as you may not know it, I will give 
you the ſtory. She anſwered, with a pro- 
found ſigh, It was by mere accident I firit 


ſaw. him. After the death of Captain 


Gerrarde, which happened in a little more 
than a year after we left Bath, for the 
gout, poor man, got into his ſtomach not 
long after we returned home (and the cro- 


- codile pretended to drop a tear), I went 


to London, in order to ſollicit for my pen- 


ſion. As I had formerly been a Roman 


Catholic, and had not publickly renounced 
that perſuaſion, ſome difficulties aroſe in 
the buſineſs; and a friend of my deceaſed 


huſband, who had undertaken the affair 


for me, happening to be an intimate of 


Mr. Arnold's, and knowing he had an 
Anlluence with the cen at Wars endea- 


; 
Po 
8 
1 
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voured to intereſt him in my favour, by 
repreſenting my ſituation in the moſt af- 
fecting light he could to him. He kindly 
undertook to interfere for me, and was as 
good as his word; but could not ſur- 
mount the difficulty of the objection which 
was made to my claim. He happened 
one morning, unluckily for me, to call 
in at my friend's lodgings, to tell him of 
his ill ſueceſs: I, impatient to know how 
my affair went on, had dropped in to in- 
quire about it a few minutes before him, 
and was ſitting in the dining: room when 


Mr. Arnold entered. I was in my weeds, ; 


and my melanchbvly looks 1 believe made 
Mr. Arnold conjecture 1 was the perſon 


for whom he had ſo kindly concerned 


himſelf, He told my friend he was ſorry 


to inform him, that though he had uſed 
all means in his p6wer, with regard to the 


affair in which he had employed him; he 
found it was impoſſible to effect the buſi- 
neſs; and I am the more concerned, ſaid 
he, turning towards me, as [ am afraid 
i hong lady is to be the ſufferer.” My rela- 
n Behaic 1 was: the Ve for n * 
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had been ſo good as to intercede. I re- 
turned Mr. Arnold- thanks, not without 
tears, at the uncomfortable proſpect I had 
before me; for I had then nothing to de- 
pend on but my ſmall jointure in Kent. 
I was about to take my leave; but ob- 
' ſerving it rained, deſired my friend to 
give his ſervant leave to call me a chair. 
Mr. Arnold very politely deſired I would 
permit him to ſet me down, as his cha- 
riot waited at the door. I would have ex- 
cuſed myſelf; but my relation ſaid, Tis 
in his way, child; and ſince you have 
no hopes of a penſion, you ought to 
be ſparing of chair-hire. Mr. Arnold 
very obligingly offered me his hand, and 
led me to his chariot. He ſet me down at 
my lodgings, and at parting deſired per- 
miſſion to wait on me. ' The fatal conſe- 
quence of our acquaintance it was impoſ- - 
ſible for me to foreſee; for I never had 
the leaſt hint given me, either from my 
own relation or Mr. Arnold himſelf, that 
he was a married man, till he had ſo far 


5 ſecured my gratitude, by repeated acts of - | 4 
generoſity, that it was impoſſible for, ae * 


to Ce bim the return Fae demanded, | 
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Too-grateful heart, ſaid I (pretending 
to believe her cant), what a pity thou wert 
not deftined to reward a purer love ! But 
I thought, madam, you really had enjoyed 
a penſion? 

It was not nc; ſhe 1 chat 
I ſhould let the world ſuppoſe otherwiſe. 
I was not at all known when I firſt came 
to town. Mr. Arnold's exceſſive profuſe- 
neſs (quite againſt my inclination) threw 
me into-a more expenſive way of living 
than before, I found myſelf obliged to 
account for it, to the few acquaintance I 

had, by all the probable means I could 
_ deviſe. For this purpoſe, I pretended 
that I had not only obtained a penſion, 
but had alfo a fortune left me by the death 
of a relation. This was believed, as no- 
body troubled their heads to ede whe- 
ther it was true or not. 5 

Mr. Arnold was n fond of che 
country, and always paſſed his ſummers 
there; but as he could not think of part- 
ing with me, be was ſadly at a loſs how. 
to haye me near him, without bringing on 


oy us both the obſervation of an inquiſitive | 


MF” „„ 
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neighbourhood (ſuch as all country places 
abound in), if 1 went down, quite a 
ſtranger as I was, into Eſſex; particu- 
larly as he told me there were two fami- 


lies near Arnold-abbey, who:made it their 


buſineſs to pry into other peoples affairs. 

Theſe were, a 'Lady Grimſton, a cenſori- 
ous old woman, and the parſon of the Pa- 
riſh, who was a mighty ſtrict man, of 


whom Mr. Arnold ſeemed to ſtand in ſome 5 


awe. He therefore determined againſt my 


: going into that part of the world: but 


having caſually heard me ſpeak of my lit- 
tle cottage in Kent, Where poor Captain 


Ger rarde and 1 had lived for two or three 


years, he aſked me whereabouts it was, 
and was delighted to find it joined his 


own eſtate at South Park, and was within 
aà mile of his houſe. He begged of me to 


go down to my own houſe, which he in- 
ſiſted on furniſhing elegantly for me, and 


;« obliged me alſo to keep a chariot. I (tho? 


unwillingly) found myſelf under a neceſ. 


ſity of complying. About a fortnight af. 
ter 1 was ſettled at Aſhby, Mr. Arnold 


ars r came don: "m2 it t Was 


that, for the firſt time, I ſaw his lady. 
I went to pay my compliments to her, as 
every genteel family in the neighbourhood 
did; and I own I never ſaw her without 
feeling myſelf ſhocked: to death at the 


thoughts of the injury I did her; for I 


really believe Mrs. Arnold i is a very We 

meaning, woman. : 

Ohl! thou ſcorpion, muttered I ro my- 

| elf, and yet thou haſt: 1 her to af. 
fiction and ruin! 

That Mrs. Arnold is a n 
woman, ſaid 1 coldly, 1 have no doubt; 5 

yet you ſee Mr. Arnold's opinion of her 


virtue was not ſtrong enough to be proof 
againſt ſuſpicions; for it is moſt certain, 


that, if he had not given credit to your 


repreſentations of his wife's conduct, he 
would not have gone ſuch lengths as to 


have parted wich her; for Arnold had 
always ſome regard to appearances. 
A repreſentations, Sir! with a look of 


aſtoniſhment; pray do not lay more to 
my charge than I deſerve : what the par- 
ticular reaſons were, which induced Mr. 


Arold to part with his wife, * not 
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104 cant; wo 
_ tay; but whatever his ſuſpicions. were, 


they never took their riſe from me. 
I found ſhe intended to brazen this de- 
mal out; but as it was abſolutely neceſſary 


to my deſign to bring her to a confeſſion 


of this particular act of perfidy, I reſolved 
to lead her into it in ſuch a way as ſhould 
be leaſt mortifying to her pride. 

Come, come, my dear Mrs. Gerrarde, 


_ faid I, I know you are above concealing 
any paſt failings that you are reſolved to 
mend. I know very well that it was your 


inſinuations, and your's only, that kindled 
the fire of jealouſy in Arnold's breaſt. Such 
arts are not uncommon in lovers. You 


loved him then, and wifhed to have him 


intirely to yourſelf ; and a wife, though a 
ferſaken one, is ſtill intitled to ſo much 


attention from her huſband, as a fond miſ- 
treſs may think robs her of too much. I 


know this was the caſe, and it is natural: 


but were you not an unmerciful little ty- 
rant to involve me in the miſchief, and put 
it into the man's noddle, that / os So 
5 upon his wife ? 


FRG! my manger i which 1 affected to ; 
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5 ſpeak of this affair, ſeemed to reconcile 


her a little to the charge; but the laſt part 
of it, which regarded myſelf, ſtruck her 


all of a heap. She had no notion that T 
knew it. She was going to ſpeak, to deny 
the accuſation I ſuppoſe, and therefore I 
prevented her; and taking her by the 
hand, Come now, ſaid 1, deal with me 


ingenuouſiy; and if you would perſuade 


me that you are really in earneſt, and 
mean to repair thoſe little lapſes which 
you have inconfiderately been led into, tell 
me truly, did you really believe that 1 


ever had any eee e eee an amour r with | 


Mrs. Arnold? 3 


I choſe to give y mu chis turn, 
thad ſhe might; with leſs ſhame to herſelf, 


by laying hold on the hint, acknowlege 


her guilt: She heſitated for an anſwer, 


and I gueſſed ſhe was conſidering whether 


to perſiſt in denying the whole charge 


againſt her, or avail herſelf of the handle 

I had given her, and make a fort of merit 
of her ſincerity, by pretending to believe 
what ſhe was thoroughly convinced there 
2 n leaſt foundation even to ſuſ 
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pect, but What her own wicked ſuggeſtions 
had encouraged in the unfortunate Ar- 
nold. Her ſilence, thus rightly interpreted 
by me, made me go on: You ſee I know 
all your ſecrets; and you are not the wo- 
man I take you for, if you conceal your 
real ſentiments in this reer : more of 
my quiet depends on it than you are aware 
of, and I withdrew my hand from her's 
with a ſerious and almoſt reſenting air. 
She appeared diſturbed, and in a good 
71 2 of confuſion; but recovering herſelf, 
4 really, Mr. Faulkland, I can't fay © 
I had ſome ſuſpicion. of What you 
— I was no ſtranger to your fond- 
neſs for Mrs. Arnold before ſne was mar- 
ried, and there was nothing very ſurpriſing | 
in à diſappointed lover's renewing! his 
hopes, when he thought the neglect which 
a lady met with from her huſband; might 
incline her to be leſs obdurate to a man 
ſhe was once known to favour ſo much. 
This was enough : I did not think it 
by any means neceſſary to preſs her to a 


farther explanation; what ſhe ſaid was a2 


ſufficient acknowlegement of her fault, 
8 „ mM... 


* 


2 
ſv. 
TPP ; 


Miſs Sidney Bidulph. 167 
though the cunning ſorcereſs had turned 


5 the hint (which I had indeed thrown out 
on purpoſe) to her own advantage; and 


had the effrontery to avow an opinion 


which had never before ne. into r 
1 ſopnd i it neceſſary now to carry on ths 


Farce, by aſſuring her, I had never enter- 
tained a thought to Mrs. Arnold's diſho- 


nour; and that though I made no great 


ſcruple of robbing a man of his miſtreſs, 
vet I thought it a crime of the blackeſt 
due to deprive him of the affection or ey] exp 


lity of his wife. 


The ſerious manner in which! FS : 
this a little diſconcerted Mrs. Gerrarde. 


Well, faid ſhe, I can only ſay, that I am 
© very ſorry. I entertained ſo falſe. a ſuſpi- 


cion; and more ſo, as it has produced 


ſach unhappy conſequences : but l hope 


Mr. Faulkland N not believe that I meant 


him any injury? 
That I am ſure you. tid. not, fd: 3 


and yet this very affair has given me more 
uneaſineſs than you can imagine; for a2 
Mrs. Arnold's brother is my AY parti 
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_ | cular friend, he muſt think me the great- 
 eſtof villains, if I could entertain a thought 


of diſhonouring his family : the fear of 
loſing his friendſhip, I own, gives me more 


pain than I can expreſs, and there is no- 
thing I would not do to Wem oy eh 
to him. hs 
I am very Walsers cell Mrs. Ges 
wilt (pretending towipe her eyes), to have 
been the occaſion of ſo much uneafineſs in 
any-body's family. I wiſh I had died be- 
fore I was ſo unhappy *s to meet with 
Mr. Arnold; if it had not been for him, 
I might now have been an innocent and a 


contented woman; and ſhe really ſqueezed 


out a tear, though not of contrition. 
Dear madam (again taking her hand), 


40 not afflit yourſelf for what is paſt re- » 


calling; contentment, nay happineſs, I 


hope, is yet within your reach; it will be 
your own fault if you do not lay hold of 
it: as for the unhappy family that J, as 


en you, have contributed to diſtreſs, I 


wih from my heart there could be a re- 
union amongſt them. Mr. Arnold's hav- 
ing loſt you might perhaps incline him to 


Mifs- Sidney Bidulph. "109 
turn his thoughts towards his wife, if he 


were not prejudiced againſt her by the ſuſ- 
picions he has entertained of her virtue. 


This I am afraid will be an inſuperable 


bar to their ever living together, unlefs 


' yqur influence, which firſt gave birth to 
his jealouſy, is, ſtill. forcible enough! to 


re move it. 5 1 : S 
[ wiſh it were in my power, faid * 


Gerrarde; there is nothing I would not 
do to effect it: but what influence can I 


have on Mr. Arnold, on what bes ha 
pened? | 

Suppoſe you were to. write hind faid 1 
you and he probably may never meet 
again; and it would be an effort worthy 
indeed of a noble mind, to repair the: 


© wrongs we have done to others, by a can- 
did acknowlegement of our own faults. 


Putting Mrs. Arnold out of che queſtion, 
*tis a reparation you owe my character; 
for however light the world may make of 
a piece of gallantry with a married wo- 


man, it is a matter of ſerious moment to 
me to acquit myſelf of the ar e 1 


to > ir George Is. 
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If you think, ſaid ſhe, that my writing 
to Mr. Arnold could produce ſuch good 
effects, I am ready to do it; though I 
confeſs I hardly know how to addreſs 
him; for he muſt, to be ſure, look upon 

me as the very reverſe of what I really am, 

and thinks me without ae an un- 

grateful woman. 

We can but try, faid I: if it Hoes! not 

produce the deſired effect, it will not be 

your fault; and you will have the ſatiſ- 
faction to reflect, that you have done your 

duty. I ſtepped to my eſcruitore while I 

Was ſpeaking and reſolving not to give 

her time to cool, took out pen, ink, 

and paper, and laid them on a little 

writing table before her. If this unjucky 

breach, ſaid I, were once made up, * n 

mind would then be eaſy. Fogel 5 

She took the pen in her hand, SAR | 

3 irreſolute, and at a loſs. how to be- 
gin. Come, madam, ſaid I, and confute, 
by your own example, the received erro- 

neous opinion, that if a woman once 
ſtrays from the paths of virtue, ſhe never 
returns to them. I: ro 


2 


Miß Sidney Bidulph.- 11 
A falſe and ill- grounded opinion indeed, 


J uach ſhe, lifting up her prophane een a 


in penitence. What am I to ſay? 


[You are to obſerve, that my notes, as 


ſhe went along while I diQarad, are put 
between hooks. ] > 
[Begin] Dear Sir? [for 104 10 nei- 
ther too familiar nor too cold], The terms 
on which you and I have lived, intitles 
vou to an explanation of my reaſons for 
leaving you ſo abruptly; and I hope the 
| © generoſity of my motive will incline you 
to overloak the ſeeming: unkindneſs of 
the action.“ [This you may aſſure your- 
ſelf it will, when he comes to conſider 
coolly]J. The unhappineſs that I occa- 
ſioned in your family, by cauſing the 


* ſepazation of you and your wife, has, 


* for a long time, been à thorn in my 
heart; and the more ſo, as beſides the 
© robbing her of your affections, I own, 
and take ſhame to myſelf in the confeſ- 


ſion' [how noble muſt he think this con- 
feſnon ], .* that. thoſe aſperſions, which I 
* threw on her, had not the leaſt founde-" 
. tion in truth. [This is truly great. 
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& hh palieved. her perfectly ir innocent 5 


© but, if 1 could have had the leaſt poſſible 


doubt of it before, I muſt be now con- 


© firmed in that opinion by Mr. Faulk- 
* land, who can have no reaſon for ex- 


« cuſing or concealing facts of this nature 


from me at preſent.” [Here ſhe added 


of herſelf, ” repeating it firſt aloud to me}; : 
and I think the preference he has given 


* me to her, now in her ſtate of ſepara- 


© tion, is a convincing proof of this.“ An 


admirable argument] (her vanity would 
not let her ſlip this obſervation). © [Pro- 


ceed, madam}. * The true teaſons of my 


© infinuations againſt her, were no other 


© than that I could not bear to ſhare your 


affections with any-body* [and a very 


ſufficient reaſon too, which a man that. 


loves can eaſily forgive]. I knew, that 


© ſo long as ſhe gave you no cauſe of 


complaint, you were too juſt to with- 


© draw your whole heart from her, and 


+ nothing bur the whole would content ine.” 
Still you fee you ſhew'a' great mind]. 
True, ſaid ſhe, going on; but my reaſon. 


b * him without apprizing him of 5 


Mi Sidney Bidulph. 113 
it, what are we to ſay for that? [Oh! 
nothing more 2afy to execute: he will ad- 
mire you the more for the reaſon 7 ſhall 
give. Come]. My departing without 
* firſt making you acquainted with my de- 


* ſign, and going off with another perſon, 


map, at firſt ſight, ſeem very ſtrange; 
but, to tell you the real ſtate of my 
heart, I found I could not truſt to its 


< firmneſs on the ſubject of parting with * 


you. I loved you fo, that it was with 
pain and grief I made the reſolution z- 


© and I knew too well, that had you uſed 


* any arguments, which to be ſure you 
* would have done, to diſſuade me, I, like 
* an eaſy fool, would have given up all 
my good deſigns.“ [I am only afraid 


this will make him love you more than 


ever]. (She ſmiled as ſhe continued to 
write). As for the other article. (This, 
I was more puzzled to excuſe than the 
firſt ; but, putting on a bold face, I ſaid, 

Madam, I hope you will not condemn me 
here, while. you excuſe yourſelf: the ſay- 
ing you were run away with, will knock 


al the reſt on the head, and he may chuſe. i 
5 1 whether 
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. 
whether he will believe that you really in- 


tended to break off with him or not; 
therefore that particular had better not be 
touched upon. Well, ſaid ſhe, get me 


out of this ſcrape as cleverly as you 
brought me into it, Fear not, ſaid I; go 
on). As for the other article, though 1 
© ſhall never love Mr. Faulkland as I have 
done you, yet in him I have found a 


protector; and through his means, hope 


* to paſs the remainder of my life, in a 
manner more ſuitable to a woman of a 


© generous way of thinking, than that 
« wherein ſhe conſidered herſelf as en- 
© croaching on the rights of another. I 
hope, by this facrifice which I have made 


© of my love' to a more heroic principle, 


© that I ſhall expiate my former. offence ; 
and that you will follow my example ſo 
© far.as to make what reparation you can 


©to the woman we have both injured.” 
[How this muſt raiſe, how exalt you in 


his opinion! I think it muſt, cried ſhe, 
bridling up her head, as if they were re 


really her own ſentiments]. 


11 Bare, ſaid I, this is all that is derer | 


. 


ſary to be bid you A . in a ati 


ſcript, that, as he furniſhed the houſe for 
you at Aſhby, every thing in it is at his 


ſervice ; together with your chariot and 
horſes, which were alſo his gifts. 

She demurred to this; and in the 
midſt of her heroics, ſaid, I wiſh I could 


get ſomebody to ſell them for me private - 


ly, and remit the money to me; for, ſince 
I am here, I ſhould like to ſee a little more 
of France before I return. 

I told her that would look mean, och 


below: a great mind. Well, ſaid ſhe, let 


them go. I owe all my ſervants a year's 


wages, and another perſon. about fifty 
pounds for a little temple he had juſt built 
in my garden, but not quite finiſhed when 


L came away. I think I had better de- 
ſire thoſe debts to be diſcharged: 1 have 
always been very punctual in my dealings, 


255 and would not or the world. e e | 


body. 2% inf 
Lou are in he. right; aid 17510 8 ain 


look. honourable in your to. deſire. thoſe 5 


debts to be paid. 
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letter in the ſame ſtile ſhe had begun it, 
and added a poſtſcript to the purport 1 
mentioned. I haſtened to make her ſeal 


it up, and direct it to Mr. Arnold, at his 
houſe in London, who, I ſuppoſe, has had 


the pleaſure of receiving it before now; 
for I diſpatched it off directly. I flatter 


myſelf with the hope that it will me We: 


deſired effect on him 


You will think perhaps, chat] as 1 bare | 


managed it, I have really given her a ſort 
of merit with him in the acknowlegement 
of her fault, and the pretended reaſon ſhe 
gives for leaving him. No fuch thing, Sir 


George. Arnold is a man of too much 


ſenſe, and knows the world too well, to 


de ſo deceived. I have been told by my 


Lord V, who knows him perfectly, that 


nobody judges better when he is not blinded! 


by his paſſions. All her profeſſions muſt 


go for nothing when fas are againſt her. 


Tis plain ſhe went off with another man, 
and to all appearances premeditately, as 


her maid and her riches bore her * = 


pany. *Tis alſo plain, by her own 


As for her recanting her injurious aſper- 
ſions on poor Mrs. Arnold, tis the only 
circumſtance in her letter likely to gain 


belief, as ſne could have no temptation to 


that but real compunction, with which 
people of that kind are ſometimes viſited; 
and for the reſt of her letter, to any one 
of common underſtanding, that lays cir- 


cumſtances together, it will appear, as 1 


intended it ſhould, the contrivance of an 


artful jilt, who, having almoſt ruined the 


wretch ſhe has had in her power, would 


afterwards make a merit of deſerting him; 


for they muſt be hardened reprobates in- 
deed, that would not, if they could, at 
leaſt ty to palliate their evil deeds. - This 
is the light I expect Arnold will conſider 


her in. I know he is hurt deeply in his 
fortune by this vile harpy. I hope the 


remnant may be ſufficient to ſupport your 


excellent ſiſter, if not in affluence; at leaſt 
with comfort, ſhould fhe regain her influ- 


ence over him, and [ſubmit to live with 


him again. This, 1 am ſure, will be the 
conſequence, if he i is not blind to his own” | 
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I I ſhall be impatient to know how the 


letter operates on him; but this you are 
not likely to be let into; and perhaps his 


pride may make him endeavour to conceal 


it from every-edy. My Lord V—, I 

am ſure, will pick 12 _ ene 
and ſend it to me. 1 

I think Mrs. Gerrard 8 en bn 

regard to Mrs. Arnold (to which ſhe could 
have no intereſted motive), „Vith the cor- 
roboratiag circumſtance of y 
her at a time when Mrs. Ard was from 
under her huſband's protection, injured by 


him in the tendereſt point, and aſperſed 


by a barbarous and inviduous world; all 
this, I ſay, muſt ſurely clear from all ſuſ- 


picion that admirable creature: for who, 


that knows Mrs. Arnold, would think 
that any man (except her huſband) would 
2 any woman upon earth to her? If 
this does not remove all doubt of her con- 


duct in Arnold, as well as in the reſt of the 
world, my pains have been to little pur- 


poſe; z and 1 know no other human means 


that can be uſed to diſabuſe the mad ere - * 
dulity of that man. I pity him from my 
1 ; | heart 4 


ding off with 
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heart in his preſent ſituation ; for it will 
be ſome time before he will be ſenſible of 
the good I have done him; and, I dare 


ſwear, the man is at this time ſo ungrate- 


ful, that, if he could, he would cut my 
throat. I do nõt want to have him know 
the extent of his obligation to me: I ſhall | 
be ſatisfied to fit — in the contempla- 
tion of my meritorious actions, without 
enjoying the.fame of them. This great; 


neſs of min bo learnt of Mrs. Gerrarde. 


But to ret 
The N gained my W970 peine 
put me into ſuch ſpirits, that I could have 
kiſſed Mrs, Gerrarde a liberty which, I 
aſſure you, however I never preſumed to 
take. She, for her part, ſeemed as well 
pleaſed with what ſhe had done as I was, 
TI praiſed her for the part ſhe had ated, 
though I very much feared ſhe would re- 
pent of it when we came to explanations, 
which I reſolyed ſhould. be on that very 
day. I told her, I hoped. ſhe would ob- 
lige me with her company at dinner. She 


conſented. with a bow. I had ordered one 
t MY _ n 1 than, uſual, and dis 
s | | rected 
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rected that it ſhould be in her apartment. 

We were told it was on table. I never 

ſaw Mrs. Gerrarde fo agreeable as ſhe was 
during dinner; ſhe was in high ſpirits and 
good- humour: I almoſt thought it a pity 
to let her down that day; but I conſidered 
the longer her expectations were kept up, 
the greater would be her diſappointment; 
and, out of pure weten. ee to 
| 3 hef out of doubt. 

I had been told Mrs. Glide was no 
enemy to a chearful glaſs; but the deſigns 
he had formed upon me put her on her 
guard, and I obſerved ſhe drank nothing 

dut wine and water, made very ſmall. 
This, I was afraid, would not be ſufficient 

to keep up her courage under what I in- 
tended to ſay to her. I pretended to be 
diſpoſed to drink, and inſiſted on her help- 
. N me out with a flaſk of burgundy. 

With affected coyneſs ſhe ſuffered me to 

fill her glaſs ; the ſecond offer I made, 
her reſiſtance was leſs ; the third ſhe made 
no ohjection to at all; and thelfoddth ſhe 
Filled for herſelf. The wine was excel- 
ent; not that poor. ſort which is am. | 
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monly drunk in France. In ſhort, we 
_ finiſhed our bottle, I thought her now a 
match for what I had to ſay. I had made 
the glaſs paſs briſkly, and had filled up the 
intervals with ſinging catches, and raging 
on any ſubject that came into my head. 

Mrs. Gerrarde, who no doubt expected | 
I ſhould make an advance of ſome kind 
or other, ſeemed to gro a little out of 
humour at my levity. I found the bur- 
.gundy had been quite thrown away upon 
her, and had had very little effect: ſhe was 
ſilent for a few minutes, and ſeemed to 
be conſidering of ſomething: at laſt ſhe 
opened, and Iwill give you the conyerſa- 85 
tion chat 1 Wee us, 20 1 ws 
i | 


M. G. Mr. Failkland, it is time dat 
you and I ſhould underſtand one another's 
meaning a little better than we do at pre- 

ſent: you know very well that you have 
put an end to all my expectations in Eng- 
land: indeed, if I were at liberty, I could 
_ «not have the face to return there again in 
any character but that of your wife. ( 


0 was glad ſhe began firſt, and that, though 1 
25 255 Vo L. II. | 5 . G . 1 ang. 1 N | 4 
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I gueſſed at her views, ſhe had uſed ſo 
little caution in diſcovering them, as it at 
once rouſed in me an indignation which 
could not ſuppreſs, and without which iT 
could not have brought 1 to _ 
Her as ſhe deſerved). te 

Mr. F. My wife, e (ophing 
her at that tremendous word) be 2 
to tell me if I heard yoù right? 

- Ars. G. Yes, Sir, it was your wie x 
aid : if you tkink you and I are to live 
together on any other terms, you will 
a find yourſelf exceedin igly miſtaken; 1 
ſmiled, and ſuffered her to g om). I 
thought, Sir (ſtifling the anger that I a 
riſing), that the words which you your- 
ſelf dictated in the letter which I juſt now 
.- wrote, where you'ſay, I had in yu found 
a protector, and one-by-whoſe means 1 ſhould 
| be able to paſs the-reſt of um life in a manner 
more ſuitable to a woman of a generous Way 
of thinking, than that wherein ſhe conſidered 
herſelf as: nygroaching on the rights of an- 
other W ae theſe been words, 
Sir i %%% ¼ + 1 WO, ; 80 
as F. They w were, Madam, To oy | 
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the truth, chere was ſomething equivocal 
in che paragraph, , though, when I deſired 
her to write it, this conſtruction never en- 
tered into my head) 
Me. G. Then, Sir, how am Its un- 
derſtand them? 4 

M. F. I proteſt, Madady; you avs 
ee a conſtruction that I never once ſo. 
much as dreamed of. Bain 1-08 Sent 52:04 


| Mrs. C. Why, Mr. Faulkland (wich a 


very briſk tone), do you fancy that by 
changing Mr; Arnold for you on any other 
conditions, that bam: e at n 
by the bargain? nn 
Mr. F. Why really, Madam, if- that 
were to be the caſe, I doh't think you 
would be a very great loſer: you have got 
as much from poor Arnold as you could 
expect: I am able to de ber hs hou s* 
and, as I am nobody's property, it would 
certainly, in W n Oy 
eligible outen n y 

. Mrs. G. Sir, you uſe me very 1 * 
dad not expect ſuch treatment. 


Mr. F. How, pray Pepe I Did I ever 


"IN would. marry 7 95 Beet 
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Mrs. G. No, Sir; but your behaviour 
has given me room to ſuppoſe that nn 
thing was in your thoughts. 
Mr. F. Are you not then the ae 
liged to me for treating you with ſuch re- 
. rar as made you fancy fo? 

1b G. Reſpect! reſpect (uttating 

between! her teeth), Mr. Faulkland ! (and 
ſhe ſtood up) there is not/a man in Eng- 
land but yourſelf, after What I have de- 
clared, that mann refuſe eee his 
wife. | - 
Mr. F. What have * carla, Mrs. 
Gerrarde? «rf; 

. G. Why, Jaw Lav 8 
Fe my failings, ſhewed myſelf ſorry 
for them, quitted them, and mn all the 
reparation in my power? | 
. was amazed to ſee how eudagiouty 
ſhe had adopted as her own, the ſenti- 
ments which I had ſuggeſted to her: it 
was ſo like hers that I could have 3 
in her face). 

Mr. F. Your behaviour, on thi is acea- ä 
. n has really been worthy of the imita- 
tion 51 all oor own ſex, andthe preg | 


Mp 
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ours: for a woman voluntarily to quit an 
irregular life, and that too from mere mo- 
tives of conſcienco. (I was ſtopped by a 
knaviſn ſneer, which I could not ſubdue: 
She ſaw-it, and fired immediately ; ; but 
ſtrutted about che room to cool herſelf : 
at laſt, for I ſat very ſilent, looking at her, 
ak playing with one of the glaſſes)— \ 
Mrs. G. Mr. Faulkland, if you are 
Kiſpoſe to have done trifling, an and will 
vouchſafe me a ſerious anſwer, pray tell 
me, Are you ed determined not 0 
„ marryy me? nt; fl . 
Mr. F. Abſolutely. . 
Mrs. G. You are not ſerious, Gay: 
Mr. F. My dear creature, why ſure hon 
canſt not be W in aſking me the queſ- 
. c — 1 
Mrs. G. Sir, bl ſerious, FE: pe 
\ferious anſwer. ay 
Mr. F. Why then, . ee 
no more thoughts of marrying thee, than 


I have of marrying the firſt fulraas- i in the 
wwe ſeignior's ſeraglio. i 


„ As. G. Very well, Sz, very en 1 


a anſwered ;. (and. ſhe walked. quicker IO ; 


| abour the room than 5 8 
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We were both ſilent. She, I ſuppoſe, 
e that I ſhould propoſe other terms, 


andi a ſettle ment; and waited, to try if 1 


would ſpeak. I had a mind rent her 
a little, and hummed a tune. 


Mrs. G. (Advancing to me, and maks 
ing a lew curt'ſey, with a moſt ſcornful 
and ſarcaſtical air) May I preſume to 


22 what your mightineſs's pleaſufe is 


in regard to me? Do you intend to kerp 


me for your nurſe againſt your next ill- 


neſs, or to ſend me to the grand ſeignior I 


ſeraglio to wait upon the firſt. 10 

Ar. F. Neither (careleſly, and Sang 
another way). I have not yet amv 
which, way I ſhall diſpoſe of vou. 


Mrs. G. Diſpoſe of me ! diſpoſe of x 


why ſure the man has loſt his ſenſes !- 
Mr. F. Look you, Mrs. Gerrarde; we 

will play no longer at croſs. purpoſes: ſit 

down, and be calm for a few minutes, till 


FR hear what I have to ſay. 


(she did fo, with. a kind of i patience 
in her looks, that informed me I might 
have made a very free propoſal, WORE: b 
any. great dan ger of her MA 
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Mr. F. How long have ane 

| acquainted; 98 O16 VIPTE 
E Mrs. G. Lord! Waun is chat ae 
the p purpoſe? * ast B en Dea 
4 F. Tis only in order to my deſir- 
ing you would dock back, and, upon re- 
collection. aſiæ yourſelf, if you ever had 
men to lool upon me as your lover. 
rs. G. Emade chat obſer vation to you 


whe we were travelling together: Nhat is 


ng anden _— * N r 1 80 14 
bare e enz | 1 to be ſuch, or 
drop the leaſt hint of Nr and cap to 
you on any conditionngn 
Mrs. ING ag Wer talk n the ſubject 


* 


Me . Did Tee Behne u ad- 


ee of having you in my power, to 
venture on the ſmalleſt liberty with you; 


or ever deviate from that reſpect in my 
behaviour, that J was uſed; at all” other 
times, to treat you'with? : 


Mrs. G. I do not fay you did; and it 


was that very behaviour that inclined me 


to imagine you had other thoughts that 
. 1 CN 
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Mr. R. Now drew a wrong toiielalho, 
though it is to be confeſſed not a very un- 
natural one. Such a behaviour might have 
been ſo conſtrued by a lady otherwiſe cir- 
cumſtanced than you were; but I think 
a woman of your ſagacity might have 
concluded, that, wich Mrs. Getratde, a 
man would firſt have tried his fortune upon 
gentler terms than thoſe of matrimony. 
Mrs G. Well, well (pee viſniy) g Ide 
not underſtand your riddles: to the point. 
. F. Why, the point, in ſhort, is 
this; that, without any particular deſigns 
on your perſon, my whole view, in car- 
rying you out of England, was to break 
off your intgggurſe with Mr. Arnold. 
(She ſeemed thunder · ſtruck; but reco- 
vering herſelf, And is this what I am to 
hear calmly? And ſhe flounced off the 
chair to the other end of the room. 
; I followed her; and, taking her hand, 
begged ſhe would again ſit down, and 
hear me out. 1 drew. her to a chair, and 
ay ſet her down in it). 1 
Ar. F. Now, for your own fake, hear 
me with patience; violence or perverſe - 
2 neſs will be of no ui to you. 4 | 
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Ir. G. Very well, Sir; Tam your pri- 
ſoner; your fave at preſent : fayw What * 
Please; tis Jour turn nb’ wt. oy 
Me. F. Well then, Madam, Fl T ma 

bedr T really never had any deſigns 
upon you merely on your own account.” I 

allow you to be a very fine woman, and 
capable of inſpiring love in any man that 
ſees you; but t muſt tell you plainly, that 
love has had no ſhare in my conduct. (I 
ſaw ſtifled rage in her face; but T pro- 
ceeded). I have already told you the real 
motive of my carrying you off: it was, as 
I ſaid, to diffolve the union between you 
and Mr. Arnold, and my reaſons for with- 
ing to do ſo are theſe: Mr. Arnold is 
married to one of the beſt women living, - 
for whom I have the higheſt reſpect and 
eſteem, and whom J once adored > That 
lady has, by your influence over her huf- 
-band, not only been thrown out from his, 
heart, but even thruſt out from his houſe, 
But the calamity ſtops not there; ſhe is 
.. cruelly aſperſed by the world through your 
5 A ggeſtions, and I am the perſon pointed 
a fo the injurer of Mr. Arnold's Honour,” 
f | 9 „ and 
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and the deſtroyer of his wife's innocence; 


You have brought ſhame and grief into a 
worthy family. Lady Bidulph (an excel- 
lent woman) has not been able to overcome 
the ſhock of the barbarous treatment her 
daughter has met with. Her brother, the 


beloved friend of my heart, ſuffers equal 
diſtreſs; for, though he is conſcious of 


his ſiſter's innocence, he feels the wounds 


that her reputation has received; nor can 
he poſſibly redreſs the miſchief, as his ſiſ- 


ter's injuries ſpring from a cauſe which 


her delicacy will not permit to be ſcruti- 


nized. Her two poor children are left 
without a mother; ſhe herſelf almoſt with- 


out 2 friend, and ſinking every day wieder 
the weight of ſuch corhplicared miſery. 


As for Mr. Arnold himſelf, 1 profeſs no 
perſonal regard for him : I ſcarce know 


him; but, for his family's ſake, I would, 
on any other occaſion, riſque my life 15 
fave him from ruin; for ruin you have 

almoſt brought on him. I am no ſtranger 


to the ſums he has laviſned on you; his 


; purchaſing an employment for one of your” 
SON my e another from 4 
| as | 7 5 


0 
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prilon. Tou have; loſt, nothing by thy 


proceedings but what I ſhall, make-up ten- 


1010 to you, if you behaye ſo as to deſerve 


my kindneſs. I have now laid before you 


the true reaſons for my conduct. I hope, 
that by breaking the inchantment that 


tied Mr. Arnold's heart, and blinded his 


underſtanding, he may be induced to do 


Juſtice to his injured lady and her family. 
II chis comes to paſs, as I have ſtrong; 
reaſon to hope, I have no doubt of the 
Tady's character being retrieved. Ground- 
leſs calumnies generally die of themſelves, 
unleſs induſtriouſly kept alive by malice... 
Mrs. Arnold's blameleſs conduct, the | 
friendſhip, her brother has all along conti- 
nued to. favour me with, joined to this laſt: 
apparent proof « of my attachment to yo 
will, I am certain, in the eyes of the world, 
acquit her of all ſuſpicion of guilt. Your: 
letter to Mr. Arnold will, as far as relates. : 
to your own, opinion of her, give unqueſ- 
tionable evidence of her i inngcence. 


Now, Mrs. Gerrarde, lay your hand on 


your: heart, and anſwer me if I have net 
OP: reaſons, ahh though der . 


may 
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may nde be Latisfackery to you, ale in 
themſelves of ae en has Mar 
f 940 conduct. Ra ef A 


© Thad watched Wiz: countenance 4 
during my diſcourſe, which The had "Ke 
tened to without once looking at me. I 
2 ſaw 1 had ſhocked and even confounded 
her; but I faw no remorſe, no contrition 

in her looks. All artifice was now at an 

end, and the unmaſked the fiend directly. 

She ſtarted off her chair with the looks 

and geſture of a fury; and fixing here eyes 
(which had really ſomething diabolical in 

them at that inftant) ſteadily on me, You - 
wretch ! ſhe cried, with a voice anſwerable 
to her Tooks, you are ſuch a falſe, diſſem- 
bling, mean-ſpirited reptile, that if you 
had a kingdom to offer me, and would 
lay yourſelf at my feet to beg my accept- 
ance of you, I would trample an you like 
dirt! and ſhe ſtamped on the floor with the 
air of an amazon. Do you think you thall 
carry on this fine-contrived ' enterprize ? 
No, if 1 periſh for it, I will have venge- 
ape: Mr. Arnold mall know how I have : 
been deceived and * and Will 8 


laſt | 


1 
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leaſt have the ſatisfaction of getting your 
life, if I loſe every thing beſides. 

A burſt of malignant tears now guſhed 
from her eyes; but ſhe robbed them of 
their efficacy, by mixing with them the 
dbittereſt imprecations againft me. She 
curſt even the innocent Mrs. Arnold, you, 
and the whole family; and her own folly, 
in being blinded by the arts of ſuch a 

: worthleſs milk-ſop as myſelf. » + 
Il kt her give vent to her paſſion, calmly 
walking about the room all the time; 
only now and then caſting an eye on her, 
for fear ſhe ſhould have ruſhed on me 
with a penknife ; for I have not the leaſt 
doubt, if -ſhe had had fuch an inſtrument 
about her, ſhe would have made an at- 
tempt that might have given a "ep trugi- ; 
cal turn to my adventures. 5 
When ſhe had done ſobbing, 1 addreſitt 
ber in a very ſtern: voice; for I found I 


' ad no; U h de with, e 


i reſolved to frighten her into ſubmiſſion. 


I told you before, Madam, that violence 1} 


BE be of no uſe to you: your menaces 


„e at; you are in LY Power n 
and 


134 MsMerks A 
and abſolutely, at my diſpoſal ; to think of 
getting out of my hands would; be vain 3 
for it is as impracticable as flying. No 
mortal knows where you are but the peo- 
ple of this houſe, who are ſtrangers to 
your name and circumſtances; and if they 
knew both, they are ſo totally at my de- 
votion, that it would not avail you. I 
ſhall cut off all poſſibility of a correſpond- 


your reſaurce ?. 1 am prepared: againſt all 
events; and I would carry dau about 
locked up in an iron cage, like the Turk- 
ich tyrant, till I had ſubdued. that-ter 
gant ſpirit, ſooner. than you ſhould * 
your liberty to do more miſchief. If yo 
have any regard to your own intereſt, you 
will endeavour to make me your friend: 
I have the power and the will to ſerve you; 
have done you no injury; I ſaid I would 
be your protector; and ſo E will, if you 
will ſuffer me to be ſo. I ſaid I would be 
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ence to England. What then muſt be 


the means of your paſſing your days in a 
ſtate more eligible to a woman of either 
Fpirit, diſcretion, or a grain of honor, 
* * hitherto done. This I 1 
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ready to make good, if you will not be 
wanting on your part to your own happi- 
neſs. You have acknowleged that you 
are conſcious of your errors, are ſorry for 
them, and are willing to quit them (This 
was turning her own weapons againſt her- 
ſelf) ; if you are in earneſt in this decla- 
ration, I will give you the means of quit- 
ting them. The money you have now in 
your poſſeſſion, even with the addition of 
your little jointure, is not ſufficient to pro- 

miſe you ſuch a ſupport as would make 
you eaſy, if you were to return to Eng- 
land to- morrow; and your ſtory known 
(as it would be), what could you expect? 
Do you think Arnold eould be ſo beſotted 
as to receive you again? What muſt be 
your reſource ?; Why, to continue,” while 
your beauty laſts, in a wretched, aban- 
doned courſe. Ten thouſand to one you 
might never light on another whoſe: love 
would be prodigal enough to enrich you. 
The only choice left you, is to ſtay where 
you are not known, and where, if you 
behave well, you may gain the reſpect and 
ben which von could-neverhage ford in 
SOA. 5! a BP”. 
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a place Where your hiſtory is known. If 
vou will content yourſelf with an eafy for- 


tune, joined to a liſe of virtue and tran- 


quillity, Iwill provide you with a huſ- 
band that many a woman in your circum- 
ſtances would bleſs her ſtars for: I will 


double the portion you have already, and 


get it ſettled on you; and will, on certair 
ronditions, add a handſome yearly income. 
If you do not like this propoſal, I have 
no other alternative to offer but a nun- 
nery. I know you were bred a Roman 
-Catholick': I am ſure therefore I ſnhall do 


no violence to your religious ſcruples, if 


with eaſe: the religious here will think it 
a meritorious act in me, eſpecially on the 


terms I ſhall propoſe; for I will make it 


worth their while to receive and treat you 
as a lady of the firſt family in France: 
but remember there is a ſinal period to all 
-intercourſe with this world. If you think 
you can bring yourſelf to ſubmit to ſuch a 


life, I would really recommend it to you; 


for I am ſollicitous for your happineſs 


* We, * 
3 
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dot here and hereafter: if not, you have 


1 4. i 
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the other choice to make; and ſo, Ma- 
dam, a huſband or a convent; take which 
you like beſt: 1 n * three days to 
annfſider of ντ,!,ỹ,,Z .me e 
IJ kept up a e eee and a 
reſolute tone. I rang the bell as ſoom as 
Thad done ſpeaking. Rachael came in 
before Mrs. Gerrarde could anſwer me. 
Take care of your miſtreſs, ſaid I, and 
left the room; without even the ceremony 

of a bow, or deigning to lool at her. 1 
locked the chamber door, which I took 
care to clap after me; and, putting the 
key in my pocket, left the _ _ mn 
nid to conſult at their leiſure. SEE 
* You know, Bidulph, I am aol Harus 
rally moroſe; and that I am not very apt 
tobe wanting in that complaiſance which 
all women expect, and which I really thin 
due to almoſt all women : but this one had, 
in the preceding ſcene, ſo intirely thrown 
off her ſex, the could hardly conſider 
Her as a female. I had known many of 
how ill qualities 3 but thoſe ſhenow 
diſcovered, if they did not ſhew her more 
wicked, certainly rendered her more diſ⸗- 
. 5 guſtful 5 


—— 


: gu ſtful to me than the others. In ort, 1 
found that all decorum was to be laid 
aſide; P had gone too far not to put the 
finiſhing hand to my work; and Thad no 
other meaſures to obſerve, but to finiſh, 
by dint of force, what I had begun by 
ſtratagem. When I mentioned the nun- 
nery to you in a former letter, it was in 
mere gaiety of heart: I had no ſerious 
thoughts of that kind, nor did I now pro- 
poſe it as a practicable ſcheme. I knew 
the woman too well to ſuppoſe ſhe would 
acquieſce; though, to confeſs the truth to 
you honeſtly, I thiok, if ſhe refuſes my 
other plan of accommodacion, I muſt 
compel her to accept of this: nor quglit 
it to be conſidered in any other light than 
that of confining a wild beaſt, who, hay» 
ing already done a great deal of miſchief, 
would ſtill do more, if left at liberty: 
but I think I ſhall not be driven to this. I 
believe ſhe will accept of a huſband wich 
2 good ſettlement, one: than reſign hep 
Üüberty ? N 
And now who do you think the huſband 
| Is, yhom. I have under contemplation fl Jy 
Ihr her 8 
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ber? Why, no leſs a man than my valet 
de chambre Monſieur Pivet. He is young 
and handſome, of good parts, and a man 
of birth. He tells me he has an uncle 
that is a marquis, and three or four cou- 
fins that are in the high court of parlia- 
ment. Without a joke, the fellow is of 
a pretty good family: he was bred a mer- 
cer, and in a frolic had run away from 
his buſineſs, when I picked him up at 
Paris, at the time you and I were there 
together. He then told me, that he only 


hired with me for an opportunity of ſee- 


ing a little of the world, and that he 


would one time or other ſit down and ſet 
tle to his trade. I have ſounded him on 
the point in hand, and find him very ready 


to accept of the lady with all her faults. 
- I told you I had introduced him to 
Mrs Gerrarde, to ſerve as her interpreter 


in the houſe, at the time I was ill. I did 


not then tell her who he was; and both 


ſne and her maid take him for no other 
than an acquaintance of mine, who hap- 
pens to lodge in the ſame houſe with 
wu. The vain rogue has eee 
| ; ä a | 


140 MMO TRS of 


this opinion, and I ſuppoſe paſſes for a 
very pretty fellow with them; for you 


know Pivet is a Beau, and is really not 
ungenteel. But do not fancy that I in- 


tend to impoſe him on the lady for any 


other than what he really is. All diſguiſe 
is now laid aſide, and I ſhall proceed with 


the utmoſt plainneſs and ſincerity, as ſoon 
as 1 know the lady's mind in n regard to 


her choice. 
Here, my dear Sir Gage I muſt TR 


breath a little: it has been a buſy day. 1 
undertook a difficult voyage without the 


certainty of a landing - place; à fe ſtorms 


expected to encounter; 1 hope 4 have 
Weatherech the worlt, and -have corn 


"Ie 
length to ſome proſpect of an harbour.” I 


expect my next greeting to you will be 
from a fairer ſhore.— Upon ſecond 


1 


thoughts, I will not Tent this off, tilk 1 
can Put both you and 3 out de 
beach of ſuſpencdee. 


Congratulate me, Sir Georges FEI 


| me, as the firſt of politicians, the greateſt 
of negotiators! Let no hero of romance 

1 aaeh himſelf to me, for fifft making 
: | difficulties, E 


Eg 
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difficulties, - and then extricating myſelf 


out of them; let no giant. pretend to equal 
me in the management of captive beau- 
ties in inchanted caſtles; let no necro- 
mancer preſume to vie with me in Mill 


for metamorphoſing tigreſſes into doves, 


and changing imperious princeſſes into 
plain country nymphs! All this have 1 
brought to paſs, without the aſſiſtance of 
enchanted ſword or dwarf, in the compaſs 
of a few days; but take the cimce⸗ 
in the order they occurred. 


I left the lady, as I told you, to utter 


her complaints to her confidante. Ra- 


chael, a ſimple girl, who had juſt ſenſe 


enough to regard her own intereſt, was 


not likely to give her miſtreſs much con- | 


ſolation; for ſhe was at leaſt as much my 

friend as her's. How they paſſed the night 

I know not; for my own part, I ſlept in 

| perfect tranquillity, I deſired Pivet in the 
morning to go and inquire, as from him- 


ſelf, how the lady reſted. Mrs. Gerrarde, _ 
* who was ſtill in bed, no ſooner heard his 


voice in the outer room, as he was ſpeak- 


08 to her maid, than ſhe called out to 
; Monſieur i 


mg 


4 
x; 
g 
. 
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Monſieur Pivet, and defired he would be 


ſo good as to ſtep into her chamber. Pi- 
vet, not much abaſhed at being admitted 


to a lady's ruelle, obeyed her ſummons, 
and placed himſelf in an armed chair by 


her. He ſaid he hoped it was not owing 
to illneſs that he ſaw her in bed. Yes, 


Sir, ſaid ſhe, I am exceedingly ill: Thave 
not ſlept the whole night, and am now in 
a high fever. Has Mr. Faulkland told 
you any thing in relation to me? Thad 
Prepared Pivet, and he had his anſwers 
ready. Madam, faid he, I am not a 
ſtranger to your fituation, and am ex- 
ceedingly ſorry for it: I wiſh the little in- 


fluence 7 have over Mr. Faulkland could 


be employed for your ſervice; but he is 
a poſitive man, very enterpriſing, and not 
to be controlled by any- body. Do you 
know my ſtory, Sir, cried Mrs. Gerrarde? 


He bowed, and looked down. Mrs. Ger- 

rarde underſtanding this as an affirmative, 
and raiſing herſelf up a little, cried out, 
A baſe, ungenerous man! Does he in- 


tend to expoſe me wherever he goes ? By 
E 6 Madam, anſwered Pivet: __ 
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is nothing in your ſtory that would do you 


the leaſt injury in any - body's opinion here: 


the ladies in France do not think it * 


diſgrace to have lovers. 
Lou are very obliging, Sir, the replied; 5 
and perhaps I have as much to ſay in my 


vindication as any woman: but ſure never 


was mortal uſed in the barbarous manner 


1 am. Do you know. the propoſal he had 


the inſolence to make me laſt night? Either 


to take a huſband of bis chuſing any low. 
fellow, I ſuppoſe, he thinks good enough 
for me), or immediately to go into a nun- 


nery. Oh! Sir, and ſhe catched hold of 


his hand, as you are a gentleman, if you 


have compaſſion, any humanity towards 


an unfortunate woman, try to deliver me 
out of his hands. I have a pretty good 


ſum of money in my poſſeſſion; contrive 


the means of my eſcape; my gratitude to 


you ſhall be unbounded ! and ſhe rung | 
his hand. 


Ah! Madan. | . pivet, 1 ten- . 


derly at her, I would it were in my power 


I. ſhould chink myſelf but too happy if it 


1 


were eee for me e . ey: 
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you requeſt; but I fear it will be imprac- 
ticable: I declare to you, if I were at my 
own diſpoſal, I would fly with you to the 
remoteſt part of the world; but I am a 
a young man, who have my fortune to 
make: I am under particular ties here, 
and have beſides ſuch obligations to Mr. 
Faulkland, as makes it impoſſible for me, 
"conſiſtently with honour, to interfere in 
this buſineſs. 


Sir, ſaid ſhe eagerly, can't you write a 


letter for me, or furniſh me with the means 
_of informing my friends in r cap of 
my ſituation? 


Madam, ſaid he, Bede Mr. Faulkland | 


permitted me the honour of ſeeing you, he 
engaged my ſolemn promiſe that I would 
not intermeddle in your affairs. 126 

Lord, what will become of me! What 
would you, Sir, adviſe me to do? For as 
for that wretch (meaning me), I am de- 
termined, if I can help it, not to ſuffer 
him to come near me. 


Tis a very nice point, Mddans: 1 really 


i 


790 not well know how to adviſe: but, to 


be * nunnery is a choice not to be 
recommended 


8 - : * 
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recommended to a lady of your youth and | 
beauty, unleſs your inclinations ad you 1 


. that way; then indeed -- 4 
© She” interrupted him. Don't t name it 14 
to me, Sir; don't name it: Tam deter- | 
mined to keep out of that mare, ik it be "1 
for nothing but an opportunity to be te- ; 
venged on that tyrant: row * would marry a 4 
B "beggar ſooner than give up that hope. 15 


As for that, Madam, ſaid Pivet, I ſup- 
, poſe Mr. F aulkland would not be fo un- 
. generous. as to compel you to marry. one 
beneath) you : : there are many young men 
of good families who would think them- 
_ ſelves honoured by your acceptance of 
. them: your perſonal accompliſhments. g- 
| lone are a ſufficient recommendation; Br 
Mr. Faulkland mentioned to me the ad- 
ditional advantage of fortune. I dare an- 


* 5 
3 eder, enn e r 
N 4 
l FAIT ; - 
7 8 7 
F N * 7 
: add EPs 3 1 * 
W WW : 
>. PET — : 


* 
ee 2, * A 4 . 
7 


ſwer for him he will not chink of beſtow- J. 

ing you unworthily. 1 #14. 

1 had charged Pivet not to go too far: 1 
1 he thought i it time to break off the canyer- 3M 
" lation; z, and, rifing up, he told Mrs. Ger- 7 
rade he was going into my apartment, = 


and deſired to know if ſhe would honour 
: bim with any commands. | 
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Sir, faid ſhe, I ſhall only beg you will 
tell Mr. Faulkland, that I never can think 
of his propoſal ; that T am very ill, and 
beg to be left in quiet for a few days; 
but ſhall be very glad to ſee your e 
you ans at leiſure, | 
He bowed, and left her; 1 came . 
rectly to me, and repeated the converſa- 
tion he had with her word for word. I am 
glad, faid I, to find you are ſo much in 
her good graces: it will accelerate. my 
plot; but we muſt not make you toe 
cheap : if we manage diſcreetly, ſhe may 
poſſibly think herſelf 1 well off to r 
ot preſent 1 and pretty 98 with . 
Sir, aid Pivet : ſhe does not ſuſpect that 
Jam your ſervant : I fear if ſhe did, as 
the lady ſeems to have a high ſpirits. ſhe 
would forbid me ber preſence, -_ / ./- 
I found Pivet had no mind to have this 
rt of his ſituation explained: his vanity. 
[aa d been highly tickled at paſſing upon 
her for a gentleman and my friend,—He. 
had, in obedience to my orders, ſpent 
much of his time with her during the few _ 
gays _ 1 had veg 500 il to ſee * a 
„ 
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had, at my firſt introduction of him to her, 
cautioned him againſt letting her know in 
what capacity he was with me: I did not 


then give him my reaſons for this, and he 
ſuppoſed they were no other, than that, 
finding it neceſſary to have him pretty 
much with her in her confinement, I did 


not chuſe to alarm her pride by the know 
lege of his ſtation. I did not hint at my 
deſign till the day before I had prevailed 
on her to write the letter to Mr. Arnold. 


Pivet did not at all diſreliſh the propoſal: 


he had not been blind to Mrs. Gerrarde's 


charms: he only ſeemed ſurprized at my 


being willing to part with her ſo ſoon ; for 


he had not the leaſt conception of-my rea- 


ſons for carrying her off, and very natu- 

rally concluded I was deeply engaged in 

an amour. It was not aide to e 
| ns thoughts-on this accaſion. 0 


Pivet, ſaid I, I muſt Nami one ang 


to you: I aſſure you there is not, nor ever 


was, any intrigue between Mrs. Gerrarde 


and me. © I do not, however, pretend to 
vouch for her chaſtity. It was no bw 2 "is 
> e that ſhe had een an un- 


A ber 


= Makers of 
happy breach in Mr. Arnold's mn v and 
that, and that only (as J have a moſt par- 
ticular value and affection for that family), 
was my motive to the carrying this lady 
away. As I hope the difunion (now the 
cauſe ef it is removed) will no longer 
ſubſiſt, 1 find it neceſſary to provide for 
Mrs. Gerrarde ſome way or other. A good 
Huſband I would wiſh to beſtow on her. 
T do not yet know whether I ſhall be able 
to bring her into any meaſures; but if 
The ſhould be prevailed on to accept of 
you, and I ſhould make it worth your 
while to accept of her, can you overlook 
the levity ſhe has been guilty of, ey re- 
ſolve to uſe her kindly i * 
- "He promiſed he would make the beſt 
hufband in the univerſe. I bid him not 
be too ſure of ſucceſs, as I did not yet 
know Mrs. Gerrarde's' mind, and feared 1 
"ſhould find it hard to bring her into terms; 
adding, that though I intended to threaten 
her, I ſhould be very unwilling to make 
uſe of compulſion; but if ſhe ſhould hap- 
pen to like him, without ſuſpecting my de- 
bis, I might 3 my r 
: „ 
FT 3 
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leſs reluctance on her ſide, and much 
more ſatisfaction to myſelf. 
The converſation he had juſt had with ker 
elated him highly: ſhe had made him her 
confidant; ſhe had implored his aſſiſtance; 
ſhe had promiſed an unbounded gratitude; 
e had prohibited my viſits, and invited. IF 
| bis. All this facilitated my work, ank 1 
at one time thought of letting her een 
work out her fate, and run blindfold into 
my trap; for it is plain, if Pivet had 
given into it, ſne would have marched off 
with him, and even married him, to get 
out of my clutches; and then, you know, 
ſne could have blamed nobody but herſelf 
for the conſequences. But I reſolved not 
| to impoſe on the gypſey any. farther z but 
| let her know what ſhe was to expect be- 
fore the bargain was concluded, and at 
leaſt give her her option of having the 


power of continuing a jilt, or being ca- — 
nonized r 4 


I found things were now likely to FL ITE: _ 
by a turn as I wiſhed ; but it ſtill re- . 3 

quired management. Pivet, ſaid I, you. | 
muſt. let her ſee you no more to-day; it 
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will make her prize your company the 
more: keep out of the way, that you 
may not be ſeen by Rachael; and give 
ſuch orders in the houſe, as that there may 
be proper attendance for the lady. - One 
of my footmen ſpoke a little French, and 


gde had been directed to receive and com- 


j "0M Municate Mrs. wee onder in the 85 


mily. 
Tho! Pivet aſſured me n ue FO 
Mrs. Gerrarde was not fo ill as ſhe ſaid 
ſhe was, I yet thought it incumbent on 
me to have the advice of a phyſician. 

The people with whom J lodged- ſaid I 
could not have a better than the doctor 
who had attended me, as he was reckoned 
very ſkilful. I told them, in the preſent 
caſe, I believed honeſty was more requi- 
ſite than ſkill. They ſaid he was very ho- 
neſt too; ſo I Safer he ie: *. "OE 
for. 

Mrs. Geirards, "hain dnreeminat = 
carry on the farce of ſickneſs, pretended 
| ſhe wis not able to riſe ; and the doQar 


was introduced to her wary aps : As; he 
could neither underſtand his patient, nor 


peeped his noſe in at the door. He ex- 
plained them (very ill I ſuppoſe) to Ra- 


would not ſuffer them to be drawn back. 


from his interpreter. 


eur Pivet was? This inquiry I expected; 
and the fellow who told me of it, had 
been ordered to inform her that MONO 
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make himſelf underſtood by her, I had 
ordered the footman, whom I mentioned 
to you before, as knowing a little French, 
to wait at the chamber door; for I was 
reſolved ſo far to keep up my reſent- 


ment and my importance, as not to vouch- 
 dafe aſſiſting at the conference; which, b 
this means, became the moſt ridiculous 


ſcene you can imagine. The doctor, hav- 
ing felt Mrs. Gerrarde's pulſe, propoſed 
his queſtions by the footman, who juſt 


chael in Engliſh, who re- repeated them to 
her lady within her curtains ; for the 


Mrs. Gerrarde's anſwers travelled the ſame 
round-about way back to the doctor, who 


got them .mangled in very bad F deren f 


Mrs. Gerrarde, provoked, thine ar N > 
che doctor's viſit, and very much tired of 
his queſtions, aſked peeviſhly where Mon- 


ben. . 
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The doctor, after leaving his patient, 
came to me, and confirmed the character 


I had received of him, both for ſkill in 
his profeſſion, and integrity in his prac- 


"rice; for he told me very honeſtly, that 
he thought the lady was in perfect health. 
-F thought the doctor deſerved a double 


fee, and accordingly gave it to him; re- 


queſting him, however, to continue his 
viſits: for I told him, that, though the 
lady might really be very well, ſhe was, 
however, a little vapouriſh. _ 

I left her to her reflections the hal day. 
Rachael inquired three or four times of the 
footman if Mr. Pivet was come in, but was 
always anſwered in the negative. I was 
pleaſed at her ſollicitude about him. 

I deſired him to wait on her the next 
day, at the time the doctor paid his viſit ;. 


and inſtructed Pivet to aſk the doctor, in 


her preſence, what he thought of her caſe, 
and to report his anſwer fairly to her; for 
1 was reſolved not to let her N that - 
ſhe impoſed on me. _ oy 
The doctor, by Pivet's meunz, dito 
d her more readily than he had done 


: as day before. Pivet aſked his opinion 
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of her diſorder, and the phyſician declared 
it as freely as he had done to me; adding, 
he ſhould not have repeated Ar vi if I 
_ not inſiſted on it. 
Pivet could not help filing... Mes. 
Bogen obſerved it; for, I ſuppoſe; ſhe 
watched his countenance, and aſked him 
what the doctor had ſaid. He ſays, Ma- 
dam, what gives me a vaſt deal of plea- 
ſure; which is, that your diſorder is in- 
tirely imaginary. He is an ignorant fel- 
low, ſaid Mrs. Gerrarde; and you max 
tell him I deſire to ſee him no more. The 
poor doctor, who knew not what ſhe ſaid, 
made her half a dozen n a wirke 
drew. 
She then ihrem back 1 curtain; 20d 


re-aſſuming the ſubject ſhe had been upon 


the day before with Pivet, aſked him if he 
| had had any converſation with me about 
her? and what reſolution I had come to? 
Pivet (who had begged 1 would leave 
"this conference intirely to his management) 
= Kemed. to heſitate a little, and appeared 
melancholy. We have had ſome talk 
n Want Jou, Madam, ſaid he; ; and Mrs” 
381 1 5 Faulkland | 


S- 
OS... * 


4 


a l of 
Faulkland tells me, if you reject the u- 
nery ſcheme (which I think be ſeems to be 
fondeſt of), that he has a perſon in his 
thoughts, who, he believes, will be a ſuit- 
able match for you, if you are willing to 
accept of him; if not here he ſtop'd. 
What if I ſhould not, Sir? Pray ſpeak. I 
hope, Madam, he will not carry matters 
to . extremity. Extremity, Sir! Do 
you think he can be brutal enough to 
force me into a nunnery? Are there no 
laws in France? IL hope he will not, Ma- 
dam; but I can't pretend to anſwer for 
him: he is a ſtrange man: he ſeems out 
of temper too: the doctor told him no- 
thing ailed you; he believes him, and 
ſpoke harſhly on the occaſion. And what, 
faid ſhe, is the match that he calls ſitable? 
One of his footmen perhaps, or his barber ? 
Pivet affected to look concerned. He 
tells me, Madam, he has caſt his eyes on 
a young man, well born, and genteelly Io 
educated; not-contemptible in his perſos : 


nal accompliſhments, and one who he is 


fſure will gr _ a fond and Wa f 


| huſband: . 
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Pivet ſighed deeply, and caſt his eyes 

languiſhingly on her. You ſeem concern- 

ed, Sir, faid ſhe.” Do you know the per- 
Fon ? It is my doubts on that occaſion, 
Madam, that is the cauſe of my uneaſi- 
neſs. Pray explain yourſelf, Mr. Pivet. 

Madam, I dare not, he replied, with great 

ſolemnity. I will only aſſure you, that 
whoever the perſon be, whom Mr. Faulk- 

land has not yet named to me, I think 
him the happieſt man in the world. What 
can be his meaning, aſked Mrs. Gerrarde, - WW 
for telling you /o much, and yet conceal 

ing the perſon's name? He ſays, he has 
not propoſed. it yet to the (gentleman, 
Madam; and as, he tells me, he can't in 

| honour conceal any part of your ſtory, he 

is fearful—— beg a Madam; 

you will excuſe me if I do not repeat his 
ſeruples on this occafion. I underſtand 

you, Sir. He ſuppoſes hin: friend will re- 
jeck me. Some ſuch inſinuation hę threw 

> 0 out, Madam, ſaid Pivet. I told him, that 

be need only permit the gentleman to /ee 
you; and if he then made any objection, 
* muſt be the blindeſt and moſt Men 
H 6 


. Mz MorRs bf * 
ble man alive. He ſpoke this with 4 
warmth that ſeemed highly pleaſing tothe 


lady. She bowed, and anſwered, All men, 


Sir, are not as generous as you. But 
what did Mr. Faulkland ſay to this? He 
only ſmiled, and ſaid he wiſhed his friend 
might think as I did; that he would tell 
me his name another time; and that, in 
the mean time, it would oblige him if my 
viſits to you were leſs frequent. Inhuman 
monſter, ſaid ſne; would he debar me of 
the only ſatisfaction I have ? Let me but 


live to get out of his hands! if I can ef- 


cape him by any means, I will find ways 
to reckon with him for this. Be ſo good, 
Mr. Pivet, to tell him, that I am content 
to take the perſon he offers, let him be 
who he will: I expect nothing from him 
hut infults; therefore ſhall not be ſurprized 
if I fee myſelf ſacrificed to ſome deſpica- 
ble wretch: but any, any thing is better 


than to be in the power of ſueh a tyrant! 


Madam, anſwered Pivet, you need 


fear the being compelled to accept of "2 1 


unworthy object: Mr. Faulkland mans. 
that if you ſhould abſolutely diſlike the 


racks. 
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nery would be. 
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gentleman, when you ſee him, he will be 
far from conſtraining you to take him for 


your huſband. The other choice is ſtill 
open to you, and, by what I can judge, 


Mr. Faulkland ſeems to wiſh you would 
give that the preference. I would die 


firſt, cried Mrs. Gerrarde— The fool, 
does he think I can be ſo entrapped? No, 
no; the authority of a huſband, even of 


Faulkland's chuſing, cannot be ſuch a 
bar to my revenge as the walls of a nun- 
Sir, I think myſelf 
obliged to you, and flatter myſelf you _ 
would have ſerved me if you could. 
may yet have it in my power to make 

you a return for your kind intentions to- 


-wards me. I preſume, when Mr. Faulk- 
land has diſpoſed of his property, you _ 


will then be abſolved of your promiſe |. 


him in regard to me, and will ſtill have 


charity enough to befriend an unfortunate 


woman. She wept, and Pivet owned he 
Mas ready to do ſo too; but conſtraining 
himſelf, proteſted. ſhe ſhould command 


his life, and withdrew full of "I 55 


: e 5 4 
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He told me what had paſſed between 
"TK and the lady, and I could not help 
approving his management of the ſcene, 
though the rogue had ſtretched beyond 
the truth; but ſtratagems, you know, 


- are allowable in love, and a lover he was 


now become in good earneſt. 
He had taken care to alarm Mrs. Ger- 
de s apprehenſions at every paſſage of 

_ acceſs. He had informed her, that I had 
a huſband for her in my thoughts; and 
at the ſame time, that he avoided the 
moſt diſtant hint of its being himſelf, he 
engaged her fayour by ſeeming to wiſh it 
were. Then he took care to inſinuate, at 
leaſt, a poſſibility of her being refuſed by 
the perſon deſigned for her, and this he 
very naturally ſuppoſed would raiſe his 
own conſequence: with her, in caſe any 

ſuſpicion ſhould fall on him, of his being 
the intended huſband, He pretended I 
had taken umbrage at his viſiting her? 
ſtill more to inflame her reſentment. : ol 
gainſt me, and increaſe her impatience td 

deliver herſelf out of my hands; at the 
ſame time he r hinted that he was 
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not tlie man deſtined to be happy. This, 
as he ſaw already he was not unaccept- 
able to her, he thought would make him 
doubly welcome, when ſhe ſhould find 
herſelf no worſe off. Then the nuhnery 
was mentioned, in terrorem, with Broad 
hints of my reſolution. In ſhort, Pivet 
played his part ſo cunningly, that it had 
all the effect he could have wiſhed; and 
Mrs. Gerrarde, finding her ſpirit matched, 
was obliged to ſurrender at diſcretion. 

"I own I did not expect to have ſucceed- 
ed lo ſoon ; ; and. without Pivet, Who had 
now a feeling in the affair, 1 certainly 
mould not. I reſolved directly to make 
the beſt uſe of the advantage I had gains 
ed. I told Pivet that he ſhould be mar- 
ried the next day. He was ſo tranſport- 
ed at the thought, that he begged I would 
give him leave to go to Mrs. Gerrarde, * 
to declare his love and his good fortune 
together; for Sir, ſaid he, you know ſhe 
promiſes to accept of whomſoever yu 
propoſe, and 1 hope ſhe will not deſpiſe 
your choice ſo much as ſhe thinks ſhe ſhall. 
. ſoftly, gud. Monſieur Hire, Four 
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violent hurry will ſpoil all. I do not 
mean that you ſhall ſee her till to- mor- 


27 row. Not till to-morrow! Ah Sir! do, 


1 beſeech you, Sir, allow me; ſhe will 
thing it very cruel. (Poor Pivet, thought 
I, tho wilt have enough of her). Simple- 
ton (to him), this day's ſuſpence will for- 
ward your buſineſs more than all you 
could ſay to her in ſeven hours: is it not 
enough you are ſure of her? We have 
other things now to mind. What plan 
of life do you purpoſe to purſue ? You. 
know I have-promiſed to do handſomely 
for you. 
Sir, ſaid he, "FUR 1 5 to fol- 
low the buſineſs I was bred to; and if this 


„ extraordinary good fortune had 5 


not happened to me, I did purpoſe, tho 
you have been the beſt of maſters to me, 
to have aſked your permiſſion to return to 
my friends, in order to ſettle in my trade, 
as I have ſome capital of my ow, But 
to be ſure, Sir, I ſhall be directed in this, 
as in every thing elſe, by your will and 

pleaſure. I approve of your defign in- 


bc , ſaid 1; but there are eertain con- 5 


=, yy EE die 


tween you and me. In the firſt place, 
tell me honeſtly, what | 1s | ths Sei vou 
ſay you are worth. 


He anſwered, his father had left him 
about eight thouſand livres, which were 


in the hands of a banker in Paris, whom 


he named to me, and referred me to him 


for confirmation of the truth of what he 
told me. 


Well, faid 1, this will go a good way 
towards ſetting you up in your own buſt- 
des. Where do you think of ſettling? .. 


He anſwered, Paris was the beſt place 
for his trade. 


On that I put an abſqlute negative 1 


35 ſaid Paris was too much frequented by - 


my countrymen, to be a proper place for 
Mrs. Gerrarde to make her appearance 


in, as ſhe Was likely to meet there with 


more of her acquaintance than wight be 


convenient; I told him J had no objection 
to any, Ge large provincial town. 


He ſaid he was born at Dijon, . and 


f mould like to go thither, as he * W 
; friends there, 5 


8 . | 
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ditions that muſt be previouſly ſettled be- 
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Be it fo, faid I: What I purpoſe doing 
for you is this. Mrs. Gerrarde has 
eight hundred pounds of her own; 1 
will add as much more to it, for which 
I will give you my bond, till I can have 
the money remitted from England; and 
this you ſhall ſettle on her, that ſne may 
be ſure of a ſupport in caſe of your death, 
and the intereſt you ſhall allow her for 
her own ſeparate uſe, but without her 
knowing that you are tied down to it, 
that you may have it in your ny tq | 
* Per-! 
He made no reply, but eue 
with a low bow. _ 

1 laughed at the da e of his: coun- 
tenance. Pivet, ſaid I, though I have 
taken care of Mrs, Gerrarde's intereſt, I 
do not intend to neglect yours, provided 
vou make no demur to the terms. You 
already know my reaſons for proceeding 
as I have done in this affair. I have great 
cauſe to apprehend Mrs. Gerrarde's vin- 
_didtive ſpirit, if ſhe' ſhould find means, 
which I know ſhe will endeavour at, to 
lay open the real ſtate of this tranſaction 


Miſs Sidney Bidulph. 163 
to ſome people in England. This might 


fruſtrate all that I have been at ſo much 
pains to accompliſh; be it your care then 


7 : 5 
95 


to prevent it. I cannot wiſh you to uſe 


harſh meaſures with your wife; but if 
you have addreſs enough to prebent a 
correſpondence with any one in England, 
(an elopement, for both your ſakes, I am 


not willing to ſuppoſe; though I think, 


ſtrict eye over her) if, as I ſaid, you can 


prevent a correſpondence, I think it will | 


anſwer my purpoſe ;-and that I may make 
it your- intereſt to do this, I will bind 
myſelf, by as ſtrong an obligation as the 


law can make, to pay you two hundred 


keep your wife within the bounds pre- 


< 4 
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22 # 


pounds a year Engliſh, fo long as you 


ſcribed; provided, if, after three years, 1 


ſhall, if T*then chuſe it, becom 
ſhall alſo add ſomething to enable you t 
ft up a houſe and a ſhop, that you need 


not be under 4 NT * ee in 


upon your capital. en 15 


find thoſe terms no longer neceſſary, they - ] 
me void. 1 : a2 


To 2 Pivers gratitude overfiomed.t bis Ups 
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for this (a as he called it) noble proviſion. 
He ſaid, he made no doubt of gaining 
fo far upon Mrs. Gerrarde's affections, as 
to be able effectually to fulfil his covenant, 
without uſing violent methods; but, ſaid 
he, at all events, 1 warrant you _ 
hear no more of her. 
- Preliminaries thus adjuſted, I ſent fs 
a notary of reputation, to whom I gave 
inſtructions to draw up two ſeparate ar- 
ticles for the purpaſes mentioned; the 
latter was to be a ſecret between Pivet 
and me, as it was by no means proper 
for Mrs. Gerrarde to be let into it. The 
other, which regarded her own particular 
ſettlement, was intended for her peruſal 
and approbation. I charged the notary 
to uſe diſpatch, and he promiſed to have 
both the papers ready by next morning, 
as alſo the bond which I was to give 
Pivet for the re ws GE eee 
pounds. > 
he e W the On 8 1 
ing to his promiſe, and they were ſigned, 3 
ſealed, and delivered in due form. That 1 
* ien was to be the private. agreement 
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between Pivet and me, was wordfd in 
conſequence of an article which I drew 
up myſelf, and made Pivet ſign; wherein 

I fer forth particulars at large. 
Pivet was very impatient to Tee his be. 
loved, but a little uneaſy left 'ſhe ſhould 
be diſguſted with him, when ſhe ſhould _ 
come to know the ſituation he had been 
in. I bid him not be diſcouraged, telling 
him I ſhould fet off that circumſtance of 
his having been my gentleman (for ſo 1 
choſe to call him) in the moſt favourable 
light. I preſented him with a very ele- 
gant ſuit of cloaths, which 1 had never 
worn, and which fitted him very well, as 
you know he is nearly of my ſize, Tou 
cannot imagine how handſome the fellow 
looked when he was dreſſed, for he hat 
knnen and every WY oe Oe to 75 
| Gone "OC: FR: 
-1 then deſired him to wait on . Re” of 
Goſs but he, who had been ſo eager 'a 4 
| © little. before, was now quite abaſhed at 
\ the thoughts of making his pretenfions . 
1 known to the lady, and intreated me h 
pPreſent him to her. I ſaw he was quite 
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aſe concerted at the en ſcene oath Was 
going to engage in. 0 5 
I pitied him, and told him 1 wen 90 
{with him to Mrs. Gerrarde; but that 8 
was proper firſt to prepare her a little 
He ſaid he thought ſo too 
1 immediately ſent for Rachael, and 
eee to her at the door, without let- 
ting her ſee Pivet, I bid her tell her miſ- 
treſs that I purpoſed making her a viſit 
in half an hour, and ſhould introduce the 
gentleman, whom I expected ſhe would, 


according to her promiſe, receive at mpy 


hands for her huſband; reſerving to her- 
ſelf ſtill the liberty of chuſing the other 
alternative, in caſe ſhe diſliked him. 
Pivet ſhewed the ſollicitude of a lover, 

| afies this meſſage was ſent, to his miſtreſs; 
Poor dear lady, ſaid he, how I pity her? 

What muſt ſhe ſuffer in this interval 2 


But your preſence, Monſieur Pivet, ſaid 


I, will diſpel all her _ and: _— "ur 
2M happieſt of women. Y 
The poor fellow was out oli counte- 
nance, and 1 dare are as $ anxious as Mews 55 
eee . e 
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As I received no anſwer from her to 
my meſſage, I conſtrued her ſilence as 
leave to attend her and accordingly, as: 
the appointed time, I entered her 9 59 9 
ment, leading Pivet by the hand. 

She was ſitting at a table, Nenzing; her 


head on one of her hands: ſhe caſt 1 


look of ſcorn at me, and immediately 


withdrew her eyes, not ſo much as deign- 
ing to glance them at Pivet, little ima- 


gining that it was Be who accompanied 
me, though ſhe knew 1 it was her „ 
bridegroom, po, ABORT IM 

Pivet was not able to MY he trem- 


bled, and, like a true inamorato, ran to 
her, clapt one knee to the ground, and _ 


ventured, though with great diffidence, . 
to take one of her hands. 

This action obliged the daughty b 
one to vouchſafe him a Lare of: 5 
7 

Her r ſpite of her albmed⸗ 
airs of grandeur, was not to be eonccal-⸗ 


ed; it was apparent, ſhe coloured, and of 
though ſhe intended to have been ſolemn *: 
and lofty, ſhe even fared; and I could 
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diſcover. 2 little gleam of pleaſure dance 
over her countenance. -. 

What! Monſieur Pivet? And then the 
looked at me, as if for an explanation. 
Tes, madam, ſaid I, Monſieur. Pivet 
is the man. (I was going to ſay the happy 
man, but I did not mean to compliment 
her; my buſineſs was to make her think I 
was doing her a favour). It has been your 
good fortune to make a conqueſt of him; 
and in the hope of your making him a 
good wife, as I am ſure he will make you 
a good . huſband, I have conſented to the 
match; and I ſpoke this in the tone of 
one, who thinking he has conferred a 
great obligation on an undeſerving ob- 
ject, expects to be thanked for it. 

The woman, with all her art and af- 
ſurance to boot, was quite confounded. 
I did not give her time to recover her- 
ſelf, but taking the ſettlement out of my 
pocket, and reading it to her, Look there, 
madam, and ſee if I have injured you in 


tte diſpoſal of your perſon. and Our for- 
tune. 
Mrs. Gerrarde, always alert when her 
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Intereſt was in the queſtion, took the pa- 


per, and, notwithſtanding her confuſion, 
read it entirely over. -Pivet's handſome 
appearance, joined to her former prepoſ- 
ſeſſions, had made ſo good an impreſſion 
on her, that ſhe began to think the mat- 
ter worth attending to. When ſhe had 
read the paper, ſhe put it into Pivet's 
hands. Sir, ſaid ſhe, it ſhould appear by 


_ . this that you have acted generouſly ; but 


as I have already been impoſed upon by 
that gentleman (looking at me) all this 
may, for ought I know, be a deceit ; but 
as it is not in my power to make terms 


for myſelf, it is to no purpoſe for me to. 


make objections, or to enquire any far 
ther. I am ready to accept your offer, 
only I ſhould be glad to know who the 


man really is, that I am Lanes n i 


huſband. 


She ſpoke this Sk Wen an air of diſ. 
dain, that the poor lover, ſhrunk up and 


diminiſhed in his own eyes, left me to 


make an anſwer. Mrs. Gerrarde, ſaid I, 
I declare to you ſolemnly that there is 
no deception in any thing which you ſee, 
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nor any ſoul play meant to you. This 
young man, whom I now preſent to you 


for your huſband, is well born, and has 
many genteel relations in this country; 
he has it in his power, to my certain 


knowlege, to make good the ſettlement 


he. propoſes for you, which I will take 
care to ſee properly ſecured. That part 
of it which is your own property, you. 
have now in your poſſeſſion, the other 
half I know. is in his. He was brought 


up to a creditable buſiheſs, which he in- 


tends to follow. I know him to be good 


natured, and of an obliging temper. He 


lived with me ſome time, and accompa- 


nied me in my travels, I ſuppoſe his 


having been my gentleman, which ſtation 
he did not accept through neceſſity, will 


not be a material objection (and I ſmiled 


and affected to look very proud), and I 
only mention it to convince you that I 
have no deſign of deceiving you, or con- 


7 any part of his character. 


Pivet coloured (for I ſtole a fide glance 


at him) and looked ſheepiſh. He began 


an aukward compliment with a bow, and 


- 
„ . 5 
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UE 1 hope; madam* — but I relieved him; 


and ſpeaking to Mrs. Gerrarde, You know 
all now, madam, that can be known; 
therefore, if you are diſpoſed to keep your 


word, let us put an end to this buſineſs 


to-day. To-day, Sir! Yes, to day, 


madam. What occaſion is Ane wg far. | 


cher delay? | N 
Pivet now oivithod: up Seh ad 


begged, fince ſhe had conſented, that ſhe . 
would not defer his happineſs. I told 


her, between mirth' and chiding, that. I 


was in haſte to get rid of my charge, and 
was therefore determined to make her 
over to Mr. Pivet that evening; and tel- 
ling her 1 would give orders about the 


ceremony, left the lovers to make out for 


_ themſelves” a ſcheme of conjugal felicity. 


Pivet pleaded his own cauſe ſo effectually, 


that, in the evening, I had the ſatisfaction | 


of beſtowing, with my own hand, that 
neffimdbltutaſive-of ivinyw-awll wich. 
neſs, Mrs. Gerrarde, on my faithful 
Squire, Monſieur Pivet; to the no ſmall 
joy of the latter, and I believe, if the 
ruth were known, to the no great mor- 
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tification of the former. 


buſineſs immediately. 


— _ 
ME MOIR S of 
Mrs. Rachael 


and myſelf were che only” witneſſes of _ 


_ FMluftrious union. | 1 


When the ceremony was orer; 251 
proached, according to cuſtom, to con- 
gratulate and ſalute the bride; but ſhe 
turned her ſaucy cheek to me, and affect - 
ed the whole night vaſt dignity of beha- 
viour; yet it was ſo foreign to her na- 
ture, that it appeared ridiculous; how- ; 


ever it was better than ranting. 


I invited them both to ſup with me, 
and treated Pivet with a familiar civility 
that ſeemed to pleaſe him highly, as it 
did balm credit 1 in the PR of his 


er ſupper, Pivet td me to 


| complete the friendly and generous offices 
I had already done him, by undertaking 


the ſettlement. of all money matters for 
him. As he knew I intended to go to 


Paris, he begged I would receive for him 
the ſum he had in the hands of the banker, 
which, he ſaid, if T would remic to him, 
it would enable him to enter upon his 
„ he 
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he (with no ill grace) preſented me y 
bond again, aſſuring me he relied entirely 
upon my honour for the execution of my 
promiſe to him, farther requeſting that 
I would put that, together with Mrs. 
Gerrarde's money, if ſhe approved of it, 
into ſuch hands as I ſhould judge git 
proper for her advantage. 

I was pleaſed at the openneſs Fe his- 
proceedings, and promifed to do every 
* for their mutual ſatisfaction; but i in- 
ſiſted on his keeping the bond, or lodging 
it in ſome proper hand, till I could re- 
deem it, by paying the money, which 1 
ſhould take care ſhould be ſpeedily done. 
TI told him, I thought the ſooner he ſer 
out for his own: province the better. He 
ſaid, he ſhould be ready the next day, if 
Mrs. Gerrarde (for he did not yet pre- 
ſume to call her by his own name) did 
not object to it. He e to her 
with his looks. 

She had ſearce e to n 
fois lips before; but now anſwered, You 
may be ſure, Sir, I ſhall not WR it 0 
. to get out of a priſon. e 


11. MEMOIRS of 6 
- He aſked' her if the choſe to wi her 
maid Rachael along with her? 
-- Certainly, ſhe. ſaid ; - I ſhould: not be 5 
1 fond of having a 3 about me, by 
1 whom I ſhould not be underſtood: 
- Rachael was now called in, and the 
= thing propoſed to her. She ſeemed ra- 
if ther inclined to return to England; but 
I told her, ſhe could not, in gratitude, 
deſert her lady in a ſtrange country; and 
that if ſhe had a mind to male me her 
friend, which ſhe ſhould find me upon 
any future occaſion, The would attend 
her home; and continue with her till her 
miſtreſs was willing to part with her.. 
The girl upon this conſented to ſtay, 
5 * received Mrs. Gerrarde's orders to 
prepare for their departure the next day. 
In the morning I made Pivet a preſent 
for his travelling charges, and Rachael ano- 
ther; telling her, according to the account 
1 ſhould have of her behaviour, that 1 
would be kind to her. She made me all 
the promiſes that I could defirez aſſuring 
me, that it was purely oh ſis nie _ 
955 ſhe 1 wich Mrs. Gerrarde. 155 
IE | 5 bie 
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Plot told me, that he would ind the 
fam which his wife had, in bills to me, 
to de appropriated: in the anner agreed 
on: for he ſaid, that having that morn- 
ing mentioned to her my generoſity, in 
relation: to the bond, ſhe had owned, that, 
notwithſtanding her reſentment to me, ſhe 
had no diſtruſt of my men in theje 111. 
menen: TE, 5 : 
I took e of telling Pivet, 
ds when he: could get his wife in the hu- - 
mour, he might prevail on her to give an 
inſtrument, impowering my ſteward to re- 
ceive the little income of her jointure at Aſh- 
by, which I would take care ſhould be re- 
mitted to him; for, en as "it Per ie, 
might be ſervierabdle 
When they were ready to ſet forward” 
on their journey, I begged leave to ſpeak 
a a few words to madam Pivet by herſelf: 
She ſeemed not inclined to the con- 
ference, but her huſpand very obligingly 


5 preſſing her not to part with me in en- 


mity, and at the fame time quitting the 
en ſhe was obliged to hear me. 
By then" frankly aſked her pardon - 
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for the lengths 1 had gone; telling her, 
that I -hoped time, and her own. good 
ſenſe, would convince her that ſhe. was 
more obligS- to me, than ber paſſion 
would then give her leave to ſee. Re- 
member, . madam, I have kept my word 
with you. You are now married to a 
very deſerving young man; you have a 
competent ſupport during your life. Hap- 
pineſs is in your power, if you do not 
wilfully caſt it away from you. Shew 
now that greatneſs of mind of - which you 
have ſo often boaſted, by: forgiving the 
man, who has, as you think, injured 
vou: and reſolving at once on a beha- 
viour that ſhall; in your turn, intitle you, 
not only to the forgiveneſs, but even to 
the eſteem, of hoſe whom 908 have in- 
Jored. Wadi . 1 

1 would have 1 on; and given 
5 more good advice, but ſhe cut me 
Mort, with this deciſive anſwer. Sir, 1 
neither deſire your counſel nor your good 
opinion; Mr. Pivet way deſerve ſome 
regard from me, but 90 I neyer * . 
n and ſhe * from m. 
15 | . | 1 ales ION 
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8 FB called in Pivet, and telling him 1 


was infinitely pleaſed at the good diſpoſi- 
tion J found his lady in, I wiſhed him all 


happineſs and a'ſafe-; Journey, and e = 
out directly for Dijon: 
And now, my dear Bidulph, eh 


ene ro” admire, to wonder at my vir- 


tue! I, who. have had one of the fineſt 
women in England in my poſſeſſion, for 


ſo many days (and by hi way was not 
ber averſion) to yield up her (by me) un- 
polluted charms to the arms of another : 
Add to this, that it has coſt me more to 


make one wean honeſt, that it need 
have done to have made balf a dozen 
otherwiſe, I had like to have writ a 


ſtrange ugly word, chat was Juſt at the 1 


nib of my pe. 
If you relits - my ſtory with ls tans; 


able partiality of a friend, judiciouſly a- 
doliſhing the context (for which you may 


have many precedents), and neatty ſplieing 


together the uſeful. fragments, ſhall I not 


| e to poſterity as great as Seipio him- 


elf? Ah! Sir George, if we knew the : 2 I 
ſeciet ſprings of many of thoſe 5 ye 
Re x. /% ͥͤ 
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Which dazzle us, in "the hiſtories of the 
renowned heroes of old, it is not imp6(- 
Hble * but the wonderdus page might 
dwindle into as inſignificant a tale a8 
| mine 1 
Well, I thank my good genius that "I 
led me ſafely through ſuch a labyrinth as 
I had got into. In getting rid of that 
woman (and not diſgracefully neither); I 
feel as if I had ſhaken off a great load. 
But what a graceleſs baggage it is, not to 
thank me for my kindneſs. I, who have 
been more than a father to her, in ſaving 
her firſſ from perdition, and then ſettling 
her well in the world - but there is no 
obliging ſome tempers. 
I ſhall leave this place to- morrow,, for 
I muſt haſten to Paris, to put every thing 
on a good footing for the new-married 
pair; and then I will go and ramble I do 
not care whither, for another year. I 
| ſhall lodge at Paris, where I did before, 
and deſire: you will write to me directly 
an account of all that paſſes within the 
"circle of your family, Let your fiſter 
"20d my - _ Bidulph know in what 
=. _ man- 
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Miſs Sidney Bidulph. 179 
manner I have diſpoſed of Mrs. Gerrarde, 
but beſure you do it diſcreetly, and take 
care not to mention that paultry circutm- 
a ſtance of her ſettlement, or any other 
private agreement with Pivet. 1 know 
Mrs. Arnold's delicacy would be hurt by 
the knowlege of this; therefore beware 
of dropping the leaſt hint of it, at your 
. peril. Tell lady Bidulph I will pra de- 
voutly for her daughter's happineſs; it 
what I have-done will promote it, it will 
not a little contribute to my own ; tho? 
|  T begin to feel it is not to be expected in 
this life, at leaſt by ſuch a n Wan- 
derer as I am, 5 
I could fit now, and indite melancholy 
verſes, or write an elegy, or make my. 
will, or do any other ſplenetie thing: in 
| ſhort, I have a good mind to tuffi monk 
and go into a monaſtery. I am ſure 1 
ſhould have lady Bidulph's vote for that. 
Adieu, my dear Bidulph, you will net 
hear from me again, rere till Tam. | 
din W —_. | 
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December 17 — What a a Grange man 


this is, my Cecilia! The more I reflect 
on his conduct, the more Lam amazed 


What a mixture is there in his nature! 


Wild to a romantic degree in his con- 
ceptions, yet how ſteady, how reſolute, 
ho conſiſtent, in putting thoſe flights of 
fancy into act! Generous he certainly is; 

how few men would put. themſelves to the 
trouble and expence that he has done, 
from ſuch a Hilntereſted, ſuch a compa 
fionate motive! Nay, on the contrary, TI 
believe moſt men would be cruel enough 
to take a fort of pleaſure in the vexation 


of a man, who had ſucceeded to the love 


of -a miſtreſs, once ſo much valued; and 
would enjoy a mean triumph in being, 
though without reaſon, the object of bjs 


jealouſy, e bad cut zem olf ſrom all 


hope. 


Mr. Faul EF: is — 8 1 think 
my ſelf highly indebted to him, whether 
the ſcheme he has in ſo extraordinary a 
manner undertaken for my ſervice ſuc- 


' ceeds or not. Yet do I wiſh: from my 


| heart, that the ſeparation between Mr. 
Wo A—_ RY 


* 
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though 1 loſe the love, of Mr. Arnold! 
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Arnold and Mrs. Gerrarde had been 


brought about by any other means. What 


if Mr. Arnold ſhould ever come at the 


717 EY" Þ 


truth (though I think that hardly Poſſi- 


ble), might it not leave him more 
eſtranged from me than he is even now ? 


or if he ſhould, in conſequence of this 


odd adventure, return to his poor baniſhed 
wife, repent of his injurious ſuſpicions of 


her, and reſtore her to his confidence and 
love, can he, can he ever reſtore to her 


that peace ſhe has ſo. long been a ſtranger 


to? Will no latent ſparks of former un- 
kindneſs ever rekindle and: light up the 
fire of diſcord ? How unwillingly, do we 


repair the unprovoked injuries which we 


find we have done to others ! Poor Mr. 
Arnold ; if I am fo happy as to have my 
innocence cleared to him, how miſerable 


will his own reflections make him! But 


if he is convinced (which has- been my 
daily and hourly, prayers), he ſhall: not be 
unhappy, if 1 can make him otherwiſe. 


Oh! my dear, it is the wiſh, the ardent 
longing of my ſoul, to recover the eſteem, 
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for I call that Being to witneſs, who knows 
the ſecrets of all hearts, that ſince I have 
been his wife, I have never, even in 
thought, ſwerved from that perfect and 
inviolable fidehty which I vowed to him. 
What then muſt have been my ſufferings, 
deprived of his love, caſt out from his 
houſe, and branded with the dreadful 
name of an Adultreſs? For where is the 
difference between the intention and the 
act? To me there is no diſtinction, and 
the huſband muſt be EM. that makes 
one. 

My mother has ſuffered me to tell TY 
the ſubſtance of Mr. Faulkland's letters, 
though ſhe would not read them. I own 
T was better ſatisfied that ſhe ſhould re- 
ceive her information thus, becauſe his 
light manner of expreſſing himſelf in 
many places would have given her great 
offence. Sir George did not conſider this 

when he ſubmitted the letters ro my mo- 
ther's as well as my perufal. Many grave 
animadverſions did ſhe make during my 

recital, and many times lift up her eyes 
1 + e at Mrs. Se behaviour. 
She 


' * 
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She often faid Mr. Faulkland was frantic 
to undertake fuch a thing, and wiſhed he 
had not taken ſuch a terrible woman in 
hand. When I came to that part of the 

account where Mrs. Gerrarde had been 


prevailed on to write to Mr. Arnold, I 


begged ſhe would give me leave to read 


the copy of the letter to her, as I aſſured 


her there was nothing in it but what would 


we her pleaſure. 
She conſented; and I read it; bang 


out Mr. Faulklang's apoſtrophes. My 


mother did not interrupt me; and finding 


the continued filent when I came to the 


concluſion, T looked at her, and ſaw tears 
running down her cheeks, Yes, my dear, 
my innocent child, ſaid ſhe, paſſionately 


throwing her arms round me, you were 


wronged; God knows you were wronged; 


and He now proclaims your innocence even. 
from the mouth of your moſt inveterate 
enemy. And lifting up her eyes, Thou 


haſt turned the hearts of ſinners: to the 
wiſdom of the juſt; therefore ſhall the 


Tighteous give Thee thanks. And then, 


"God forgive that woman all her ſins for 


F 25 
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this one act, and God forgive Mr. Faulk- 
land bis fins, and reward him for this 
| goodneſs. Sure your huſband will relent 
now; ſure he will long to take my poor, 
forſaken, virtuous child (and her tears 
guſhed as ſhe ſpoke), to his boſom again. 
I could not anſwer her for ſome time; 
my own tears almoſt choaked me: at laſt 
I ſaid, My dear mother, I have no doubt 
of Mr. Arnold's returning kindneſs : he 
will, I hope, be convinced that I am n guile- 
leſs, and we may yet be happy. 

She dried her eyes: God kend. God 
end you may ! But what has Mr. Faulk- 
land done with his poor penitent? I hope 
he will behave honourably to her; for this 
excellent parent had no doubt but that the 
letter, written by Mrs. Gerrarde, was, in 
a great meaſure, the reſult of her own con- 
trition; for as I had not been minute 

in giving her a particular account of all 
the previous ſteps taken by Mr. Faulk- 
land to obtain it from her, ſhe had not 
the leaſt idea that Mrs. Gerrarde had writ 
in that znanner from any other motive 
than the good one. which appeared obvi- 
dus to her. I told 
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I told her, that I feared Mrs. Gerrarde 


_ was far from being the penitent ſhe: ſup- 


8 
Ne es. 1 
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poſed-her z and then acquainted her with 
the true reaſons which had induced her to 
write in the manner ſhe had done. I then 
proceeded to tell her of her behaviour 
after writing the letter, and how Mr. 
Faulkland had acted in conſequence of 
that; concluding with informing her of 
Mrs. Gerrarde's being married, and * 
vided for in a very reputable way. 


My mother was highly delighted at this 


laſt einig for ſhe ſaid, Mr. Faulk- 
land had no right to be the puniſher of 


her crimes; and if he had not made a de- 
cent, proviſion for her, ſhe would never 


have looked upon Lads but as a Sho 
perſon, 


She told | me, chat DUR ſhe Was very 


glad, upon the whole, that Mr. Arnold 
and that bad woman were ſeparated, yet 
| ſhe was nevertheleſs not quite ſo well ſa- 


tisfied with the manner of it; for I think, 


ſaid ſhe, that it is impoſſible! but that a 


man of Mr. Arnold's good ſenſe muſt, 
* time or other, have been convinced of 


c 
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his error, and, of his own accord, re- 
turned to a right way of thinking. 

I anſwered, that might poſſibly = 
happened; but that he might have conti- 
nued long enough under his infatuation 
intirely to ruin his family: and as for what 
regarded me in particular, I knew of no 
means ſo likely to remove his unjuſt ſuſ- 


ood; cant rat th as thoſe. which 6h 


| You are right, my 7 5 aig ER let 


us hope the beſt, I am glad Mir, Faulk- 


land does not mean to return foon to 


England: there is but. one event which 


could ever reconcile me to his doing ſo; 


and that is, in order to do juſtice to the 


unfortunate Miſs Burchell. If he would 
wipe out that blot in his character by 


marrying her, 1 ſhould again allow him 
to be a good man: at preſent, I own, I 
can't help being diſſatisfied, that one, fo 


blameable as I think him, ſhould have 
laid my daughter under the Ns 87. 


which he has done. 
I ſaid it would rejoice me if be could 


be prevailed on to make Miſs s Burchen 


er * 
* — * E 
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the reparation ſhe mentioned; butTfeared | 


ſhe had no advocate with Mr. Faulklandi; 


though I was of opinion, if he were made 


acquainted with the life of ſorrow ſhe led, 
as well as her reſerved and modeſt be- 


haviour, he would be inclined to favour 


her; (eſpecially if 5 were to fee the Fe 


little boy. 


My mother aid, 1 He never could ex- 
es fog of mind, till he had wiped the 


rears from her eyes. 


"Miſs Burchell came in While we were 


5 ſpeaking of her: my mother is always 
glad to ſee her. The poor girl had been 


exceedingly ſhocked at Mr. Faulkland's 


carrying away her aunt. She thought this 
action put ſuch an invincible bar between 
her and her hopes (almoſt deſperate be- 
fore), that it went near to diſtract her; 


for though there was no conſanguinity in 
the caſe, yet the degree of relationſhip 
between her and Mrs, Gerrarde, made her 


look upon this amour (for ſo ſhe conſi- 
dered it) with the utmoſt horror. She 
had often expreſſed her ſenſe of it in ſo 
| eh a 3 both to my mother and 


me, 
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me, that hid Mr. Faulkland even been 
-inclined to offer her his hand, ſhe could 


not, conſiſtently. either with virtue or 
common decency, have accepted of it. 
My mother, ever delighted with acts 5 


humanity, was in haſte to communicate 


the true ſtate of the caſe to Miſs Burchell. 

It was her intereſt to keep our ſecret; 

therefore I made no ſcruple of wunde 

her with it; eſpecially as I knew it wou 

ſo much contribute to her peace of meu 
My mother accoſted her with ſaying, 


Miſs Burchell, I have ſomething to tell 


you, that I believe will give you pleaſure. 
The unhappy young woman lifted up her 
melancholy eyes; and, ſhaking her head, 
anſwered, That 1 believe, Madam, is now 


impoſſible. Tour aunt is married, ſaid 
my mother, but not to Mr. Faulkland; 


and, what is more, there has never any 
thing paſſed between them that need be 


a bar to you, if he could be brought 


to conſider you as he ought. Miſs Bur- 


chell looked amazed; then turned her 


eyes from my mother to me, as if for an 
n My mother deſired me to 
T1 aca 


AS 
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acquaint her with the hiſtory at large of 
Mr. Faulkland's proceedings; I did ſo, 
and took care not to omit the tender man- 
ner in which he had mentioned her in one 
of his letters. She dropped ſome tears at 
the recital; and then, turning to my mo- 
ther, My dear good Madam, you have 
ſnatched me from deſpair by this diſco- 


very : : I was overwhelmed; 1 think 1 could 
not have got the better of i my grief; a faint 


ray of glimmering hope is once more 


let in upon me. Mr. Faulkland may 9er 


be mine without a crime; or, if he is not, 


I ſhall at leaſt have the ſatisfaction to | 


think him not ſo abandoned as he appeared 


to me an hour ago. Oh! worthy and. 


lovely Mrs. Arnold! ſaid ſhe, addreſſing 


herſelf to me, you ſee how Mr. Faulk-- 


land reveres you: oh! that you would. 


but engage in my behalf! you can influ- 
| ence his heart; you can guide his reaſon z 74 
vou are his fate FE 


Her fine eyes, which ſhe fixed on me, 0 


filled with perſuaſive eloquence, let. me, 


 ipto the whole of her meaning, and con- 


Wk more to me than it was in the 
| N 
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power of words to do. 1 underſtand you, 


dear Madam, ſaid I; and it grieves my 
heart to think that I cannot, muſt not in- 
tereſt myſelf for you in the manner I 
would moſt ardently undertake to do, if 
there were not ſuch obſtacles in my way, 


as it is impoſſible for me to get over. 


Mr. Faulkland, you ſee, is free from the 
guilt we all feared he had plunged him- 
ſelf into: he is full of remorſe for the in- 


. jury he did you, and I dare believe re- 


tains in his heart a tender ſenſe of your 
merit: he is ſtill free; nay, he has declar- 
ed his intention of continuing ſo. Theſe 
circumſtances give large room for hope: 
your unobjectionable conduct, joined to pa- 
ternal affection, may ſtill bring about that 
wiſhed- for, happy event; but this muſt be 


left to time, and the workings of his own 


heart. You know Mr. Faulkland is, in 
his natural temper, impatient of re- 


ſtraint; he is bur a very young man, and 


has a few of thoſe levities which a little 


more ſettled age infallibly will correct, 


where a good heart and a good under- 


un are united. Pardon me if I add, 
E | at "4 


ro, 
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that Mr. Faulkland is not ungenerous, 
however blameable he may have been in 


regard to you. All theſe cireumſtances 
conlidereds I ſay, may warrant your in- 
dulging a hope, that he will at laſt be 


| brought to make you the reparation, which 
is mine and my mother's wiſh as much 


as your own. Ah! Madam, ſaid ſhe, 


but Mr. Faulkland is a great way from 
me: the remembrace of me is already 
but too much worn out; diſtance, time, 

and a variety of objects, muſt intirely ef- 


face it. Your hand, the powerful magic 


of hour touch, would ſoon brighten up 


the colouring of thoſe faint, faded traces, 


that he but ſcarcely preſerves of me in his. 
memory. What could not your pen, 
guided by a heart fo tender, ſa ſympa- 


thizing with the grief of others, effect on 


the man who conliders you as a divinity? _ 
If he had any hopes of you, Madam, 
it would be preſumption in me to put in 
my claim; but, as you cannot be my ri- 
val, be my advocate: do, dear angelic 
lady! (and ſhe lifted up her hands to me 
fervently) write to Mr. Faulkland; if vou 
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can ds him to me; what prayers will I 

not pour out ſor your happineſs ? | 
My mother, who was greatly affected at 

Ain diſcourſe, ſaid to me, Indeed, my 


dear, if you could effect that, it would 
be a very meritorious work. Who knows 


what the high opinion Mr. Faulkland has 
of you, and the great deference he Jpays 
ihe: your judgment, may produce? 

I was ſorry my good mother's openneſs 
af heart had made her enter ſo ſuddenly 


into Miſs Burchell's ſentiments : it encou- 


raged her to renew her intreaties; ſhe 
ſnatched both my mother's hands, and 
| kiſſed them; ſhe hag ene to thank 
D 

I was 3 to appear cold in Mis | 


Burchell's intereſt, or to refuſe doing 


what my mother ſeemed to approve; but 
the reſolution I had long before made, 
never to ſee, or on any account whatſo- 
ever to hold the leaſt correſpondence with 
Mr. Faulkland, determined me. If ſtrict 
prudence might on ſo extraordinary an 
occaſion have diſpenſed with this promiſe, 


| hich, as I had made it to my o] heart, 


I thug: 


r 2 


* oo. NO 


Aan e Waere, 29s 
Ichought amounted almoſt to a vow, Icauld 
not however anſwer it to chat decarum, 
which Lhad, as an inviolahle law, determin- 
ed to guide (myſelf hy, in ſo critical a 
ſituation. And I reſolved ta haue it in 


my power to ſay, in caſe Mr. Arnold and 


L were ever to unite again, chat I had not 
in the ſmalleſt article deꝑarted from it. 

I told Miſs Burchell there was he 
reaſon which could prevent me from corn 


plying with her requeſt; but it was ons 


of fo much weight with me, that, aftep 


my informing her of it, Ia hoped , 
Wa 


with my huſband, make afirm reſolution, 
not only never to ſee Mr. Faulkland, but 
never to receive from, or write a line ta - 
him, nor in any manner whatſbever to 
keep up the leaſt intercourſe with him. 


I did not know but chat Mr. ,Faulk- 
land (if be ſhould learn the truth) 


conſidering himſelf to be (as ke ren. 


1y was, though innocently) the cauſe 


of that unfortunate ſeparation, might, 


. Fitber with a deſign of conſoling me, or 
Vor. Il. K of 


* 


of blame; ! dave endeavoured to ſee me oh 
write to me. In this I was miſtaken; 
his prudence, or his reſpe& or me, pre- 
vented him from attempting either. The 
reſolution I had made, however, 1 
thought due to my huſband's honor, as 
well as my oon, The ſame cauſe ſtill 
fubſiſts; the weight of it perhaps more 
in my on imagination than in reality; 
but if it even be ſo, indulge me, dear Ma- 
dam (to my mother), and dear Miſs 
Burchell, in this ſingularity. I have (not 
improbably) the happy proſpect of being 
reſtored to Mr. Arnold's eſteem; let me 
then be able to aſſure him, that theſe 
eyes, theſe ears, theſe hands, have been 
as guiltleſs as my heart, and all equally 
ſtranged from Mr. Faulkland. This is 
a declaration Þ think due to that puncti- 
uno, or, give me leave to call it, that de- 
| _lieacy, I have endeavoured to preſerve in 


all my conduct. Mother! you always 


* 


reproach. N l 
- Very true, at” bene, anſuered my 
10 ; mother ; 


thyghr ine te to ae even __ in of 
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mother „L believe you. are in the tight. 
Miſs Burchell, 1 think my daughter, ean+ 
not, conformably to that diſcretion by 
which ſhe has always been governed, under- 


E rt Wie at ny” it did not . 


Sidney. has; now: ib; my IP 
Miſs Burchell made no . bak E 
Nan en Pop OO} and 1 


EE 4 © 24 


LE being rae An 5 told hee: if Mr. 


„ 


Arnold and 1 ſhould ever be re- united, 
that I would endeavour to draw. him ſo 
far over to our party, as to obtain his 


permiſſion to correſpond with Mr. Faulk- 


land: that I was ſure he would join with 
me in wiſhüng ber the reparation the 
hoped for; and that I would make no 
ſeruple of engaging warmly for her in 


ſuch caſe; / But then, Madam, ſaid ſhe, 


with what face can you intereſt | yourſelf 


for me, ſo long as Mr. Arnold ſhall think 
that my aunt has been criminal with Mr. 
Faulkland? That thought, ſaid I, did 
not occur to me before, and is indeed 2 


. 2 0 


difficulty ; for mould Mr. Arnold know 


1 1.6 MrNMorkSs FO 

that the elopement of Mis. Gelrartte was 
agaimſt her will, and the letter the wrote 
him extorted from her by Mr. Faulkland; 
it might perhaps injure me as much in 
Eis opinion, as Mrs. Gerrarde's falſe ſug- 
geſtions had done before. Thoſe intrica- 
cies, dear Miſs Burchell, muſt be left to 
time, which I hope may unravel them 
favourably for us all. The attempt to 
diſcloſe this affair to Mr. Arnold miſt not 
be ſudden; indeed T miſt be well aſſured 
of his reſtored confidence and affeckion 
before I can venture upon it at all. When. 
ever that joyful event happens, aſſure 
yourfelf of my "beſt endeavours” to ſerve 
„ if 1 have really any influence oV q fr 

Mr. Faulkland, and 2 Senor mould 
ſo'happily concur as to put it in ay Powe 
to make uſe of it. e. 
Be contented, good Miſs Burhelh Fai | 
my mother, with this promiſe which my 
daughter has made you: if Mr. Arnold 
and ſhe ſhould live together again 
Mr. Faulkland may probably retutn 
England; as nothing I believe nov 
keeps him abroad, but to avoid givin 
4 3 | 
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Mr. Arnold umbrage, in the preſent un- 
n, een . e A. 


» 
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25 Dacemben: vids 1 continues 
ſullen; be ſeldoms viſits us, and when, he 
does, the meeting on his part is cold; 
He has; made himſelf maſter * many 
particulars relating to poor Mr. Arnold's 

unhappy connection with Mrs. Gerrarde 

for ſince her elopement the affair has been 
more :talked- of than it was before, and 
her whole hiſtary traced: aut. She way 
the daughter: of an innkeeper i in a coun · 
try town, and ran away with captain 
Gerrarde, in his march through it, upon 
an acquaintance of but a few days. The 
huſband, who was paſſionately fond of hers 
concealed'the-meanneſs of her birth, and 
put her off to his relations for a young 
lady of a reputable family, with whom 
ke got a good fortune. This induced his 

ſiſter, a widow: lady, the mother of Miſs 
Burchell,” to leave at her death the care 
of the unhappy girl to captain Gerrarde. 
Tho captain, whoſe IE Increaſed 


9 OMuMores F 
faſt upon him a few years after bis mar- 
riage, got leave to retire upon half: pay 
into fon country z and he lived for the 
m at Aſhby, a little eſtate which 
ae? 111 purchaſed and ſettled upon his 
Wife: . — he had a pretty good per- 
ſonal fortune, which ſhe had ſquandered, 
for his fondneſs could refuſe her nothing, 
except living apart from him at London, 
which he could never conſent to, though 
it was always her deſire; but being de- 
= of this; ſhe betook I. to n 
pleaſures as the country afforde | 
always a leading et eee eee 
aſſemblies, and ſuch other amuſements, 
as were within her reach; which, toge- 
ther with expenſive treats at home, and 
card- playing (her ſupreme eee et | 
$ athis death; whichh Ppene 
after their marriage, in the edighteface ſhe 


nin her account of herſelf to Mr, Faulkland 


acknowleges. It was then Mr. Arnold 
became acquainted: with her, and in the 
manner ſne repreſented; for my brother 3 
has lately fallen into the acquaintance” 

** — * 18 Mt calls N which 0 
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ſhe, mentions,, a. Mr. Pinnick, at hoſe 
lodgings they firſt, wer. This geotlewan, 
who was in; reality nothing mot re ab 
humble ſervant. of the lady 8, 2 5 

2 alled him couſin, the better to creen yY 
more dentaler Sue den 0 1105 


Mr. ume hom: 8 faid;;hy he N | 
the had inſnared, chat he matte n no for, FY 
ple of telling all he knew of her He 8 
| - ſaid; ſhe had two b Other „ Very. Seat pig 
fligates ;; one of whom had been put inte 
priſon for forgery, and would have been i 
banged, had not Mr. Arnold, at the ex: 
pence of a very conſiderable ſum, ſaved 


his life. The other, ſome very mean . 


and Mrs. Gerrarde's great favourite, for | 


to prevail on Mr. Arnold "a purchaſe a 
cgonſiderable employment. It would de 
| endleſs, ſaid Mr. Pinnick, to cell vou the 
variety of ſtratagems ſhe made uſe of to 
get money out of thoſe whom ſhe had in 
ber power, and who were able to ſupply. 
ber. 1, for my part, was not rich enough, 
Aw}... K 4 or = 


retainer to the law, a plauſible fellow, 3 


whom ſhe had art and influence enough BE | f 
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for ogy the chief reaſon I ſuppoſe 
of Mr. Arnold's ſupplanting me; and 1 
rake it for granted, that thoſe arts, which. 
me practiſeck on me to little effect, ſuc- 
ceeded better with him. One time her 
poor father was in gaoh, and his Whole 
ſent x begging,” if he was not relieved 
from his diſtreſs, by a trifling ſum; fffty 
pounds would do. Another time her ſiſter's 
nuſpband, a country ſhopkeeper, was upoti' 
te point of breaking, and would be ine 
vitably ruined if he was not aſſiſted. And 
then ſhe had a formal letter to produce 
from her fiſter upon the melancholy. oc 
caſion. Thieſe circumſtances ſhe made 
no feruple of laying: open to me, as ſfie 
| knew F was no ſtranger to her originz 
for ſome years in the to 
where the formerly lived," though I did 
not then know her. Her mother was 4 
Roman Catholick; and in order to have 
her daughter brought up in the ſame prin- 


eiples wich herſelf, had ſent her to a rela- 
tian in Dublin, where ſhe received. her 
education in a nunnery, Though her atti⸗ 


Miſs. Sidney Bidulph. 
ders to get money from me were grow 
quite ſtale, I wake no doubt but ſhe 
practiſed - them all over again on poor 
Arnold. She was not contented with the 
lodgings: I had placed ber in, but obliged 
him to take a handſome houſe, elegantly. 
ee for her 2 a very fine chariot 

and horſes were the next purchaſe for a. 
hired one the lady would not vouchſafe to 
ſit in: and I. am ſure. [ have ſeen her in 
| the boxes at the play, with as many 85 
els on her as any lady there. 

All theſe ungrateful particulars,. which 
Sir George had received from Mr. Pin- 
- nick, he took a ſort of ill natured plea- 
ſure in repeating to my mother and me. 
Unhappy Mr. Arnold, into what a gulph 
didſi thou unwarily plunge thyſelf! Is it not 
amazing that this affair was even ſo long 
| ſecret? That it was ſo to me is not 
ſtrange; for ĩt is natural to ſuppoſe that Þ 
muſt have been the laſt perſon to receive 
a hint of this nature; but that my bro- 
ther ſhould never have been informed of 
it is ſurprizing! *Tis certain Mr. Ar- | 
on was at firſt. very cauiousin. his viſits, - 
. . making 


201 


+ 


. , : 
y p : 
3 j 
l 5 
* 


e e . FOI — ! 


debt. * he law-ſuir , too 1 hear i is 1 
to 89, againſt us; if that is to be the 
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LIT them \ generally at ni nig evet 
then he never was carried i in gh, 15 156 


rio. = am ſhockedt to think of the ive 
which 1 fear he has done te to his, A ok 
* 


* 
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his own; but fince he is delivered from 
the thraldom i in which this woman "he 1a 


; bim, the reſt, L hope, by future good 


management, may be retrieved, "Would 
to heaven! I had nothing left me 10 la. 
ment, but the waſte of his fortune. Sir ir 


George ſays he 1 is ſure he is deep 1 in” 
«ly 
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cafe, it will be a blow indeed! 1 


* 
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December N witer is a 


fare. of ſuſpence/ I am, if poſſible, more 


unhappy now, than when I was withour 


hope of recovering my dear, and now 


more dear, becauſe undone. Mr. Arnold. 
Our. cauſe. came to a final hearing many 


days ago (though I Was not told it till. 


N 


yeſterday, and it is given againſt us. Mr. 


e * this * Joſes 900 pounds 
2 eat, 
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a, year, beſides; conſiderable coſts. No- 
thing now remains hut my jointure. Into 

What an abyſs of miſery is my unfortu- 
nate huſband plunged! Oh! chat I could 
but ſee him ! that I could but regain his 
confidence, that I might ſoot wk com | 
fort him in his afflictions |; +; 1 -! 
NM brother is very 1 8 has! 9 
ling me the fatal news, he ſaid, he 
thought 1 ſhould. be much to blame 
if I returned to Mr. Arnéld, though 
he were even deſirous of it. 
proſpect can you have with him but 
gary? ſaid hes. for. 10 ſuppoſe his next 
ſtep wil be to wheedle you out of your 
jointure, the only ſupport.) vou have now 
left for yourſelf. and your child een. 

Oh I brother, brother, ſaid I, you 
have no heart! 1 could PO no ee tor 
I burſt into tears. 

Perhaps you may not be put ia; » ths | 
trial, anſwered he cruelly ; but if you | 
ſhould, you are to take. your own way 

Mrs. Arnold, for my advice had never 
5 any, weight with you or my mother, fat 
MY: mother Em, Sir W * 
K 6 


4 


do not ee une your” 
Let her, in the name of God, — 
dictates of her duty. If che unfortunate 
Mr. Arnold ſees his error, can yo be 
unchriſtian as to endeavour at ſtseling 
his wife's' heart againf him? O ſon ? 
this is not the way to öbtain forgiveneſs 
of God for your on faults l Far be ir 
from Sidney to reject the proffered b 
of 4 repenting huſband: © My dear (to 
me) don't «Mit yourſelf; if your huſ- 
band has grace, you'ſhall both be as hap» 
py together as 7 can make you: Misfors 
tunes, faid Sir George. are mighty great 
promoters of gract; I don't doubt but 
Mr. Arnold will repent moſt heartily 
dhe having laviſhed away his fortune; 
and the hopes of repairing it, may give 
him the grace to take his wife again. 
Sir George, ſaid my mother angrily, 
you will oblige me if 290 tay” no wigge 
on the ſubject. 


Ire done, Madam, ſaid wy brother 
* took his leave. 185 

I had almoſt forgot to tell you by what 

. means the widow A carried her ſuit 


. 


* 
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Miſs Sidney Bidu 
agalnſt us. Vou may remember 
Pernes (hv; bad at — 


weatened to produce a witneſs, who could 
proves that her indo feagg bad heen 


with her on eee RN. 


 lirtle time before his death,, Who. this. 


witneſs was, had. been kept an impono- 
trable ſecret. PER» 
duce: him, When the cauſe came to be 
tried; and this witneſs proved to be Mrs. 
Gerrarde's brother. That very brother 


whom Mr. Arnold had redeemed from a, 


gaol and peril-of hanging. This man it 
ſeems had been very intimate with her 


during her huſband's life-time, While ſhe 


was in a ſtate, of ſeparation from him; 
but whether he was at all acquainted with 


the late Mr. Arnold, we have no other 
teſtimony than his o.] n. Ties however 


moſt certain, that ſhe was ſuſpected of an 


intrigue with him, and in all human pro- 


bability that child, which is bent * 


Arnold eſtate; n ; 
This concealed villain undou | 


> 
* 


he did, however, pro- 


ed fly » Was 
ae Wen, who firſt OY this e . 
fi: "mM 


e mess 5 | 
oceedings.. It Was afinh the. 
commencement of. the law⸗ ſuit that he. 
was put into gaol, and Mr. Arnold little. : 
imagined, when under Mrs, ;Gerrarde's, 
influence, he obtained his liherty, that 
he was beſtowing on this wicked 1 
8 power to ruin him. 7 +. 4 I! . 15 
I do not imagine 1 e was in 
| this, Aſecret.2,.-1;Juppoſe ſne would not | 
| knowingly have contributed to beggar the 
man by whom [ſhe was. ſupported. an 
affluence. . But be that as i it will, the evi- 
dence of this fellow, who was bred an 
attorney, together with that of Mrs. Ar- 
nold's maid, eſtabliſhed the proof 0 
which the iſſye of the whole affair turned. 
Unfortunately for us, we could 1 
M capable of giving any teſtimony 8 
. which could overthrow theirs : and the 
iürregularity of the late Mr. Arnold's life 
gave: theſe evidences. an. appearance . at . 
leaſt of truth. God forgive thoſe people 
the foul play they made uſe of! I would 
not poſſeſs a king's revenue Ahe terms 


4 a now enjoy the Arnold eſtate. Tis | 


ko 4 hee HAT the widow | ls W to 
5 25 
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be frivately marge to this ariothey' de 


S Him a fe etipente; "for I fear he hub 


wretch had the effröntery to acknon 


his 8 obligation to Mr: Arnold; and at the 


ſame time detfared;” that not ing bor the 
j ae which he owed the widow, and the 
orp han of his late friend, could have en- 
| ce ec from Kim to his'preju”. 


dic. an Pts n erte 7 El. - 


1 feed gor ten you in what light wy 
poor b Air. Arnold fooks upon this Wm 

He 10 id to a gentleman, from whom Sir 

George had the account, that he was juſtly 


puniſhed for having furmſhed ſuch à vile. - 


lain with the means of "undoing _ 
and execrates the memory of Mrs. Ger- 
rarde, WHO prevailed on him to do * 
for he ſcarce knew the fellow at that time, 
having only ſeen him once or tw-ice at 


her lodgings. But let me "up the mers. 


tion of ſuch wretches at once. My heart 
is full of impatience to hear ſomething 
from Mr. Arnold. Mrs. Gerrarde's let 


ter I fear has had no effect on him; Be 0 * 


5 muſt have ek It long ſince; We 


rice 4 great deal to ſerve Her. The 


* 
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Can R mean : ode mo- 


in Si Ay 4 x They ſent: a 
compliment to. me as ſoon as they alighted 
at their houſe, which was not till nine 

o'clock; and this morning at the fame 
hour I was agreeably ſurprized by a viſit 
from my lord: ſurprized I ſay, for he is 
ſeldom out of bed ſo ſoon. I had him 
up to my dreſſing: room; my mother had 
never ſeen him, and as ſhe was undreſſed 
did not chuſe to appear. Well, my good 
lady, ſaid he, after ſaluting me, haye 
you heard any- thing from Mr. Arnold 
lately? L told him I had not. I don't 


know whether you are apprized, ſaid he, 


that 1 am in all your ſecrets: Mr. Faulk- 
land and I correſpond, and I know how 
all matters ſtand. You are not made ac- 
quninted, perhaps, that I was aiding and 


Ahetting to 4 certain ſcheme. I tald-him 


that Mr, Faulkland had writ my brother 


Miſs Sidney Bidusch 2095. 
the whole account, and chat I was ſure of 
his kind participation in every thing that 
related to me. Phat you may depend 
on, ſaid hen the thing cannot be named 
that I would not do to ſerve you; I un- 
derſtand from Mr. Faulkland, that Mrs. 
Gerrarde has writ to Mr. Arnold: Have 
you heard of no effects produced by that 
letter? I told him, I had never heard a 
word from Mr. Arnold ſince he had re- 
ceived it. I hope it will not be long be- 
fore you will, anſwered he: I called on 
n morning on purpoſe to prepare 
you; for I ſuſpect Arnold wants ta 
be reconciled/: he wrote to me ten days 
ago, conjuring' me in the ſtrongeſt terme 
to come to town, and to prevail on lady 
V to accompany me: he ſaid he had 
ſomething of the utmoſt conſequence to 
eonlult us upon, in which our friendſhip 
might be of moſt material ſervice to him: 
he concluded with telling me, that the 
whole happineſs of his life depended on 
our complving with his requeſt. Now as 
his was immediately on his receiving 
Mrs, Gerrarde's letter, for I had regulay. 
8 1 a A 
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1 of the whole proceeding, 1 
flatter myſelf that it was in conſequence of 
that letter he made this requeſt, with,a 
deſign, as J hope, of getting us to mediate 
between you. As could not juſt! then 
_ attend; his ſummons, having buſineſs: at 
VWhall to detain me, I wrote him word, 
that I ſhould: certainly be in town as on this 
day; and that lady V would be ſure to 
accompany me. I have not heard from 
him ſince till laſt night, when J ſent a 
meſſage to his houſe to deſire his, company 
+; breakfaſt. with me;this, morning: I.ex- 
pect him at ten o'clock... Now I had e 
mind to inform you of this opening, 
which to me ſeems to promiſe very fa- 
vourably for you. I ſhall. not mention 
my having ſeen; you, ſo that I can ſay 
nothing from you to him. I aſked him, 
was my lady acquainted. with the affair as 
it really ſtood ? He ſaid ſhe was; for that 
ſhe had been ſo exaſperated againſt Mr. 
Faulkland on his firſt going off with Mrs. 
Gerrarde, whom ſhe thought he had run 
away with upon a very different deſign, 
chat he was eee unn 2 8 


144 
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and that ſhe would preſently have done 
the ſame by me, after the letter ſhe had 
wrote me about that affair, but that he 
prevented her, thinking Mr. Faulkland 
would be better pleaſed to unravel the my- 
ſtery himſelf. He added; that ſhe was 
too much my friend, not to enter warm- 
ly into my intereſts, and had been ex- 
tremely impatient to come to town. I 
thanked my lord for his and his lady's 
friendſhip. He then aſked me how our 
Jaw-ſuit went on? I anſwered, it had been 
determined ſome days ago, and we had 
loſt our cauſe. He turned pale at the 
news. Good God! What an unfortunate 
man your huſband * ſaid he}. What 
will become of Miniteller o 
He put an end to his viſit 3 
ly;: telling me, that either be or his lady 
would call on me in the afternoon, to let 
me know the en of their conference | 
With Mr. Auel nin on rt 
Ife to my 8 to tell lr thet jog | 
ful news. She offered up a prayer that 
it might turn out as my lord V had. 
ſuggeſted; and ſaid, ſhe herſelf was: of 8 
the lame. opinion. 
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Wich a heart elated with pleaſure, my 
dear- Cecilia, I have ſcribbled: over the 


| occurrences of this morning. God grant 


I may be able to cloſe my journal of tos 
* with the happy wiſhed- for event! 
I never counted the clock with duch 
impatience as 1 did this day, waiting the 
promiſed viſit of lord or lady V—, and 
I ordered myſelf to be denied to all 
company but them. At one O clock 
good lady V came, without my lord. 


when lady V—, who hurried up ſtairs; 


entered the room, I was unable to ſpeak, 
or ſalute her. She ran up to me, and 


taking me by the hand, affectionately 
ambraced me. My mother was preſent ; 
I made a ſnift to preſent her to lady v 
She then led me to a chair, and ſat down 
by me. Come, my dear Mrs. Arnold, 
ſaid ſhe; recover your ſpirits; all will be 
well. I began to apologize for giving 
her ladyſnhip the trouble of coming to me, 
when it was my duty to have — 


= 
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her. Do not e deere id 
ſhe, I was in tod mach haſte to bring you 
good news, to think of forms. We have 
had Mr. Arnold wich us till wickin this 
half hour, and indeed he more rer 
your pity now than your reſentment. 
Oh bel feared it, aid — 
ed into my eyes. If you are ſo affected 
at ithe barely knotwing this, ſaid my lady, 
I muſt not: tell you the iparticulars of ur 
converſation; it will be enough for you 
to know, that your huſband is convinced 
of che injeries he has done you, and de- 
fires” ang . nen err 
neſs. 
Dear lady v aid 115 — "E 
my heart is really ſo ſoſtened by ſorrow; 
that I cannot command my teats. But 1 
beg that may not deter you from indulg: 
ing me with the partieulars of what paſ- 
ſed detween ee and n eee ee, 174 


mere 


you. dents et fingers % 1 10508 
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to inform us of all that paſſed in elt 
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Lady 
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Lady V—-obligingly; complidd, and 
gave the following account of it. 
Mtr. Arnold came exactly at ten 
clock my lord: was juſt returned from 
his viſit to you; and had got in. but a few 
minutes before him. Poor Mr. Arnold 
looked abaſhed upon ſeeing me; his 
countenance and his voice diſcovered the 
humiliation of his mind. After che firſt 
compliments were oyer, we ſat down to 
5 breakfaſt; your huſband drank a diſh of 
coffee, but eat nothing. We were in 
- haſte,, that the ſervants ſhould leave: the 
room, and diſmiſſed them as ſoon as e 
could. My lord then opened the-conver- 
ſation, by ſaying, Well. Arnold, here 
are lady V— and I come to attend your 
ſummons; now tell us what ſervice you 
you have to empley us in, for I aſſure 
you, we are both ready to do you _y act 
df friendſhip in our power. 
I» My lord, 1 tank you, ſaid {bot Ar- 
noldʒ; the friendſhip: you bonour me 
with, I flattered myſelf, ſome time ago, 
might have been ſerviceable to me I 
maſt moe en * * making uſe of i in 
nt ben 
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Mi Miſs Sidney Bidvlph, 5 
When 1 requeſted the favour of lady 
Vs preſence and Your*s in te un, 1 
meant to intreat your interpoſition be- 


tween me and Mrs. Arnold. I know F 
have wronged her ſo, that were ſhe” any 


other than the woman ſhe is, I could 


never hope for forgiveneſs; but from hex 
J did hope it, and thought your goed 


offices might bring about a reunion,” But 


that is all over; 1 mn deſire nor wiſh 
it now. - fiir 


Jam ſorry fore that Me. Arold; ſaid 
I; Lam ſure nothing in this world be? 


indes: can ever _— _ er 
you happy. Me * 


Do you whos tan; wv nen 70 Oe? 
the poor man really looked wildiy) that 


A man without à foot of land, over 


not have a houſe to ſhelter himſelf in. 7 


deſerve it all, but Mrs. Arnold does not. 


Do you think, that after all the wrongs 


Wer: in 
not ſuch an abandoned wrench,” "IT I de- 


haue done Ne 1 wall involve. 
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told Mr. Arnold, he was extremely glad 
to find that his wife had recovered his 
"ja . opinſon; adding, that be always 


216 8 01RS 4 


| i re now ot your ladyſhip is, to tell my 
wife that I beg her forgiveneſs; and re- 
queſt ſhe will take care of our two chil- 
the ſcanty pittance that her 
" nether's ſerupulous micery retained for 
| Tim will hardly enable her. to do it; but 
hils-Lady BidvIphr tives, * believe ſhe 
Will net fee chem want. „ "633... 
He uttered all- this with we be 
** - neſs hat w never one ak cory in- 
rropthime OH Wor :: 
As 1 did mot chen know oft 1e 
your cauſe, I was ſurpriged to bear him 
ek of his eircumſtances being ſo deſ- 
erate,” and really feared his head was 
turned. But my lord ſoon explained the 
matter, by ſaying, he had heard that 
morning of the Iſſue of his law- ſuit, yet 
as he repreſented them to be. He then 


had the higheſt one of your virtue, It 


amares me, Mr. Arnold, faid/I, chat you 


en could munen e 15 So it 


= d / 
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05 1 have been for 7 5 year 1 in 7 

_ dream, a horrid, delirium, from which 
that vile forcereſs, who br u * 4 r 
| as but juſt now rouzed m. 
I wanted to draw Mr. Arnold to \ this 


point. Have you heard any I f 
ſince ſhe Jeft you, Sir, ſaid 17 


"without anſwering me, 2 it into my 
hands, and deſired me to Tead-ity then 


roſe off his . and walked abgut. the 


room. Ae n _ OT N 
Ny lord and. I read Mrs. Gerrarde's 
© lovar together; we were both curious to 
* it, Mr. Faulkland having mentioned 

ie correſpondence. Mr. Arnold. 
ſaid 1, returning it to him, withoutany - 
| ſuch proof as this, I believe nobody that 
knows your lady would think her guilty, 
nor could I ever entertain ſo bad an, api- 
nion of Mr, Faulkland: I have. known 

im from his boyiſh. days, and never. had 
reaſon to believe A capable of a diſho- 
nourable S 4-7 eh ae 
1 believe him innocent, as to this, an- 
Yeu II. 1 ſwered 


. 
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ſwered Mr. Arnold, but you cannot con- 
celve the pains that were taken by chat 
vile woman to make me think otherwiſe ;" 
neither buht her retracting all ſhe aid 
now Work ſo much on me, as other or- 
robatin . her running a- 
vo with the very man, of whom ſhe 
raiſed my jealouſy, after having plupder- 
. of almoſt every Res Thad to be- 
Now, does not look like udden reſolu- 
tion: the ſcheme muſt have been con- 
certed for ſome time, and Faulkland, * 


jeep ber EE 'at "the 7 


for 1 am not 1⁰ blind; evelrito- * Per 
ſonal charms of my wiſe; as to imagine 
the greateſt inconſtant would grow tired 
of er in ſo ſhort a tim. 
Why, 1 muſt own, ſaid my lord, that 
is a natural inference; which, joined to the 
and-falſhood of Mrs. Gerrarde, 
N out of diſpute, that ſhe traduced 
Mr. Faulkland and your wife, merely to 
gain her own wicked ends; one part of 
Which I am inclined to think ſhe con- 


fliſſes in her letter; that is to ſay, to have 
— 43 c e | | 


a 
„ - 


you intirely in her own hands, though” 
not for the reaſon ſnhe there gives. Her 
other motive, I think, now plainly ap- 
if you were Jealous. of your wife, you 
would hardly ſuſpect her with the ſame 
pexſans, whoſe: viſits,// to my e * 
were pret frequent at her houſe. Then, 
ſaid I, „ (throwing my weight into — 
ſcale) the unobjectionable character ef 
Mrs. Arnold, her pious education; her | 
modeſt and affectionate behaviour to you" "M8 
for ſo long a time, and the recluſe liſe 
that ſhe. has led with her mother ſince 
you parted, makes the e any II 
in her quite inctedibſGGmee. 
Lady Vo, ſaid your dagen, are 
 tiently, I am as conſcious of-itall agyou 
_ can, poſſibly wiſſt me. I know I m 
blind infatuated monſter-: What can w; 
ridding me of ſuch a peſt; Oh that you's; 
had taken her before I was ſo curſt a tc 
ſee her face! If you had, T ſhould"not: - . 
now be the -undone wretch I am! 5 
1 a om dome Wes TY | 
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vour to tell my wife and lady Bidulph, 
how contrite I am (and he laid his hand 
on his breaſt): while IJ had any thing 
to offer. her beſides repe „I could 
have thrown myſelf at her feet for par- 
don, and conjured her to haue raturned 
to my boſom, and to her on deſerted 
houſe, from whence: my madneſs. drove 
her; but I have now no houſe, to bring 
WET: a do not dete, even to ſee har |; 
60 . His Rope, was 0 veigmenz. that. 
really feared the agitations of his mind 7 
might diſorder his brain. My lord told T 
him he was too deſponding, and ſaid, he | 
hoped all might be yet zetrieved,... He 
then enquired: into the particular fituation ; 
of his affairs, which are, I am grieved to 
ſay it, very bad indeed. We were, told, 
when we were in Kent, that a part of 5 
South-Park was mortgaged, but did not 
believe it, as we knew. it was ſettled on 
vou. Upon being aſked, Mr. Arnold 
| himſelf acknowleged it, confeſſing at the 
ſame time, that he had been prevailed on 
| ee dee Mrs. Ger- 


9 


ſides this mortgage, chat, wit 
of his ſuit, he owes near ſeven thouſand 


wi Sidney: Biddlph. 121 
rardets brother out of gaol, and 575 


* the other villainous rover who had 


tranſacted the affair for hin. I find, be- 
th the coſts 


pounds; te anſwer which, he ſays, he'i is 
not worth ſix-pence, his plate and the 
furniture of his ere in town ns TR 
Ge ger je Wat SA; 30 
Though I _ ſhed many tears, „killt 
Lady V— was deſcribing Mr. Arnold's 


f dehaviour at che beginning of her dif- 
edurſe, 1 heard this latter part of her ac- 
_ count with a cotnpoſed attention.” 


Lady V took me by the hand: Tam 
borry, dear Mrs. Arnold, ſaid The, that I 
am obliged to repeat ſuch uncomfortable 
tidings to you, but you muſt” know all, 
ſoon or late, and it as well now as here- 
after. I am ſure your patient temper and 


good ſenſe will enable * to bear up a- 
4 misforumes. bis e e e 


4 Tore: then 1 proceeded o aſk" Mr. 
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My lord, anſwered your huſband, from 
7 the moment 1 heard of Mrs. Gerrarde- 8 
clopement, J flattered myſelf with the 
© hopes of being reſtored to my ſenſes, and 
my peace, by a reunion with my wife; 
for own to you, her innocence from that 
very time became evident to me, and it 
Vas mere ſhame that prevented me from 
making my application to lady Bidulpb, 
for the purpoſe of a reconciliation, The 
receipt of Mrs. Gerrarde's letter whether 


the wretch has really felt compunction, or 
Whether her cruelty to me, in order to 
make me more unhappy, has drawn it 

3 trom' her I know not) the receipt of that 
bs letter, 1 f, wherein 'Mrs. Arnold's in- 
nocence is ſo entirely cleared, convinced 
me, I ought not to delay making my wife 
all the reparation in my power. Though 


I was ſhocked to think how much 1 had 
© fooliſhly ſquandered away, I was ſtill in poſ- 
- ſeſſion of an eſtate of nine hundred pounds 


2 a year 3 for though it was then in litigation, 


my lawyers amufed me to the laſt; | with 


© belief that I ſhould carry my ſuit; and 
” notwithſtanding that the pay ment of my 


- debts: 


2 
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debts. would leſſen it, I knew;,1 with ; one of 
er contented and gentle ſpirit, it w 17 95 
be ſufficient to maße us happy, and 
; Jointure. (which T _hope d. ſoon to. r 
added to it, would enable us to. fit down 
in the country, in. tolerab le. afflue; ENCE, and 
"1 had come to a reſolution 5 > make 3 it the 
ſtudy of my. life to Ka | s. Arnold 
happy. I know th e is n ad mahle Sco- 
nomiſt; I reſolyed t: to dee her, ang 1 
_ hoped in time to retrieve. our circum- 
ſtances. Theſe were my ſentiments, my 
lord, when T wrote to. vou, to beg that 
you and my Jady would, come to town. 
Ion I had not courage enough to make 
any efforts towards the ſo much wiſhed- 
for reunion, without the interpo ion of 
friends, whoſe good | hearty] knew would 
+ rejoice, could their endeavours bring. a 
About, and whoſe. influence over N 
Arnold 1 was certain would make | 7 
accompliſhment eaſy... Do, me the} julti ice, 
my lord, to believe, that if I. had. not 
thought it in my power, to have made 
Mrs. Arnold amends for the } injuries I have 


2 = done her, this. hand mould have been 


A 
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oner employed t to ſend apitel bullet thro? 
55 y head, than to Have endeavoured to 
Pracure your mediation in the affair. 
But as things have turned out, 1 would 
not for. i earthly globe involbe her in 
wy ruin; nor ſhall her family have it to 
I four tht their friendſhip when I was 
e of every other hope. 
As to that point, anſwered my WI 
I can bear vou witneſs, that your firſt 
overture to me, in order to bring about 
a reconciliation, arrived before there was 
any likelihood of your ſtanding in need of 
alliance, either from your wife's friends 
or your own; for I believe they all, as 
84 yourſelf, were pretty ſure of your 
1 ſuit, which, if you had done, 
our A airs might, with a little care, have 
55 been, in a great meaſure, retrieved, 
Theor, if they ſhould attempt to make 
ungenerous charge you apprehend, I 
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can confute it, and will to all the world; 
and for the reſt, we mult | manage as vell 
as ve can. | : 
" My lord then propoſed backs method 
to make his affairs a little, more easy z as 
I 7 ” 


my . oh . 
Id ry * — 
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1 Miſe Suney Bidulph. .. 22 
Lan ſure his friendſhip for Nur. Arnold 
and you. will. make kim bern, Ja 
xcle..them.40 the: beſt of his power. 
My lady V politeneſs and generoſity 
would not ſuffer her to mention tlie par- 
ticulars of the methods propoled z but I 
have reaſon to believe, my good lord N 
will intereſt bimſelf rather farther than E 
. FFF 30 : nan 
When my lord and Mr. Arnold; . 
e had talked over theſe matters 
for ſome time, in white my lord had 
much ado to get the bettet of Mr. 
Arnold's, obſtinacy, he told Mm, chat 1 
ſhould undertake to explain is fitüs 
tion to you and lady ih at he 
made no doubt of your ten 3 in fer. 
getting all that was adp 48d being wal. | 


ling to embrace his fortunes, let them be 


what they would; for, ſuid he, I am ſure 
Mrs. Arnold will think herſelf happier: 
with you, on three hundred pounds d. 
year, than ſhe would * 'twice'fo many 


| thouſands without you. teck als 


Oh! madam, ſaid I, interopring hers, 


wy lor bas read ty very heart. 


4 
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My lady \ ſenile and went on. 20 
Biduiph, ſaid my lord, is ſo good a wo- 
man, that as ſſie muſt look on you in the 
light of à repenting ſinner, you may be 
aſſured of her pardon and favour. That 
de may reſt fatisfied of, anſwered my mo- 

ther. My income is not conſiderable, 


and 1 have never been able to lay any 
thing by; but if Mr. Arnold can be ex- 


tricated from his preſent difficulties, ſo 
as to be able to retire; quietly into the 
country, I will ſhare that little with him. 
My lady V—'s$ eyes moiſtened, mine 
were quite ſuffuſed. I aſſure you, ſaid 
lady Vit was not without abundance 
| zaments uſed by my lord, and down- 
4 -rigds quarrelling on my ſide, that Mr. 
BY Arnold could be prevailed on to conſent 
W that any other application ſhould be made 
Þ/ on his part, than that of acquainting you 
i with his penitence, and communicating 
LY | his reſolution, together with his e 
14 for it, of never ſeeing you more. 15 
190 He ts Sir George Bidulph never | e 
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| riend ; and, as he ſuppoſes him 
: = more now ee den ever, the won 
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my mother had ſpoke 10 fwely ef Sir 
George, to one who was an entire dan Ee 4 


Ms Sid Bidulph. % 
de forry- to be unc ned obligations . 
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255 Myemethere who: never couceals, ber 
thoughts, anſwered directi) 


of that he- 
ieve he need not be aphrehenſſyes Sir 
George is not very liberal; he would 
have perſuaded his ſiſter againſt returning 
to her huſband, and I am ſure will not be 
villing to contribute towards making their 
"reunion happy. Beſides, as he is now go- 
ing to be married, he troubles rene 
with little elſe than his intended bride. 
Lady V= ſeemed ſhockedy/ÞwaSforry 


ger both to him and her; but h i 
good, that even her errors proceed from 
virtue. r "SOL e e 
Wel, eee we have now ſe 
our eyes towards hs ori view. 
een mean to do, Mrs, Arnold? 
Mean, ' madam, faid 11 To go Ae, 
1 my hufbang;-<* = LOTT 
Well, well, replied: the; cling 2 thieþ 
Ploppole . but how do you purpol 
tle your little houſhold matters ? | 
L „ I think | 


L 7 


ke * Mor AG af 6.1 A. 
01 Ighigks bad my.mether, the AY 
you, can Th: 18, o 80 n —_— 
and po; — 1 my - 
lifes) they go to your brother afterwards. 
Send for your two children and honeſt 
artha; diſpoſe of your houſe in town, 
and all your effects here, a8 well as at 
South- park and in Eſſex —— let the: pro- 
duce be applied to the payment of debts, 
as far as it will go. You will then have 
your jointure to receive, to which I will 
add two hundred pounds a year, which 
Will enable you, by degrees, to pay off 
the reſt of your debts, and I do not ſee 
15 why van N 8 e «amlarully * 


N ay well, pry my. lags with 
Mr. Arnold*s good management; eſpe- 
cially. as they will not have the expence of 
mauſe-rent. I am ſure, my lord will wil- 
1 lingly undertake to manage Mr. Arnold's 
mY affairs in town for him, and I would have 
wy you both get into hn en as faſt 2s 

| YOu, ca. 


al envi . your opinion, lady. 


Tat 1 5 


n _ 4 Pay 


V, ſaid my mother, { What, do you 
think, child? Drar madam; I think that + 
1 am the happieſt woman breathing Sf 
a parent as you; ſuch a friend as lady v 

and ſuch a huſband, as I pro 


iſe myſelf 
Mr. Arnold will prove How can 1e 
1erv ie than happy? I am ready to de, 


| ds joyfully, whatever yo direct. 
Dear lady V, oughit Hot A n 


Mr. Arnold immediately? 
Why, ſaid lady V, 1 — . 


you ſurprize him; he is to dine mitt ur 


chuſe ir, 3f £6 K 


— my good 


: will come to your houſe at ve © Jock. 


Well, ſaid ſhe, bring a! few ſpirit with 
you, and —— the eee e 
your too much. 9161 NEE 
Lady — 5 W aa 
aid ſhe ſhould hardly have time to dreſs 


before dinner. My mother and 1 ſpent 
the interval between that time and evemm 


ing, in talking of our future ſeheme ot 


ue Remember, my dear; ſaid ſhez the 
| 1 0 . 
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when 1 die, you loſe the bheſt part of your 
income, as my houſe, together with my 
9 30) t to Sir George; and you 
have no great rœaſon to expect that he 
will continue either to you; it therefore 
behoves you to uſe economy, as well for 
the ſake of ſaving a little, as to accuſtom 
urſelves to live; upon a little. I would 


| myſelf Accompany you down to the coun- 


try, but as my ſon's marriage is ſo near, 
he would have reaſon to take it amiſs of 


man and I know I ſhall have his 1 imperi- 


5 ROE you and your huſ- 
band ; but I ſhall make myſelf eaſy, by 


reſlecting that we have both ald 1 
8 as 


Tou never, my Ceeila, . 


| ſuch a ſituation as mine, and therefore 
can have no idea of what I felt, in ex- 

pectation of ſeeing the perſon, whoſe 3 
ſence I moſt ardently wiſhed for, and yet 


was afraid of the interview. My fears were 
not on my own account: conſcious as 1 
was of my innocence, I had no -appres 
n on that * - but Zane 


2 
. 


"oF 
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bear the thoughts of beholding poor M 
Arnold, in the ſtate of dumb m 

which 1 ſuppoſed 1 should find him. I 


-wiſhed the firſt encounter of 'our eyes 


over; and as the appointed hour ap- 
proached, my anxiety increa 
faint, and ſeized with univerſal trem 
My mother did all ſhe could to'encourage 
me, and a little before five O clock, I was 
Jeet a VIE Jew carried to lord 
ee houſe. ANT e n BCG, © 
My lady met me on the ſtairs; 1 end 
e She carried me intq her 
dreſſing- room, and made me ſit don 


till I recovered a little; ſhe was affected 


rits. I wiſh, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling; you had 


been in my lord's hands, he would have 


has for this meeting; 25 he has been trying 
to make Mr. Arnold dr in order to 
give him courage, he ſays, to face you. 
Poor man, he could ſcarcely credit me 
when I told him you were to come this 


evening. She propoſed. my taking a few 
Cops, which 1 * agreed: to; . 
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ee” lnck up 'my ſpirits, fad he would 
fend. Mr. Arnokt to me. 8 
* catched Tally v th: the band, 1 
degged BS would deſire him, from me, 
not to mention any thing that was paſt, 
but lt ödit meeting be, as if the ſepara· 
tion had 2. been Wenden, = ins. 

rep; 7 Z fi9 ot WT 
—- left me, and Mr. Kala in a few 
minutes entered the room . He approach- | 
ed me ſpeechleſs ; my arms were extended: 
to receive him) he fell into them; we nei- 
er of us ſpoke there was no language 
dux tears, which we both ſhed plentifully. 
Mf Artold ſobbed as 1 preſſed him to 
my boſom. © My deareſt Sidney, ſaid he, 
can it — — ** it 1 3 love me 
a? en e 9; 
7 a V ivered® my meſſage to 
. my dear Mr. j fare vou 
would not ſpeak rhus to nge... 
I underſtand you, ſaid he; Scan N 
dann, I never mine wealth or length 
— but ane 
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1 E 
another turn. My mother longs 0! ke. 


| dez When will you viſit her?? ee 


"I will throw, my{clf.at her fect, ſaid. he; 


1 want a. bleſſing; from her,,,and.Jhe has 
ſent me one, throwing, his arms again 


round, me, 


r. £447 cy 65 1 ** ik 


How much are we obliged wo, 


lord and lady. Yr, faid I. e 
Oh they have opened to me the path. : 
to. Heaven, he anſwered — if it had not 


been for them 1 think we had better 
go to them, faid 1, they will 


our happineſs. Kanten 


He took me by the, band without. an- 


ſwering, and led me — amian 8 


room. | 
1 have, my Giter, a 40 


collect our disjointed converſation, in or⸗ 5 


der to give it to you as well as I could. f 
All that I can remember I have ſet 3 


though I am ſure a . good. deal 1 jor 199 


ah he 


Lord V's eyes ſparkled. has he far. "3 
us enter together; but my lady and he. 
— 1 agreed before hand to fay _ 

| n 17 
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nothing that could recall any paſt griefs, 
for they only ſmiled at our entrance; and 


* 


my lord i 1, Arnold, vou xeally hand 


your lady in with as, gallant at air, as if 


vou were married within theſe three houts. 


And ſo I have been, my lord; anſwered 
Mr. Arnold. My lady prefently called 
for tea, and we chatted as if nothing had 


happened. The ſervants waiting in the 


room made this neceſſary; though I could 
obſerve the two footmen, who had lived 


a good while with lord V—, looked with 


no ſmall ame be Mr.  AnpulÞand 
” 3 WS z by 6s 


When 05 andre wines e, 
* lady introduced the ſubject of our 
going out of town. She had before ac- 
- quainted him with my mother's propoſal, 


and 1 repeated what ſhe had ſaid to me 
on that head, after lady V= had left us. 


My lord renewed the kind offers of his 
friendſhip, and ſaid, as we meant ſo 


ſhortly to part with our houſe in St. 
- James's-ſtreet,- that. he thought it would 


* 


be better for us not to go into it at all, 


but make uſe of his houſe while we ſtaid 
RD TD - 


- 


Miſe? : Sidney! Bidalph. 52 ah 5 
| in towmz as perhaps Mr. Arnold might N 
not like- to be at lady Bidulph's, on ac- 
count of Sir George's coming there. 
I readily aſſented to this e N Abd 
Mr. Arnold ſaid it would be moſt agree- 
able to him. I told him, however, I 
ſhould be glad of my mothers approba- 
: tion; and. aſked Mr. Arnold if he did 
not think it would be right of us both 
to wait on her together, to let her know 
of my lord's kind invitation. My lady 
V ſaid, by all means, and the ſooner 
the better: if you pleaſe, I will order 
the chariot; I would have you ſee lady 
Bidulph directly. Mr. Arnold ſaid, it | 
Was what he Papas "one dt | 7 
| 23 The ha ada hey Call | 
: lady V— ſaid, I have an apartment ready, 
and ſhall, with lady Bidulph's permiſſion, 
expect you back to- night. We promiſed 
to return, and drove to my mother ss. 
left Mr. Arnold in the parlour, 
-whilſh1 ran up ſtairs to infa Hor a his. 
being come to wait on her. 9 
eee a5 well 49 unexpoltdyy 1 1 
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236 Mr Meine, 
found my brother with her. I judged by 
his voice, as I came up ſtairs, that he was 
talking warmly to my mother; he ſtopped, 


however, when I came into the room. 


his arm. I concluded he was going, and 
was not ſorry for it; he caſt a cold look 
at me, and, with an ironical ſmile, I 


wiſh! you joy Mrs. Ampld, and he pro- 


nounced my name with an ephaſis. Tho? 
IL was ſtung. at his manner, I would not 
let him ſee it. Thank 202 brother, ſaid 

I God be praiſed. I ha to rejoice. 
Oh! no doubt ont, faid he, ſo have we 
all, that your -buſhand has. been graci- 


ouſly pleaſed, after beggaring you and 
your children, turning you — 


and branding you wich infamy, to receive | 
you at laſt into his favour.. 


Sir George, ſaid I. you Wock me ex- 


ly 2. where- is the need of - thoſe 


WS : repetitions 2. Indeed you are very 
Me. a * could not refrain lde 
_ KS Men at SLE r 83-4 * 


The err ee Mr. Arr | 


akt's:cons 


>, has been, laid my mother, the more 


tba cauſe | 


8 
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cauſe have we to rejoice" in his amend- 
ment. We muſt make allowanots' for 
human failing. 

Ay, madam, I'wilh Wn” kad ai 
of chat in Mr. Rn ee N my 
brother. * off . 5 590 

My mother eee at the | 

Fre Sir George looked: and ſmiled, 
with an air of Al natured triumph. A 
my mother was not quick in anßwering, 
1 replied; the caſrs are very different, 
brother; what duty obliges us to paſs by 
in a huſband; it is hardly moral not ce 
diſcountenance in another man. 
Tou ry true, child; faid wy mother; 
a woman certainly oughit not to Marfy a 
Jooſe man, if The knows him to be ſuch; 
but if it be her misfortune to be joined 
to ſuch a one, ſhe is not to reject him, 
but more eſpecially if ſhe ſees himwilling to 
reform. Where is your huſband my dear? 
Madam, de is below in the parlour he is 
come to receive your forgiveneſs, and 
your bleſſing.” He ſhall have both, ſaid 
my good mother, and my prayers tos. | 
Ss George looked a little * "of | 


ty | | | ol 


1 a ' 
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will- not interrupt ſo pious A ceremony, — 
ſaid he, but I hope you wil! give me 
leave to withdraw before you deſire him 
up ſtairs; ſaying. this, he bowed- lightly 
to my mother, and left the room: we 
neither of us ſaid any thing to ſtop him; 
my mother rang the bell, but before a 
ſervant could attend, he went out, and 
clapped the door violently after him. 

Go bring your huſhand up to me] ſaid 
my mother. I. begged the would not 
mention any ching of Sir George's beha- 
viour. I found Mr. Arnold impatient at 
my ſtay. Poor man, his ſituation made 
him jealous of every thing that looked like 
been above ſtairs, and as I did not think 
a meeting would at that time have been 
agreeable to either of them, I waited till 
he was gone. I perceive. he knew I was 
in the houſe, ſaid Mr. Arnold, by the 
bluſtering manner of his departure. 1 
made no reply; mee the 
arm, led him to my mother. 61 - 

That beſt of women een with 


a tenderneſs. that delighted me; be pur Wo 
| 442 EE = 
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one knee to the ground while N. em- 
braced him with maternal love, then 
raiſed him, and taking his hand and mine, 

Joined: them, holding them between her 

God bleſs you my C dre n, ſaid 

the, acid may you never more be ſeparated, 

till God, who joined you, calls one or 

g other of you to himſelf. Amen, cried 1 

| fervently; Amen, repeated Mr. Arnold. 
He then beſought my mother to for- 

| give, Biggs for Fl the ler he . N 

for me, were augmented a hundred-fold. 

and ſhould for anal ore? influerice” his 
whole conduct. eie eee, -1"10 
After this, we fell on Ab wbzec of our 

domeſtick affairs: we informed my mo- 
ther of my lord Vs propoſal, and ſaid, © 

as we ſhould ſtay in town but two orthree 

days, we had accepted of the offer of being 

at his houſe, rather than by out preſence. 5 

—_ my brother from herrs. 

He is an untractable man, ſaid ſhe; but 

2 1 do not wiſh to quarrel with my chill. 

* 1 think- it will be- prudet for u 

1 1 
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v0 ſtay at my lord's rather than here, 
Nr. Arnold ſaid his obligations to lord 
V were unſpeakable; for that he had 
Pee not only to ſee alle our affairs | pro- 
© perly ſettled, but to take the mortgage of 
South-Park into his own hands, as he 
fears che perſon who now has it will not 
| be tender a creditor as himſelf, He 
Allo propoſes (45 the ſale of my effects 
©” cannot amount to what my debts come to) 
© 6 pay what may be deficient, and make 
Himſelf my Tole creditor. If it had not 
Veen for ſuch a proſpect as this, added my 
dear Mr. Arnold, notwithſtanding * your 
Sennen and lady Bidulph's, 1 had re- 
ſolved never to have appeared” before 
either of you. © ©” 

We Ahnmwited to for out for Si dney- 
cCaſtle in three or four days at fartheſt ; | 
and took” leave of my 1 mothe; 
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F 4 told lady v this 
morning, chat though I Was determined 
never to mention our paſt misfortune to 
Mr. — yet 1 owned 1 had a great 
T9” curioſity 


Fe ba "a 
* * of 


from Mr. Arne 
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- curioſity to know what means Mira. Ger- 
rarde had made uſe of, to work up. bis 


| ſuſpicions to the high pitch ſhe had 4 | 


but I would rather remain unſatisfied, 
than mottify him by * e of 


this particular. . 42h li 
1 can inform you of 1 e bee 


ceedings, anſwered lady V—,, as 150 i it 
d himfelf 3 for to tell vou 


the truth, I was as curious about that as 
you, and took the liberty to! aſk your 
- huſband concerning it yeſterday, when ver 
had him to ourſelves. It was the inter- 
val between dinner, and the hour that you 
were expected here in the evening, chat 
1 laid hold of for this purpoſe, as I found 


him then compoſed enough to > bear the 


enquiry. 


He told me, that from e time of his | 


going down to South: Park, Mrs. Ger- 
rarde had begun to throw out inſinua- 
tions concerning you, that had a' little 


alarmed him. She: aſked. him, Whether 


vou made a good wife? which he anſwer- 


ing in the afficative, ſhe replied, ſhe was 5 


0% of it; for that ſhe had. been told your 
Vor. 1 8 2 
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. affetios were formerly deeply engaged 
10 a wery ſine young gentleman, who, as 


this! ebe Ss _—_ much above . 


— for him en, lead ea 


into ſome act of indiſcretion, had carried 
you out of town on purpoſe to avoid him; 


and was glad to marry you as haſtily 


—— e your mne 1 
of harm. en | 


Tour huſband: aching PIP 


| believes he bad himſelf caſually in. 
formed Mrs. Gerrarde of the manner of 


+. 


Kis firſt becoming acquainted with you, 


and the ſuddenfieſs with which his marri- 


age was concluded; yet ſhe pretended to 
he was before e of theſe 
eee 

He owns chat thoſe hints, 180 far 
Fol giving him any ſuſpicion of your 
virtue, pad neverthelefs made ſome im- 
preſſion on him. Tou know, Madam, 
Added he, that, madly devoted as my af - 
fections were to Mrs, Gerrarde, I had al- 


5 ways behaved to my wife with great ten- 


"Was 


derneſs * "OE" 1 e * 
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vas which raiſed Mrs. Gerrarde's jealouſy, 
and made her leave no method unattempt . 
ed to part us. Mr. 'Faulkland had not 
been long at V hall, when ſhe aſked 
me, with. uncommon earneſtneſs, whether 
he viſited at my;houfe; I told her he did 
not, and aſked the meaning of her en- 
ſaid; ſhe had no particular reaſon for her 
queſtion; but her manner was ſuch; as 
the more excited my curioſity. At length 
ſhe was pre vailed on to tell me, that Mr. 
Faulkland was the man (for. ſhe had not 
before named the perſon), whom my wife 
had ſo paſſionately loved. Prepoſſeſſed 
as I was wich jealouſy; I now toolt the 
alarm. I recollected that Mis. Arnold 
nad told me at iord Vs, upon my firſt 
ſeeing him there, that ſhe had been very 
well acquainted with him; and I even 
thought chat 1 had obſerved ſomething __ 
particular in his countenance when he af | 
Areſſed her. I was now ſure that he had 
come into the neighbourhood merely on 
ber account. The hell that I ſuffered is 
not to be deſeribed; for though I really 
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fancied that I had conceived almoſt an aver- 
ſion to Mrs. Arnold, I yes could not bear 
the thoughts of being diſhonoured. An ac- 
cident happened which ſerved to ſtrengthen 
my ſuſpicions: he then related the cir. 
cumſtance of his ſeeing you at the public 
houſe on the night of the fire; and of his 
finding Mr. Faulkland putting you into 
your chariot: He owned at the ' fame 
time, that he was there with Mrs. Ger- 


rarde, whom he had conducted out of the 


play-houſe, having called for her there in 


his return from making a viſit, as he had 


promiſed to ſup with her that night. 
Mrs. Gerrarde, when ſhe had him at her 
houſe, affected to ſpeak with ſome ſur- 


prize of your imprudence, in ſuffering a 


young man of Mr. Faulkland's | known 
turn for galiantry, to attend you to ſucbh a 


2 Place, and at that hour. Though, added 
he, Mrs. Arnold's own account of this 
had ſatisfied me at the time, yet Mrs. 
Gerrarde's inſinuations blew up the fire 
anew in my breaſt. She pretended to 
ſooth me; but the methods ſhe took 
rather increaſed wy PRIOR, She told 


me, 


- 


7 
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me, ſhe believed my honour as yet had 
e. no injury; and to preferve "of 
effectually, ſhe thought I could not do 
better than to forbid my wife to ſee Mr. 


Faulkland. The deſigning vile woman, 


continued your huſband, knowing that this 
prohibition would cut off her viſits at 
Vall, no doubt apprehended my wife 
would. not ſo . readily: acquieſce under 


it and ſhe was ſure any reſiſtance on her 


part would but the more inflame me. 
But in this ſhe was diſappointed; for I no 


| ſooner required Mrs: Arnold's. promiſe on 


the occaſion, than ſhe, without the leaſt 
heſitation, made it. My requiring ſo 
extraordinary a proof of her obedience, 


induced Mrs. Arnold to enquire into the 


cauſe; and upon my explaining it, ſhe 
acknowleged that Mr, Faulkland had 


once been her lover, and that the match 


was broken off by her mother, who had 


conceived ſome diſlike to him. This was 


ſo far from gaining credit with me, that 
it only. ſerved to corroborate what Mrs: 


| Gerrarde had told me. I was, however; 


A_ forthe: 8 with hy pro- 
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miſe that my wife had made me en 
N informed Mrs. Gerrarde ee 
He then proceeded to tell me aft his 
findi ng you and Mr. Faulkland together one 
evening at the houſe of Mrs: Gerrarde. I 
muſt confeſs, continued he, this unexpected 
incident tranſported me beyond the bounds 
of patience: I ſuffered, notwithſtanding, 
Mr. Faulkland to go quietly out of the 
houſe, more for Mrs. Gerrarde's ſake 
than any other conſideration, and per- 
mitted her to go home with my wife (who 
I then thought pretended illneſs), waiting 
in the mean time at her houſe for her re- 
turn, in order to have this extraordinary 
and unexpected meeting explained. 
Mrs. Gerrarde, on her return expraſſed 
the utmoſt concern and reſentment on 
the occaſion. She told me, that as ſhe 
had expected me that evening (which 
Was really the cafe), ſne had ſent to my 
wife to engage ber for the next day, in 
order to prevent her coming to interrupt 
us, which was not unlikely, as Mrs. Ar- 
nold had not been to ſee her from the 
time ſhe was laid up by the hurt ſhe re- 
_ ceived; and ſhe ſaid, ſhe did not care to 
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lay herſelf ſo open to her. ſeruants ag to 
have herſelf denied to the wife, whilſt ſtre 
entertained the KRuſtzad. 79 
I myſelf; continued he, eving the 
ſame apprehenſions, had aſtaed Mrs. Ar- 
nold, on my going abroad ic che merning, 
how the purpoſed to diſpoſe of herſelt for 
che day; and ſhe bad told me ſhe intend 
& to ſtay at home. Mis. Gerrarde _ 
that —— her meſſage, mme 
was ſurprized with a viſi from Mrs, Ar- 
ally; but in order to get vit of her ſoun, 
told her, ſhe: mas engaged abroad in the- 
1 Mrs. Arnold, ſhe added, 
however thought Proper to ſtay, abd 1˙ 
could not avoid aſking her to drink coffee. 
While we were at it, beholdz-to/niy- 
very great furprize, Mr. Faulkkind ſett 
in his ere mes immediately entered the” 
nen 65 311 e * aa vv 
As I 4 Wills Mrs. Gerrarde, L 
chat this was a ſettled aſſignation, 10055 


I was extremely provoked« at it. Mr;  * 


Faulkland, with whom 1 rmx hid * 
| M4 8 
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very ſlight acquaintance at Bath, /o ſlight 
indeed as never to be viſited by him, now | 
very audaciouſly made an apology for not 
having waited on me ſooner; but ſaid, 
that het did not hear of my being in the 
neighbourhood, till a day or two before, 
2 — e him the honour 
5 — to make im 8 
civil anſwer 3 but ſaid, I was ſorry 1 Was 
engaged that evening, and muſt be obliged 

to go out immediately. I thought this 
hint was enough for Mrs. Arnold; and 
chat dhe would _ my * Alerenon 


Fe — me eee, 5 long, 
proteſting ſhe had really forgot that I 
might not detain me any longer, ſaving,- 
ſhocked R der cena, goes four 
well, and therefore not able to walk home. 

I now ſaw. into the whole ſcheme ; Mr. 

| Faulkland would naturally ſtay. to keep 
her company, and they would have my 


| houſe.to ther nelves; . . reſolved _ * 
We - 6 diſap- 


* 8 Biddlph. 
iſappoint them both and telling Mrs. 
Fra 1 would leave her at home, or- 
dered the chariot to the door. Mrs. Ar- 
nold oppoſed this, under pretenee of not 
giving me ſo. much trouble, and pretend 
ing to be ſick and faint; ſaid, ſhe would 
ſtep to the door, in order to get a little 
more air; I followed her haſtily, and 
your coming in the inſtant, I ſuppoſe,” 
detained Mr. Faulkland in the parlour, 
for he could not but ſee you from the 
window. You! know the reſt, added 
Mrs. Gerrarde; and I leave you to judge, 
whether Mrs. Arnold be inclined to keep 
her word W yous- in a to . 
Faulkland. EL 266-6 | 
Can you * me, N 18 
ceeded your huſband, if, after what I-now- 
ſaw and heard, I was enraged- almoſt | o 
madneſs againſt my wife? The baſe wo- 
man, who had now accompliſhed | ber 
wicked purpoſe, encouraged me in my 
deſperation. In the midſt of my fury, 
however, I could not help making one 
obſervation, which was, that as Mrs. 
Gerrarde's going, or pretending. to go out 
chat evening. was a caſual thing, ther 
n . could 


win 


12 
2 * 


"x . * 
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.could hardly have expected an opportu- 
nity of being alone" at her houſe, even 
though the meeting was concerted; Mrs, 


Gerrarde anſwered, That was very true; 


and ſhe ſuppoſec there was nothing at 
firſt farther intended, than chat the lovers 
ſhould” have the "pleaſure of ſeeing and 
converſing together, as they had been ſo 
long ſeparated; the other, to be ſure, ſaid 
the; was an after- thought, which the op- 
Portunity ſuggeſted. She then; after mak- 


ing me ſwear ſecrecy, told me, that Mrs. 


Arnold had, when fhe followed her out to 
the door, conjured her not to tell me that 
Mr. Faulkland and fhe (Mr Gerrarde) were 
acquainted ; for, faid the, as Mr. Arnold 
is of a jeatous temper, and has hear#that 
Mr. Faufkfand formerly courted me, he 


would not ſuffer me to come near your 


| hovſe, if he knew that Mr. Faulkland 
- viſited you. 1 . her I would not, 
added Mrs. Ger 


1 ar de; We 2 1 In al e * n 0 i 


doubt but that ſhe hope in time (relying 


on my good nature, my ſeeming fondneſs 


for her, and the-cafinefs of my tempery. 


to engage me as the mne 
. en 79 "Keds 


"44 
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Miß Sidney Bidblph. 251. 
that ſhe believed nothing criminal had as 
yet paſſed between Mr. Faulkland and my 
wife, at leaſt ſince his coming to V—hall; 
but as there was no-with-holding a woman | 
from her will, it was very prubable that 
Mrs. Arnold would contrive the mean, 
meeting, though not at ber houſe, yet 
ſomewhere elſe. I taved, threatened, 
talked of fighting Fe nd, and locking 
up my wife. She artfully diſſuaded 
me from ſuch violent meaſures by a 
number of arguments, Which I Wild 
not trouble you with repeating: Amongſt 
other things, ſhe ſaid, that Ilha no rigiit 
to call Faulkland to an acedunt merely 
ground my charge on; and though there 
was the ſtrongeſt reaſon. to believe he had 
diſhonourable deſigns on Mrs. Arnold, 
yet as I could not directly 7accuſe/ him of 
Wann ſhould be laughed at for engaging 
in a quarrel, which to the wond would 
appear to be ſo ill: grounded. As to- un 
I threatened in regard to my wife, the 


: Wide "_— nn,. 207 0008 2 Woman 
| . 
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ate he ande e prevent- 


ing the evil; in ſhort, chat it would = | 


better to part quietly, without embroiling 


myſelf witk her friends, or undertaking 
the hateful office of becoming gaoler to my 


to follow her fatal counſel; I wrote that 

cruel letter to my wife, which turned her- 
from her home, at Mrs. Gerrarde's houſe, 
She Rept me with her till midnight, and 


had worked up my reſentment to ſuch a 


pitch, that I determined not to ſee Mrs. 


tions, I went to a friend's houſe, at the 

_ Giffance-of' ſeveral miles. When I came, 
Mek Mrs. Gerrarde told me that Mr. 

Faulkland was abſent from V hall, and 

mne concluded che 1 now *. 


of the « tory pinſuet Lady V—, nad told. 
Rad donero Sidney-Caftle,0o ſeeSirGeorge 
| Bidulph; before you left your own houſe z 
and did not ſet out from thence on his res 
turn a about three weeks after your 


f e 5 f 9 +> _ ſeparation 
. * N þ 8 * N 
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Arnold any more. To avoid expoſtula- 
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on eee ot; which he. 


Dear Lady Vo ſaid be, do you $a Rug |; 
I 16. want any farther arguments to con: 
vince me what an ee eee 12 


5 * af 


oy 3 * 


been to tlie beſt of women 


I have one obſervation to aha you, .. 
Mr. Arnold, added I; which is, chat pour, 0 
lady's mis fortune was ĩntirely en ben. a 


great delicacy, and the nice r 


to your peace and honour. Ai 53. 18 2 


vl. 11 


I do not underſtand _ Madam, he. 


replie . i 


A 


Know then, ſaid I, ae n —— was; 


well acquainted with your connection 
Mrs: Gerrarde, from the very night that 
you found her at the public houſe, to 

which the accident that happened to her 


2 


obliged her to go. She owned to me, at 
the time you drove her from her home, 


that ſhe had diſcovered. your amour from 


à converſation ſhe- overheard that night, 
* 


between you and Mrs. Gerrarde. 


I extorted from her, by letting her know 
L was no ſtranger to the intrigue. I then 
ee to ä diſcourſe. that paſſed 


between 


4 


5 Avene 0 


between Nin and cho wicked Woman, 2 
far as you had told me, and he very well 
remembered it. Now, Mr. Arnold, ſaid 
I, to prove the aſſertion I made in regard 
to your lady, had ſhe reproached you 
with your infidelity, as ſome wives would 
a temporary uneaſineſs to you both, yet 
would it have prevented her from falling a 
ſacrifice to that moſt artful and wicked of 
her ſex; for you could not then have had 
ſuch an improbable falſhood impoſed on 
you, as that Mrs. Arnold would have made 
choice of the miſtreſs of her huſband for 
a confidant, ; and fix on ber houſe. as the 
rendezvous for a love · intrigue. The baſe 
woman, herſclf had no reaſon, from Mrs. 
Arnold's prudent and gentle Baie, 
to think ſhe was ſuſpected by her. b 

Tour huſband lifted up eee — 
| ven! ; and ftriking his breaſt, Blind, blind 
| wreich, he cried li fatuated, ungrateful | 
monſter} are there no amends —— no 
amends. in thy power for ſuch; goodneſs ? 

I could not bear ſuch a deſcription ad. 
my poor Mr. Arnold's <p. contri 


1 0 
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Lula Liddy Md nd, bag now in · 
a formed of all 5 to en ee 
the: converſation... 


PG&E; AS CH 4 | 1 
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into the country with all ſpeed. © I have 


writ. to Patty to ſet out with the two chil- 
dren for Sidney-Caftle as foon as poſſible. 
Mr. Arnold has put his affairs intirely into 
the hands of our worthy friend Lord V, 


and we think, upon a calculation, that what; 


we have in town, at South- Park, and at 
Arnald-Abbeys will go near to anſwer the. 
dn demands that are upon us. 


: 7 1 
ien, 
3 


Lady N. Sho beſt creature living: 
the knows that neither Mr, Arnold.nor I. 


| chuſe to ſee any viſitors, and ſhe. has let; 
in none theſe two; days. I am vexed at 


laying her undet ſuch a reſtraint, though, 


her good- nature ill not ſuffer her to think 
it one. We ſhall go out of town on 
Monday to-mofrow we ſpend with my 
mother, as do Lord and Lady V— (ho 


adieu to — 2 for ever. x. 
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are mightily charmed with her), and then 


1 b 
. 
1 
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tends to Fa, 1 ſhall. have r e tempration 
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ever d return to it. 1 5 mr 
75 3 8 me "Sing coll. December 2 
Here am I, my dear, in the houſe of, 
my nativity, Tour Sidney and her Ar- 
nold as happy as a king and a queen! or, 
to ſpeak more properly. happier than any 
king or queen in chriſtendom. My two 
dear little girls are well, thank God! and 
look charmingly. Poor babes! they could 
have no idea of their loſs when I left them, 
yet they now ſeem pleaſed at ſeeing me 
again. My faithful Patty is almoſt out 
of her wits with joy. I have no maid 


= but her, and an honeſt ſervant, whom my 


mother left here to look after her houſe. 
Mr. Arnold has retained but one of his 


men: the garden, is taken care of by an 
old man in the neighbourhood, to whom 


my n keeping 
it in order. > 1 


With wir delight ho I recall FRO E 


of my childhood, which I paſſed here ſo 


happily ! You, my dear Cecilia, mix your 
ſelf in all my thoughts; every ſpot almoſt 
1 r 1 E 


+. 


. iſ Sidney Bi TY "of 37 
little filbert- wood, the ſum mer-hou ſe, the 


mount, and the cheſnut- cloſe that yu 
uſed to 10e fo I but the fight of your old 


dwelling makes me melancholy.” 1 think | 
I could not bear to go inte the houſe ;" che 
deſerted avenue to me appears much darker 
than it uſed to do; and your poor doves 
are all flying about Wild, and I think ſeem | 
to mourti the abſence of cher gentle mif- 
tres. Oh! Cecilia, how exquiſite ate the 
pleaſures and the pains that thoſe” of too 
nice feelings are liable to! You, whoſe 
ſenſibility is as ſtrong as mine, know this. 
From what trifles do minds of ſuch a turn * 
derive both joy and grief! Our names, 
our virgin names, I find cut out on ſeve- 
ral of the old elm trees: this conjures up 
a thouſand pleaſing ideas, and brings back 8 
thoſe days when we were inſeperable. Bur 
you are no longer Rivers, nor 1 Bidulph. 
Then I think what 1 have ſuffered fince ® 
loſt that name; and at how remote a diſ- 
tance you are from me; and I'weep like a 
child But away with ſuch refſections: 
m now happier, beyond compariſon hap- 
= 1 — Twas Wan Ne 
flictions 
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fliftions overtook me. Mr. Arnold's: re 


covered. heart I prize infinitely. more than 


E did. when he. firſt made me an offer of 
it; becauſe I am ſure he gives it now 


from a thorough conviction that I deſerve 


it, and therefore I am Certain. never to 


have it paced n. 


£ Ys - + 


ay 05 is almoſt: a years 


Side L left this place; and the welcomes 


affection which he ſees. me daily feceive 


Fhave received from all our old neigh. 
hours and acquaintance, have given me 
more ſatisfaction than I can expreſs. Mr. 
Arnold is highly pleaſed with the marka of 


from thoſe who have known me from my 


infancy. I am the more delighted with 


ir, as I think it gives me an additional 
value with him. Fis a proof at leaſt 
that I never miſbehaved during the long 
number of years that our former friends 


knew me, and we muſt needs be —— 


by others. This 1 ſpeak from my own 5 
experience. Mr. Arnold is exceedingly 


e the object of our love approvec 


_caxefled by all our friends, and ſeems 


- 


"4 l . | equally 


> 


equally. delighted. with: then: you know 
we haue ſome ot ; the beſt people: in the 
—— old fer of -acquaint- 
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If vou, my mother; and good 


—— ici mypireach, I ſhould 


enn a parad 


* T $f R 2. Ane 
e 10.—T have ene e 


Lady V tells me her 


in the beſt condition he can. She ſays; 
he has already got a purchaſer for the 
teaſe of our houſe in St. James“s. Street; 
and all the moveables in it, as they now 
ſtand. They have been valued at two 
thouſand ſeven hundred pounds. As moſt 
of our platens chere, as well as our cha- 
iiot and Soma bhorſes. this has vent 
v ſays, n ſure ee more 
allowed for the furniture than half their 


original value, though they have not been} | 


2 1 2 mag L 7 1 


day eee ee the other from 


Jen} be ee us, to-put-affaing | 


a great While in uſe; She tells me, that 


m lord has emplo) 
=; an- Aber to diſpoſe of the thing 


dl a perſon to go don 


„ Th!” i 7 there; ; 
_- : 6 3 5 | | 


my 
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there; an. ths fears we ſhall receive a 
very indifferent return from thence, as 
there is but part of the furniture of Mr. 
Arnold's putting in, the old goods going 
together with the houſe to the widow. 
My lord's ſteward at V—ghall has inſtrue 
tions about South- Park: he writes word 
to his lord, that he believes the whole of 
what is there will not ſell for more than 
four hundred pounds: the houſe. indeed. 
was but ſmall, and the furniture not ex - 


penſive. Mrs. Gerrarde, he ſays, has had 


an attachment laid on her houſe by a per : 
ſon who built ſome! bauble for her in her 
garden, for which he claims a debt of 
ninety pounds, though the ſteward ſays ĩt 
is not worth thirty. All things, hows 
« ever, my lady adds, ſhall. be adjuſted in 
the beſt manner we can; and my lord 
will not let Mr. Arnold be diſtreſſed on 
account of any deficiency that may hap- 
in thoſe . 2: Whats AP We 


3 The c contents of ebener, 5 
That Sir George was married yeſterday to 

> She ſays, the bride was 
: $27.9 ma 
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extravagantiy fine 4 but looked nei- 
ther hand ſome nor genteel. This was 
much for my good mother to let drop 
from her pen; bur I know ſlie never liked 
Lady Sarah, nor did her ladyſhip ever 
treat her with the regard due to her cha- 
racter, and to the perſon of one who was 
to ſtand in the cloſe and reſpectable degree 


of relationſhip to her, which my mother 


now does. But I believe I have before 
told you, tliat the bleſſings of good ſenſe 
and good temper are beſtowed but in a 
moderate degree on Lady Sarah; and for 
a woman of quality, Lady V tells me 
(for I have never ſeen her), that her bresd- 
ing is not of the higheſt form. But you 
know a great fortune covers a multitude 
of imperfections in the eyes of moſt peo- 
ple, and T hope her love for er n 
5 wy n ber a cat ae . 


0 ne 2 hn apm a ode 

eons wife, and have got à notable 
dairy : I am miſtreſs of three cows, I aſ- 
ſure you, which more than ſupply my fa- 
— e have the beſt poultry in che 


8 country, 
4 
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country, Fs my garden -flouriſhes like 
Eden. Mr. Arnold is ſuch a ſportſman 
that we have more game chan we know 
what to do with z but his chief vie 
is hunting. Wl Ie 

Tour Ralle e e aids the 
greateſt beauty in the county. Dolly, 
whois a pretty little -cherry-cheek, and 
her f. ather* 8 great favourite, prates like a 5 
parrot. How delightful will be the taſk 
of expanding and forming the minds af 
theſe two cherubs! how joyfully and how. 
thankfully do I look back on the troubled 
ſes which I have paſſed] My voyage in- 
deed was not long, but my ſufferings 
were great While they laſted. I never, 
ſince was married, enjoyed life till now. 
You knew my match was; originally the 
reſult of duty to the beſt of mothers; and 
though, if I ever knew my own heart, it 
was abſolutely freed from all attachment 
to any other perſon, yet was it not ſo de- 
voted to Mr, Arnold, as 20 have made 
bim my choioe preferably to all ocher men, 
if I had not reſolved in ne as in . : 
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by thoſe to whom I owed obedience. 


him; a ſufficient foundation, in the per- 
ſon of a huſband, whereon to build love. 
That love, his kindneſs, and my own 


gratitude, in a little time produced in my 


heart; and I will venture to ſay few wives 
loved ſo well, none better. Lou know 
I. could never bear to conſider love as a 


childiſh divinity, who exerciſes his power 


by throwing the heart into tumultuous 
raptures: my love, tho? of a more tempe-- 
rate kind, was ſufficiently fervent to make 
Mr. Arnold's coldneſs towards me alone 
capable of wounding my heart moſt ſenſi. 
bly; but when this coldneſs was aggra- 
vated by the cruel diſtruſt which he was 
taught to entertain of me, the blow in- 


| deed became ſcarce ſupportable; and 1 


_ id not till then knowthe progreſs he bus. 


f. e ny ect... 


 Sorrows,. my Cecilia, foften and! chaſes 


the mind prodigiouſly ; and I think my 


heart was better prepared from its ſuffer- 
ings to receive RE Sg = : —_— 
| SE the TIE 
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the gay 14 proſperous days of life could 
have framed it eo. I exult in his reſtored 
affections, and love him a thouſand times 
better than ever I did. He deſerves i it; I 
am ſure he does: he was led away from 
me by enchancment z nothing elſe could 
have done it. But the charm is broke, 
thank heaven! and I find him now the 
tendereſt, the beſt of men. Every look, . 
every word, every action of his life, is 

expreſſive: of à love next to adoration. 
Oh! 1 ſhould be too happy, if the bleſſ- 
ings I now poſſeſs were to be my continued 


Portion in this life | There is, however, 
but ove about which 1 can rationally in- 


dulge any fears My mother Her years, 
and her growing infirmities, will not ſuffer 
me to hope for her being long abſent from 
her final place of felicity. You always 
uſed to ſay I anticipated misfortunes : 
this event may be farther off than my an- 
-xious fears ſometimes ſuggeſt to me; | of 
no more of it. of 


- March AS 2050 Lady Vol writes 
PR word, that all our buſineſs is finiſhed. 


. | <A, 1 EN / 7 15 : 
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The 1 amount 8 our eff 
but to three thouſand four hundrec p 
our debts (including ſome charges winch 
haye e in the tranſacting of our 
affairs) exceeded eight thouſand. Our 
"worthy, Lord V—— has paid the whole, 
and has made himſelf. our only. e 
We have nothing now, that we can call 
our owns; but y, jointure. . I. do not 

reckon. upon my mother's. bounty to us ; ; 
our income from her, and the houſe we 
live 3 in, will be Sir George's, whenever it 
is our misfortune to loſe 17 77 But ſhe 
tells me ſhe is well, and e of, coming 
down. i in ene _— 


" arch J 61 am 3 a 3 of il 
| life, my dear; and you muſt. now expect 
to hear of nothing but ſuch trivial matters 
as uſed to be the ſubjects of our journals 
when we were both girls, and you lived 
within a bow-ſhot of Sidney-Caſtle, .and 
ſaw me every day. The laſt three months 
of my life have glided away like a ſmooth 
2 when there is not a breath of wind 
to ruffle it; and after you have read the 
* 1 II. | N tranſactions 


+ 
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ttanfactions of one ee you know: how 
if; all the reſt. r 
"ag have told ls: of every chsdy that 


came to fee me, and all the Viſits: that 1 


returned: I have given you an account 
of all our old acquaintance, and of ſome 
new ones. You” know what my amuſe- 
ments are, and what my buſineſs. In- 
deed, what T call buſineſs, is my chief 
pleaſure. You, who are ſurrounded by 
the gaieties of a ſplendid court, had need 
of the partiality which T know you have 
for your Sidney, to deſire a continuation 
of her infipid narrative. But, I ſuppoſe; 
if I were to tell you, that, on ſuch a day: 
my white Guiney-hen brought out a fine 


brood” of chickens, you might be as well 


pleaſed with it, as F ſhould be to hear from 
you of the birth of an arch- ducheſs. In- 
deed, my Cecilia, there is ſuch a fameneſs 
in my now tranquil days, chat I believe I 
muſt have recourſe to telling you my 
dreams, to > furniſh! out. matrer of AAS: 

"March 19. We 188 tad a wedding 


0-day in our eee Tong 


8 


Main (Pry $, rather has got 4 very 
pretty young gentlewoman, with a fortune 
i fiye thouſand. pounds. It ſeems, this 
pair had been, fand of each other from 
their childhood; but the gitl's fortune pur 
er. above her lover's hopes: howeyer, as. 
he, has, Ti a. good. while, been in very 
great, by 5 5 and has the reputation, of 
being better {killed in his profeſſion than 
any one in the country, he was in hopes, 
that his character, his, miſtreſs's, affection 
for him, and his on conſffancy, would 
have ſome little weight; with her orally. 
Accordingly he ventured to make b is ap: 
plication to the young woman 8. brother, p 
at whoſe diſpoſal ſhe was, her father hav- 
ing been dead for ſome years; but he was 
rejected with feorn, and forbid the houſe, 
The girl's father, it ſeems, had been an 
humourilt, and left her the fortune under 


a ſevere reltriction; 3 for, if ever ſhe mar- 


ried without her brother's conſent, ſhe was 

to loſe, it; ; 10 that, in, that particular in. 

ſtagce of diſpoſing of. her. perſon, ſhe was 
neger to · be. her own. miſtreſs, 7 In the dif- 2 
dal of her fortung, however, he. did not 

| M2. | 10 
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ſo tie _ ; for after the: age of one-and- 
twenty, The had the power of bequeathin 
her fortune by will to whom ſhe pleaſed. a} 
The brother, ho is a very honeſt fan, 
had no motive, but a regard to his fiſter's 
intereſt, in refuſing” poor Mr. Main: a 
man of 4 good fortune had propoſed for 
Her, whom the brother importuned her 
to accept of; but ſhe was firm He? firſt 
attachment, © ben ee 
4 The young lover found means to con- 
vey a letter to his miſtreſs, in which he 
told her, that as he was in circumſtances 
to ſupport her genteelly, if ſhe would 
venture to accept of his hand, he would 
e more beſtow a thou ght dh her for- 
This propoſal the "prodent young 
woman declined on her own part, but 
adviſed him £6 make it to her brother, as 
ſhe was. Hot then without ſuſpicions that 
he wiſhed to retain her fortune in the fa- 
wily; ; and that it was only to ſave appear- 
ances he had propoſed A match to her, of 
which. he was ſure ſhe would not accept. 
But in this opinion ſhe injured him. She 


thou ght, however, t the W might 
be 
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be of uſe, in giving the better colour to 
her marrying W the man whom 
the loved, off mort x 

But it was an ee attempt, "and 
ue accordingly.:, for, if the brother 
ſhould have given his conſent, he codld 
have no ian for e pf her — | 


v5 $i «*..4 


The young IPA not c 8 this 
Sallaiontly: reſolved to make the trial; 
accordingly. Mr. Main wrote to the drs 
ther a very. ſubmiſſive letter, telling bim 
he would, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
relinquiſh all elaim to his ſiſter's fortune, 
if he would make him happy by conſent- 
ing to their marriage; without which, he 
faid, the young lady's regard for her bro- 
ther would not ſuffer her” to hey ſoch e a 
ſtep 3 
This letter had no other effect thaik . 
of making the brother extremely angry. 
. He ſent a ſevere meſſage to the young 
i Md: to. dee him, that be looked 


ag NZ e . 
* - . 


4 
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upon iis propoſal. as 2 molt i injurious af- 
Front to his character; but that e was 
ready to convince him, and eyeryr body 
elle, that he had no deſigns upon his Gif 
ter's ene. as. be would pox refuſe bi 
conſent to her marriage with, any. other . 
man in the country but himſelf. This 
was a thunder clap to the Poor lover: he 
: comforted himſelf, however, wi th the hoj opes | 
that his miſtreſs's heart woulc 3 
her i in his favour, 8 5 ſe- 
verity of the brother.. or 1 
There had been, it "ſeems, belt es 
' gentleman” s not. thinking Main a fable 
match for his ſifter, ſome old family pique 
berween bim and Mr. Main's Bd iber 
. Theſe Fane, actions happe vp; et dfome timg 
before l came ic the. country. Juſt about 
that juncture, the poor girl had the miſs 
fortune 80 receive u hurt in her; breaſt, by 
falling againſt the ſharp corner of a delk 
from a ſtobl on which the had ſtood: in 
order to reach down a hook that was im a 
little caſe over it. This accident threw 
her into a fit of illneſs, which put a ſtop 
to all * between her and her 
Jover, | | | 3 


bet 
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In this illneſs, a fever, which was ker 
apparent complaint, Was the | only thing 
to which the phyſician paid attention, and 
the hurt in her breaſt was not enquired 
after; ſo that by the time ſhe was toler- 
ably recobered from the former, the lat- 
ter was diſcovered to be in a very danger- 
ous way, and required the immediate af- 
ſiſtance of a ſurgeon. Tou may be ſure 
poor Main was not the perſon pitched up. 
on to attend her; another was caltet"inl; 
of leſs Kill, but not 9 een to the 
12 6 EQ”: % % 200” 00 
By TE banker the was Grd for 
near three months; at the end of! whit 
time, through! im proper trcatthenti the 
malady was fo far inereafed; chat che 
operator declared the breaſt rnuſt be takei? 
off, as the only pofhible means of ſaving 
her life. een ue 
The young gentlewoman's fath ily were 
all in the greateſt afffictien; 
ſeemed the only compoſed — — amon 
tbew. She appointed the day when 
Was to undergo this ſevere trial of Her 
| 9 7 ; it was at the diſtance of about 
. a week, 


F 


. 1 1 orks N IG 


e cf 10 hoo, but the was | 
peremptory, and at laſt prevailed. * 
On the evening preceding the appoint 
ed day, the exmjuredils brother in the 
moſt earneſt manner, to permit Mr. Main 
to be preſent at the operation. The 
brother was -unwilling to comply, as he 
thought it might very much diſcompoſe 
her, but ſhe vas ſo extremely n 
that he was conſtrained to yield. 
The attending ſurgeon was conſulted 
on the occaſion; who having declared; 
that he had no Objection to Mr. Main's 
being preſent, that young man was ſent 
to. He had been quite inconſolable at 
the, accounts; he received, of the danger- 
ous ſtate in which his miſtreſs was, and 
| = with-an aching heart to her brother's 
houſe in the morning. 2 8 
He was ae iv FO hide 
where he found the whole chirurgical ap- 


paratus: ready. The young woman her- 
ſelf was in her cloſet, but came out in a 


few minutes, with a countenance perfect 
y ſerene. She ** N in an elbow 
N ue . chair 5 


Mi, Sid 
air, and de ed, ſhe might be indulged 


fox a quarter of an hour, to ſpeak. a few 
words to her brother, before they pro- 

ded. to their work, Her: brother was 
immediately; een 22 
m by the han ks ſted_ him to ſit 

down. by her. W ie 301 08536 e ch A 
Tou have, faid. the, ham 4 faber to 
me, lance; I loſt my own; I acknowlege 
your tenderneſs and your care of me wich 
gratitude. I believe your refuſal of m 
to Mr. Main, was from no other motive 
| but, your deſire; of ſeeing me matched to 
2 richer man, I therefore freely forgive 
you that only act, in which yen ever en. 
erciſed the authority my father gave yon 
over me. My life, I now apprehend, is : 
in imminent danger, the hazard nearly 
equal, whether 1 do, or do not undergo 
the operation; but as they tell me there 
is a chance in my favour on one ſides I 
ahr der mind to ſubmit to it. 
I pot it off to this day: on account of 
is being my birthday. I am now one 
and twenty, and as the conſequences of 
what I have . through, may. de 
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rive 


ho | —.— 9 5 


nl. Abc Brother, have 5 'forL 
tune 1 nee do poor felations ? hope; 
therefore; I Mail {act juſtiſſed tö the 
World, for- having made Mr. Main my 
heir. Saying this, ſhe pulled a paper from 
under her gown, which ſhe put into her 
Brothers Hand; that he might read it- 3 
Was her wil, wrote by herſelf, regularly) 

-Hgned,\-and” witneſſed by two ſervants of 
the family. on 9 PRI ce fbf NI Ae 
Sirs ſaid ſhe, turning to the other fur 
*Yeon; as ſoon as my brother is withdrawn, 
Tam ready! for you. Fou may imagine 
s -had Warious effects onerhe cifferer 
coneerned. Phe Brother how- 
omg diſpleaſed he Fight” have been at 
this act of his ſiſter's, had too much hu- 
manieyitd make any animadverſjions on it 
at that time / He returned the paper to 
his ſiſter without ſpeaking and retiredi- 

Peor Main, who had ſtobd at the Back 
of her chair, from his firſ coming in, had 
deen endeavouring to ſuppreſs his tehrs 
all the time . but at chan proof of his H..; 
* + aelp's 


* 
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trefles's tenderneſs and genetoſity, it was 
— in his power. to do ſo, and, they 
burſt from ai ee utmoſi violence 
ol paſſion r tte Nc Hine 
r Bbe ä — com- 5 
poſe: himſelf,” for, that they were loſing; 
time, and the ane 7 ld eg mg 
| ruffled. #5 45, M, e BI Ar 155 FI 7; 25 #9} 
1bi — young woman, with G Gile 
ing countenange, begged. of him to, dry 
his eyes: perhaps, ſaid ſhe, I mnpye red 
cover. Then fixing herſelf firmlyciuſthe 
chair, ſhe pronounced with much com: 
poſure, I am ready. Two maid ſervant 
ſtood one at each ſide of her, and aha 
ſurgeon drew near to do his painful warks 
He had uncovered het: hoſom, and taken 
off the dreſſings, when M. Main, caſtigg 
his eyes at her breaſt, begged, rug 
have leave to examine it before they por 
ceeded. The other ſurgech, Vich f 
indignation, faid, his doing ſo was,only 
an unneceſſary delay; and, had -atxeady 
laid hold of his Knife, when, Mr. Main 
having looked at it, ſaid, he, wag gf Opi- 


nion it might aa | 


« lud. it 
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gering the lady's life. The other, with ad 
contemptuous ſmile, told him, he was ſorry 
he: thought him ſo ignorant of his profeſſion, 
and without much ceremony, putting him 
aſide, Was about to proceed to the opera- 
tion} when Mr. Main laying hold of him, 
ſaich / that he never ſhould do it in his pre- 
ſence; adding, with ſome warmth, that 
he would engage to make a perfect cure 
of it in a month, without EO 0p” 
hazard of amputation. tant-qq gli 2751 
The young lady, who had been an eye 
witneſs of what paſſed, for ſhe would not 
TO” her face to be covered, now thought 
ir proper to interpoſe. She told the un- 
Feb) bpm, that he might be very 
fure he would embrace any diſtant hope 
of ſaving herſelf from the pain, the dan- 
ger, and the loſs ſhe muſt ſuſtain; if he 
purſued the method he intended. Sbe 
was not, however, ſo irreſolute, the faid, 
as” to deſife either to avdid or 
he” operation, if it mould be found ne- 
cẽeͤffary; But as there was hope given her © 
2 on cure without it, ſhe thought it but 


i 
3 
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ſhould therefore refer the deciſion of her 
caſe to a third perſon of ſkill in the pro- 
feſſion, ee opinion een be 
determined. dome bum gg 106 
The two eee ee are 4 8 
ways profeſſed enemies to chirurgical o- 
perations, readily joined in her ſentimentzt 
and ſaying it was a mortal ſin to cut and 
hack any chriſtian, they made Wes 
— Frags young lady again. 
The diſappointed ſurgeon bard ed 
bore-rude:- language to the women; and 


know. what it was to traduce the ſkill f 


| 1 practitioner of his ſtanding. marched 


off in a violent paſfion, ſaying to his pa- 
ü. 


dent. ee e 11 NET 
was nothing to him, 
The modeſt. young way, Aclightsd to 
find the caſe; of his beloved not ſo deſ. 
perate às he had ſuppoſed it to be, beg 


ged ſhe would permit him to apply ſome 
proper dreſſings to the afflicted part, and tr 


5 conjuring her to call in the aid of the... 
, e chat . de eat ned, 
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The brother of the lady being-appriz4 
ed of what had paſſed, loſt no time in 
ſending an expreſs to Bath; and by a very 
handſome gratuity, induced a ſungeon of 
great eminenoe to ſet out immediately for 
his houſe, who arrive early the next morn= 
ning. Bot in the mean time poor Main 
had like to have paid dear for his ſuperior 
fkill in his profeſion. The other ſurgeon 
had no ſooner got home; than he ſent 
Fim à Challenges to meet him that even- 
ing, in a field at᷑ ſome diſtance from the 
town. They met; Main had the good 
fortune, after wounding, to diſarm his 
antagoniſt," but firſt recribed "Hamiſh a 
dangerdtis wounds n! 
"Cuts {Adder wis kept from the kw, 
lege of his miſtreſs; but on the arrival of 
the ſurgeon from Bath, as he would not 
take off the dreſſing ngs, but in the preſence 
of the "perſon. 'who put them" on, It was 
chought proper that both Mr. Maih and 
the other. man "thoula* be ſent for. The 
latter was not by any means in a condi- 
tion to attend; but the former, ' though 
very ill and feveriſh, defired that he mig 
RL the 
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be * to the houfc- The Bath fur- 
geon having, im his and the brother's 

_ Preſence,” examined the caſe, declared it 

as His opinion, that the complaint might 

be removed without amputation; ; adding; 
that it was owing: to wrong management 
that the grievante had gone ſo far. He 
conſulted with Main, in the preſence of 
the family, as to his intended method of 
treating it for the future; he agreed with 

him intifely, with regard to the proptlety 
of it; and having aſſured the friends of 
the girl, that he thought bim a ſkilful 
and ingenious young man, took his leave, 
being obliged to return directly home. 
 *Phe reſtiriony of this gentleman,whof 

Kill was. undoubged, and! whoſe imparti 
| ality muſt, be fo too, "having, never = 

any of the parties concerned in his life 
before, wrought ſo much on the brother 

f the lady, that he di d nat heſitate" to 

14 79 85 his Hſter under the care of her lover. | 

Poor Main, though ſcarce able to leave 
his bed for ſome time, Was nevertheleſs 
carried to his patient every day, at. the 
hazard of his life. His Kill, his tender- 


. 
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neſs, and his aſſiduity, were all exerted 
in a particular manner on the preſent oc- 
caſion; and in leſs than five, weeks be 


had che pleaſure co ger his miſtreſs eller 
A health. iin STE aq. 
- The. conſequence. of a incident was 


very happy for them both; the brother, 
exceedingly pleaſed, at his whole beha- 
. viour, told him, he Was: an honeſt gene⸗ Ne- 
- rous fellow; and fince he was convinced 
it was his ſiſter's perſon, and not her for- 
tune he was attached to, he would, with ä 
all his heart, beſtow both. on him; and = 
accordingly Mr. Arnold and I had this 
day. the, ſatisfaction of ſeeing, thi this b ir 
young pair united in marriage. 

My Patty is not a little delighted * 
| her brother's good fortune, - . The honeſt 
| youth, who has ever fince his father's 
death ſupported his mother, and as many ; 


„ 


"abr es 


ro gain their own livelihood; bas now in- 
vited his ſiſter Patty to live with him; 
büt the faithful girl declmed the offer; *4 
telling her brother, ſhe would never quit 
me, while 1 oops her worthy of my 
regard. | * * 4 be: #08: CETE; W * r 


Took. 


- 
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I look upon "myſelf to be much olg, 
ed to her for this, as the ſtation the” is 
now in, cannot be ſo advatitapeous 'as 1 
zped to make it, when 1 firſt took her 
into my ſervice; but I will make up in 
kindneſs what ray be wanting in profit. 
Indeed 1 conſider” her rather as a friend 
than a ſervant, and Mr. Arnold Aways 


treats her wich reſpect, ebene 


D Fi | 


ks s * 2 2 * 
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March. W 1 am Jl 5 at not 
having i it in my power to fulfil my promiſe 
to poor miſs Burchell; but that is a ſtring 
I dare not as yet touch upon. Indeed 1 
cannot beat any "converſation. that leads 
to the ſubject. Whenever Mr. Ae 
begins to accuſe himſelf for his unhappy. 
conduct, in relation to Mrs. Gerrarde, 
Which he often does, 1 always ſtop him, 
or turn the diſcourſe to ſomething elſe. 
Ele never ſpeaks of her now, but with a 
contemptuous indifference and is ſo firm-, 
ly perſuaded that ſhe went off williogly 
With Mr. Faulkland, that I dare not as. 


my do, ſhould 1 expreſs even a. with, 


LEE & i» 
that. 
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yet undeceive him; which I muſt neceſ- 
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that Mr. Eat ſhould repair the 
niece's wrongs by marriage. Mr. Arnold 
knows Sohn of miſs -Burchell's affair. 
I went once ſo far as to ſay I had heard 
Mr. F aulklahd formerly lked this young 
lady. Mr. Arnold anſwered, or am glad 
it went no farther than liking ; if it had, 
probably I ſhould not have been ſo ſhow 
delivered from my thraldom to her aunr. 
This reply fileaced me; I am exceedingly 
perplexed. about. it, Would to Fleaven 
Mr. Faulkland would of himfelf think of 
going, the amiable unhappy girl juftice! 
My mother writes me word, that Sir 
George had informed Mr. Faulkland, by 
letter, of the ſucceſs of his project; at 
that his anſwer was full of congratula- 
tions, and expreſſions of joy. He is now 
ih Italy ; but talks of returning to Eng- 
land next, ſummer. He ſays, he hears 
1) ſometimes from Pivet, and that he and 
his wife live very well. together. WT 
My mother ſays ſhe often ſees miſs 
Burchell, and that the encourages her 
with the hope of what may happen when 
12 F aulkland comes back. If this 
3 match 


? x 
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match ſhould ever take place, it would 
give me moſt ſincere ſatisfaction. The 
girl's family is not contemptible z her 
fortune is pretty large, her perſon lovely; ; 
the unförtufiate falſe” ſtep ſhe made,” is att | 
entire ſecret, except to the perſons” immedi 
ately concerned; ſo that with regard to 
the world, her character too is good, 
Mrs. Gerrarde,' at worſt, was. only her 
aunt by. marriage; but ir that circum- 
ſtance ſhould be the only rüb in her way 
to happineſs, I would ſooner declare the 
whole affair, and run the riſk of Mr. Ar- 
nold's being let into this tickliſh ſecret, 
than be. a hindrance fo the] poor y young 
creature's $ welfare. This affairn never comes 
a-crols, me, but it makes me i God 
fend'a favourable iſſue to it! 1 1 


1 00 — Alas! my en we 
pen received; moſk avy news! My good 
lord V—, that ſtec alt, High worthy, that 
beſt of friends, i is no more! He was prepar- 
ing to go to V hall, three days ago, but was 
ſeized With an apoplexy, as he was coming. 

gown: ſtairs to go into his coach, and 


died 
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died before any aſſiſtance Hg! reach 
him. Oh! we have a ſevere loſs in the 
death of this moſt dear and valuable on 
but why do I mention ow loſs? — 

his lacy——, poor lady V— is ant . 
nracted —— and well ſhe may the 
teſt of huſbands, fathers, every. thing ! 
His eldeſt ſon, who is abroad, is ſent for 
home on this melancholy occaſion 
My Poor mother is afflicted exceedingly: 
every body that knew him muſt be fo, 
Mr. Arnold and I have ſoft more than a 


father. How /elf recurs every minute; 


let me think of lady N again, and not 
dare to complain on my own account; 
but my obligations to him were of ſuch a 
nature, as claim all my gratitude to his 
memory, and all the tears that 1 have a a | 
bundantly ſhed for him. 

Mr. Arnold is largely in is debt, we 
the fame friend- 
hip from the preſent Jord V=, that we 
experienced from his father. © 

© This circumſtance did not occur to me 


till Poor Mr. Arnold put me in the mind 


* 


* . 0 7 : a * 


l 


joys! But let me not carry my complain- 


- that lady V= has ſons, who, I hope, will 
the a bleſſing to her; that her fortune is 
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forbed in grief, which the death alone of 
our friend occaſioned. My mother hint- 
ed at it too, in her letter to Mr. Arnold; 
for it. was to him the wrote the mournful 
ridings, TIEN 
What a dark ua: Ws ſorrow i is- now ; 

ſpread -over Sidney-caſtle ! and how this 
ſtroke has imbittered our little domeſtig 


ings into preſumptuous murmurings. 1 
have loſt a ſincere and truly valued friend; - 
but do I not {till poſſeſs infinite bleſſings? 
My huſband, my dear Mr. Arnold, my 
two ſweet children, the beſt of mothers, 
pn thee, my ever- -beloved Cecilia, whom 
I; ill call Lag though... at t fuck a diſ- 
cance from me. 
Then 1 Spex myſelf with "wing 


affluent, and that my lord had paſſed 
through a well-ſpent life, to a pretty 
vanced age. He was turned of ſixty. All 
theſe, conſiderations { ſooth my mind, and I : 
acknowlege, that, upon the whole, 1 
have, by far, more cauſe to be. 1 ankf 
han co repine. ; 
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March 20. — Lady VN journey 
1 2 to hall having been ſo katally 
reventcd, the is obliged to remain in 
„ The ſhock ſhe received has 
brought on her a fit of illneſs. 1 find my 
lord has not left any ready money; his 
fortune was large, but as they always 


lived in great ſplendor, he laid none of 


his income by: the whole ſum Which he 
could command, he laid out for our uſe. 
My lady's jointure is pretty conſiderable; 
if. git were ten times more, ſhe deſerves 
it. Oh, may her ſons prove worthy of 
ſuch a parent! The youngeſt I hear is 
a very fine youth. He is come to her 


from Oxford to comfort her, md the ar- 


rival of his elder brother. 

My mother writes. me word; Bi _ 
old friend lady Grimſton is dead! She 
has left her whole fortune to charitable 


uſes: not a ſixpence to either of her 
daughters. . Poor Mrs. Vere She i is con- 
tent with her little income, and has no 


loſs of ſo unnatural 2 parent, who car- 


tied her vindictive ſpirit with her to the 
ane: for ſhe, et they did. not 


1 UI I as 
- 
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ſtand i in need of any aſſiſtance from her z 
but I own, though I had no great eſteem 


for lady Grimſton, I could not help being 
ſhocked at the brutal behaviour of her 


ſon-in-law-to her in her- laſt hours. She 
had never ſeen either him or her daugh- 


ter from the time I told you they had 


quarrelled; but when ſhe found herſelf 
dying, ſhe ſent a meſſage to this favourite 


daughter, deſiring to ſee her; her huſ- 
band, whether out of diſregard to the old | 
lady, or his wife, or both, abſolutely re- 
fuſed to let her go. My mother remarks | 
on this paſſage. in theſe words, Thus was 


this unfortunate - parent puniſhed in 
« kind, for denying her late huſband the 
« ſatisfaction of ſeeing; his youngeſt qaugh- 


ter, when he was in W. ſame circum 


* ſtances with herſelf.* .. | 

My mother is e very N 
ed for the death of her old acquaint- 
ance; Who, ſhe ſays, was a valuable o- 


man: ſhe conſiders her deceaſe ; AS 4 mer 
mento, which warns her, of her own, apy. 
proachingend for they were juſt of an age. 
I fear my mother is not rin though 
WA _ the 
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me does not ſay ſo; for ſhe has put off 


ner coming down to Sidney-caftle, with. 
out Ying & me 0 i reaſon for it. 


> 654 oF 
F + 4 3 coy” . 1 1 18 Sk » a 7 


ne 22. _ thank you, my beloved 
Cel, for your cordial 'wiſh. © Your 
opinion, that all my troubles are at an end, 
z conſonant to your deſires, but I doubt 
far from the real fact. The young lord 
is returned home; but oh! how un- 
ne that honeſt man, whoſe title and for- 
tune he inherits! How deceived were his 
' | worthy parents in their hopes of him ! he 
is a ſtranger to every ſentiment of virtue. 
1 have hid a letter this day from my lady 
V, wherein ſhe laments the degeneracy 
of her fon, whom they were made to be- 
lieve a pattern of excellence: but the tu- 
tor to whom they entruſted him was as 
| profligate* as himſelf. In ſhorty ſhe ſays 
he is quite a reprobate; ſhe has not the 
leaſt authority or influence over him; ſnhe 


laments this, particularly on our account; 


we are indebted to him near five thouſand 
pounds, and my lady ſays, ſhe fears he 
will preſs Mr. Arnold. He is profuſe, 


'N 


* 


To 
* 


mne ſays, in his exp 
generous. .. __ 
What can md do ee RS 3 is 
not che leaſi proſpe& now. of our being 
able to pay this money, but by our ſelling 
the only remaining ſtake. we have left. 


"> ygu_ 


nold ſome. employment, which would 
have enabled him to diſeharge this debt 
at his eaſe, without our being obliged ta 


living with the utmoſt oecenomy, this 
might. have been accompliſned in a few 


We muſt ſubmit, I have begged of Mr. 
Arnold to think immediately of ſelling 


e can ſubſiſt upon the income, which my 
3 mother i 18 ſa good as to allow us: it is 

d precarious it i is true, but ſometbhing may 
3 happen; I rely pn that W 
1 ee ro Heike 
w | 
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Had my lord. lived,. he made us hope that 
by his intereſt he could procure Mir. Ar- 


ſtrip ourſelyes of our all. As we purpoſed 
years. This proſpect is now loft to us. 


expect any lenity from a man of ſuch a ; 
character as the. preſent lard V— is. We 
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April 28. Lady Vs apprehen- 
ſions were but too well founded. We 
have had a letter from her ſon's agent. 

The debt muſt be paid; and we are come 
to a reſolution to ſell two hundred and 
fifty pounds a year. We ſhall then have 
but fifty pounds a year in the world which 
we can call our own'!: Þreckon-not upon 
my mother's life, theſe afflictions I fear 
will haſten her departure to another world. 

| Deum Sir George we have nothing to ex- 
: he is abſorbed in e his = | 
alancesengroſ him intirely. 85 

My dear lady V writes us e the 
will do her utmoſt to promote Mr. Ar- 
nold's intereſt. She has numerous and 
powerful friends; and ſays, - ſhe makes 

no doubt of obtaining ſomething for him 
worth his acceptance. Believe me, my 
Cecilia, I am not diſheartned at this freſn 
blow. If my dear Mr. Arnold could re- 
concile himſelf to it, L could be well con- 
tented. I will not how (though you uſed 
to accuſe me of it) anticipate misfortunes; 
we have ſtill enough for the preſent to 
EW | live on decently; and if my pra ee 


. 


gt 
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kind endeavours ſhould ſucceed, we may 
yet be happily provided for. I will not 
let the thought of my mother's death in- 
terfere: let me but calm the anxious fears 


of A Mr. Arnold, and all wilt be —_ 


WElk, 70%: OOPS. ASSN © PLANS YE 
age ini IE eee ks 
with the mercileſs lord v! his money . 


is to be paid directly to him. I have re- 


covered my tranquility; I enjoy my little 
in peace; and have the comfort to ſee Mr. 
Arnold's mind more at eaſe, and recon- 
ciled to his lot. TO lady Ns goodneſs, . 
as well ag my own. carneſt endeavours, 1 


impute this. She ſays; ſhe has the pro- 


miſe of an honourable and à profitable 


poſt for him; but we are. to Wait ſome 


months for it. The perſon who is now. in 
poſſeſſion of this place is to be preferred 5 
to a better, and ſhe ſays, ſhe has the word 
of an honeſt man on the occafion; he ig, 
a very great man cl, ay / lady in 

© her letter, but as it is on the firſt part ; 

< of his character chiefly we are to depend, 5 


5 'S mention the other only by the by.“ 


ok „ Noe, 


-nity of ſending this imn lan ely by 
. . hand to . beloveds | * » 1 


1 ; MzMoizs of” 


Now, my dear, have I not reaſon to 
be contented ?. A thankleſs heart ſhould I 
have if I were not; but I am, indeed, 


my Cecilia, I am 7 and I begin. again to, 
be happy. Our domeſtick felicity Was 

but diſturbed for a while, it was not 
over-thrown. _ 


Here will I doſe; 1 have an opportu- 


Here Mee. adi, maid Pai continue 
. . 


May 1 r os TS _ I 


j take up the pen; and ſhe has charged 
me to ſet down every particular. God 
knows I am ill able to do it! but I will 
ſtirive to obey her. My poor dear lady is 
in ſuch trouble, ſhe has not the heart to 
write, nor ſcarcely to do any thing. 


My maſter Oh! madam, how ſhall 
1 expreſs myſelf! my poor maſter, now 
he is ſo good, we are going, 1 fear, 


to loſe him: I muſt write, according to my 


lady's cuſtom, _y 9 in the belt of 
der I can. 


; 5 4 
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- You cannot think, madam, how bappy 
they have lived e ever ſince my la- 
dy came home to im again. He ſeem- 
ed to gro- fonder and fonder of her 
every day; I believe he e 0 
her, and he had reaſon. e 
You know, madam, my 4 was 
always uſed to a chariot but they never 
attempted keeping one ſince they came 
down to Sidaeyrcaſtle, She aſked. my 


maſter once, if he had A horſe quiet 


enough for her- to venture to ride.on to 
church? T obſerved my maſter turned 
away his face, and put his handkerchief 
to his eyes. I believe he thought of a 
little favourite 25 that he had given to 
Mrs. Gerrarde, -I have not one, my love, 
ſald he, that I would truſt you on. Lou 
had once a pretty horſe that you were 
fond of, but my deſperate folly has not 
even left you that; but 1 will look out 
for one that will ſuit you. No matter, 

my dear, faid my lady ſmiling, and tak- 


ng him by the hand, 1 will ride double, 


£25 | think that will ſuit me beſt. Deareſt of 


women! laid. my maſter (and he fetched 


O 3. iz * 
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a deep Ggb), when ſhall I be able to 
make you amends ? He lamented hourly 
the loſs of his fortune for her | ſake. 
What will become of you, my deareſt 


creature, and my two poor children, ſaid 
he (when he was obliged to part with her 


Jointure), if I ſhould die before you; and 
then he cried, and wrung his hands. 
My lady begged of him to put ſuch me- 
lancholy thoughts out of his head, ſay- 
ing, they never diſturbed her. 1 hope, 
faid ſhe, I ſhall never ſee, your death; 
but if it pleaſes God to puniſh me ſo far, 
a little, a very little, will content me for 
tbe reſt of my erde bane! maſter em- 
laid, 45 heaven A him life, he would 
yet be the happieſt man in the world. 
_ Many a time have I been witneſs to ſuch 
diſcourſe between them; for they knew 
my love for them was ſo great, that they 
would never ſeruple talking of their af- 
fairs before me. Oh! madam, I believe 
there was never a truer peniterit than my 
maſter. | My dear lady has ſaid to me, 
| Kine they were forced to fell her jointure, 
* 


8 


* _ 


wy 


more than two hundred pounds a year, 
I have much more comfort than When Wwe 


had twelve. I have the ſatisſaction of 
ſeeing Mr. Arnold ſuch as I wiſh him; 


he is an altered man, Patty; he is truly 
virtuous, and Jam ſure he loves me now 


from right reaſon. ws am rn _ 


little that is left us. 

I always prayed ng her eee 
bur, madam, God is pleaſed to order 
things ' otherwiſe than we poor filly mor- 


talls think the beſt. My lady has always 
been good and pious, and I hope he will 
yet bring her out of her troubles, tho? 


they e great and many. nen 
My lady always charged Sec bee 


and to write particulars; but, good madam, 
excuſe the filly way I put my words toge- 


ther. I have not yet come to the diſmal 


part of my ſtory, and I hardly know 
how to go on, for indeed I am forced to 
break off every now and then to cry. 
Reaſon enough 1 have, to be ſure; but 


What is ny —_—_ Pn to he. 
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The day before yeſterday; my maſter 
neighbourhood to go a hunting: he had 
no mind to go, for my lady was not very 
well, and he was unwilling to leave her; 
hut ſhe perſuaded him, becauſe ſnhe knew | 

he loved hunting dearly; ſhe has blamed 
herſelf for it ever ſince, but ſhe. could 
not know by enchantment what was to 

happen. He left my lady in bed, and 
went out about five o'clock in che mern- 
ing. At eight, AS My lady Was ſitting at 
breakfaſt, and I attending, the other 
maid called me out. Qur man, who had 
gone abroad with my maſter, was in the 
2 and looked as pale as death... ol 
aſked him what was the matter? The 
oor fellow could , hardly. ſpeak; hut at 
Jaſt ſaid, my. maſter, has got a deſperate 
fall in leaping a ditch, and I am afraid has 
hurt his ſkull: be is lying at farmer Hill's 
cottage, and one of the gentlemen is rid 
off for a ſurgeon; but that ig no place 
for him, we muſt get him home: but 1 
thought it beſt to prepare my lady before 
the ſees him. My lady rung her bell be- 
fore 


91 3 
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T fore I could anſwer him; I ran in, but I. 
1 am ſure TIookedlike'a ghoſt, for my lady 
ſtarted when ſhe faw me. Bleſs me! 
| Patty, faid"The;” What; is the matter? H as 


any thing. happened to your mater ? Not 
"much Madam, .faid E- "He 1 s killed ſhe 


($855.14 


| "cried; and 15 Prang Gout of her "chatr.. 
| Indeed be is not; Madam, * anſwered, 
| Tanding between her and the, door; bur: 
| he has got a fall, and is A "Little" bet. 
= "She" made me Wander, but flew down 
N ſtairs, Cut! at the front door, and down the- 
| avenue as qdick às a arrow. 1 ran after 
| her, and the other ſervarits' after me; we 
coal not ' overtake her; büt ſhe was: 
ſoon ftopph ed, fbr The mer my p oor maſter 
"borne by fout wen. 1 ſu pole thought 

ö He Was dead, for he Rite away . - 
| -rettly, . and we carried her in after Bick. 

ö My maſter. was put to- ed; 3 he was 
| alive, but nor able to ſpeak,” 'He Rad 
| got a dreafful'cot-in” * bead, and Was 
N 


Tadly bruifed befides,” > vn 1 NG 
As ſoon as my lady aden es eig , 
; ve told her my miſter was hot killed. 
| She went into his room bur Rad not 
l "== Os dee, 


Power to {4 bur; ſat 8 PUR ſta- 
tue at his bed. ſide. The ſurgeon came 
in leſs than half an hour. I believe he is 
but a ſorry one; for after he had dreſſed 
the wound, he ſaid there was no danger i in 
it. At firſt we were all in hopes that it 
11 Was fo; for about two o'clock my maſter 
11 got his ſpeech again; he complained of 
i II ſickneſs at his ſtomach, and violent pains 
111 all over him. 
171 My lady, on UE Nt iden ſpeak, "EY 
11 ed to be rouzed as if out of a deep ſleep · 
11 Several of the gentlemen, who had been 
but with my maſter, had come to enquire 
how he did; and though ſome of them 
came into his chamber, my miſtreſs did 
not ſpeak, nor ſeem to regard any of 
them. The firſt word the uttered was to 
call me; Patty, | ſaid ſhe, what is the 
reaſon I do not ſee Mr. Main here? It was 
my brother ſhe meant, who is a ſurgeon; 
and L believe, madam, ſhe has mentioned 
him to you, as one that is reckoned. 
pretty: ſkilful in his buſineſs. One of the 
gentlemen immediately ſaid, by all means 
So Joon be ſent for e My brother 


* Was 
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Was "wy fetched, and he thought proper 


to bleed my maſter in the arm. He would 
not take the dreſſings of his head, as the 
other ſurgeon had declared the ſkull was 


not touched ; but ſaid, he would; be pre- 


ſent when the wound was dreſſed the next 
day; and would WAG, as; gh: BY: ny 
mater. 

26 alata Cares 
| bed- ſide, nor could we perſuade; her to 
take any ſuſtenance. the whole day. My 
poor maſter was in a high fever all night; 
and l thought he ſtrove to ſtifle his groans, 


that my lady might not hear them. She _ 
did for all chat; and I am ſure e one 
of them was worſe than a d 


without ſide the door; then ſhe would 
come in again, and ſit by him, till her. 


beart was again ſo full, ſhe was forced to 
go out to give it vent. The whole night 
paſſed over in this diſmal way.. 


. + When, my maſter's head was e 
Fra next e we _— 6 ſound oth the 5 


heart. She ſtole out of the — 
times for a minute, and I could hear her 
burſting into tears as ſoon as ſhe: was 


null vas not touched where he had re- 
ceived che cur; dut chat ĩt was broke in two 
zother places, and in fo dangerous à way, 
chat it was impoffible to ou A _ *as 
"It was er d part Vher 
trepanded. The other Pre tio 
"Found he had been miſtaken at firſt, now 
joined with my brother in opinion that 
*the world could not ſave my mafler's life. 
Oh! madam, if you had ſeen my lady 
When chis wWas declared to her! 1 ſhall 
never forget her looks. I remember a 
piece of fine painting at your-: houſe, 
"which I uſed to hear your family com- 
mend mightily It was the picture of 
deſpair. My lady put me in mind of 
this piece ; 1ſhe had the very countenance 
of it; but I think, if ſhe had then ſat to 
a painter, he could have made a ftrgnger 
and more — look, en own 
War picture has. 

Such another diſmal as and: RH 
bighevs- never was paſſed in this houſe. 
My brother ſtaid with us, though he 
could do but little ferviee, except to 
watch my poor maſter, for he 3 
3 his reaſon— * 


* 


* 


We” Miu be a grievous one 
Lord help mel I am not abe TER 


for reft did my lady cake-all laſt night: 

2 - Sie Coba not be got out of che room; 
mie has taſted nothing theſe two days, nor 
*Nepr a wink theſe two nights She will. 
deſtroy herſelf What will become of us? 
II have wrote to my lady Bidulph, to let 
hier know the deplorable condition we are 
all in—My Godt what will become of 


A5 TING Bidutph. 
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the poor children, if my lady goes on at 


this rate! She cannot hold out to be ſure, 
uch a load of ſorrow at her heart, with- 
out nouriſhment or fleep . Oh! 
my good madam, I am not able to go 
on with my taſx We have not the leaſt: 
hopes in the world My maſter * grows: 
-worſe and worſe every hour: he has his. 
reaſon now, and is ſenfible that he is 
dying. Heaven knows, if 1 could lay 


down my life to ſave his, how gladly 1 


would do it! I ſhould: be no W but he- 


= on —T have vey e — 
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greateſt part, of yeſterday By but. about ſix 
o'clock. in the evening; having come a 
f little to his ſenſes, he was conſcious that 
he was going faſt, and deſired that prayers 
- Right be read by him. His lady ſent 
for the miniſter of the patiſh, but he was 
gone to London: the gentleman. whom 
he had left to do his duty, was taken ill 
the night before, and was not able to 
leave his bed. Ie ſent” the meſſenger 
that went for him, to another clergyman, 
who lived about four, miles farther, off, to 
requeſt he would attend in his ſtead; but 
he was engaged on the fame duty i in his 
on pariſh, and could not come, he faid, 
till next morning. The ſervant had 
| waſted, above two bours, on this errand. 
it was nine O clock when he returned. 
Mr. Arnold during this interval had had 
ſoveral ramblings; but was now again a 
little compoſed, though apparently worſe. 
1 Mrs, the e who 170 ” 


wo 


mording. Mrs. Arnold he me, = 
| begged to know what I faid. I told her 
tenderly, that I feared Mr, Atkins (chat 
237. inn OPS > batt: D156 TOS, © 
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was the clergyman's name) would arrive 
too late, if he _— his viſit ill * 
. . 

She 3 me no 3 Re, ſeemed 
756 ſtudy a little; then went compoſedly 
to Mr. Arnold's bed-ſide. - My dear, faid 
ſhe, Mr. Downs. is unluckily from home; 
his aſſiſtant is ſick in bed; and we cannot 
to-night get any other clergyman to viſit 
you: but as you are deſirous of offering 
5 up your prayers to Almighty God, I hope 
it will not be improper. if I read the ſer- 
vice for the fick by you. He ſtretched 
out his hand towards her, and ſaid, in a 
faint, yet eager voice, Do, do, my good 
angel! Tears ſtood in the lady's eyes as 
the turned from him; but ſhe quickly 
wiped them off, and requeſted of me and 5 
the apothecary to join with her in the ſo- 
lemn office ſhe was going to perform, 
which ſhe faid, though ſhe was ſenſible. it 
was an irregular act, yet ſhe hoped, from 
the. neceſſity of the caſe, would be open ; 
in the ſight of Gd. py 
She ordered my ſiſter to ſeich 55 2 
prayer book ; and then, kneeles, down at 
* Arnold's __—_ £5 
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30 W morks of 
Surely nothingever appeared ſo graceful; 


ber fine hands and her fine e yes lifted up 


to heaven, while the book wy open before 
her on a little table. Such a reverential, 
fuch an ardent, yet ſuch a mournful ſup- 
Plication in thoſe fine eyes! She looked 
ke ſomething more than human! After 
having in this poſture offered up.a.thort. 
petition in ſtlence, ſhe began the ſervice. 
Never did I ſee true devotion before;: 
"the fervor of her looks, and; the tone of 
her voice was ſuch, you would have 
thought ſhe beheld her Creator with her 
. bodily eyes. For my part, I looked on 
her with. ſuch reverence, that ſhe appeared 
to me like an angel, enen for us 
| Poor mortal Iinners. ES 
She went. through the office — ad. 
. Wirable ſtrength of mind (omitting the 
<exhortation) *cill ſhe came to that part of 
the prayer, which ſays, yet for as much. 
as in all appearance the time of his 
Adiſſolution dfaweth nigh, Se. Here 


her voice faultered, and ſhe W but 


on recovered herſelf, roceeded: 
| "nt e to bal. Every 


gg 8.8 


ons 


one preſent wept but herſelf, She thank- 
ed us for our kindneſs in ſtaying, and 
begged we would continue by poor Mr. 
Arnold, while there was the leaſt poſſi · 
wii =110F:" adm ente Me gel _ 1 "a" 


1 told hi: 1 t not willingly — 
her commands, and ſit up all the night 
with him, though it was not in e 
2 to give him any aſſiſtance. 
She repeated her We and m 
Gain down by the ane, remained 
1 oompoſed und ilent. ä 
ace ene eee Auen 
ſpeechleſs, I entreated her to retire to her 
Own chamber, and if ſne could not neeß. 
to take ſome little refteſnment; for the 
had taken nothing that whole day, nor 
for the two preceding ones, but a diſh eff 
nen my ſiſter had forced on her. 
Mr. Main, ſaid ſhe, ſuffer me to conti - 
nue a little longer; my tuſſe will ſoon be 
over. I was WY to! WP _ 
About two clock we | heard Mr. wr 
nold give a deep-groan : He is gone, dt 
SES 6 | 1 We, 
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; nd 8 off her chair. 1 ſteppec 


to his bed - ſide, and found indeed he had 
breathed his laſt. She ſnatched: up one 


of his hands that lay opon the coverlid of 


the bed, held it for near a minute to her 


lips, and then, without any andibie n 
of, grief, went out of the room. 


I pray God to ſupport ay comfore chi 


| excellent man. 07 e e ee 
We 12 SECT] 2 race 
LO in emu. - itt: = 
81 lt ac e e rh 
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happy lady is enough to break one's haart 


to ſee her. I was not able to go on, good 


madam, and begged of my brother to 
ſet down what happened, and he has put 


it in better words than I could. My lady 
nut herſelf up for the remainder of the 


night, and would not ſuffer any one to 
come near her; it is eaſy to gueſs how ſhe 


Apent a time: roll to be ure, the wat 
8 eds for nen en lad 


ber where ſhe locked herſelf up. In the 


449 % bay is our neighbour, 
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a worthy good woman, came in her own nm 
coach, and took away my lady and the 
two children; She neither conſented nor 
"refuſed ; but ſeemed to let us do what we 
would with her; for ſhe ſaid nothing, 
but ſuffered the lady and me to lead her 
down ſtairs, and put her into the coach. 
But the ſight of the two children, threw 
her into ſuch an agony, that I thought 
I ſhould have died on the ps only with 
ſeeing her. 
I have writ again to ag Bidulph: if 
he is able, to be ſure ſhe will come down; 
but I had rather ſhe would ſend for my 
0G. 2p this is a ſorrowful Pers uh Lo 
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My 2 3 — I 5 a 

a letter from her mother, deſiring her to 
come to town directly with the children. 
She ſays ſhe 3 is not able to come down for 5 
her, as her health is but bad; and my lady 

| V— has been ſo good as to ſend. down 
- Nr own coach fe RO the inks huge | 
uk brother hay os OY care of BY 

» of EY maſter's 
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maſter's funeral upon himſelf. He is to 

be cartied to the family burying place at 

Anold-Abbey. As ſoon as that is over, 

we muſt try to get my lady to town; ſhe 

has no buſineſs to go into her own eh 
2 houſe n it Would "be: thu to Kill 


LY 


"a; 30. e God we 3 have got 
back ſafe to London. My lady keeps 
3 wonderfully, under the load of grlef 
| that The has at her heart. She does not 
complain nor lament herſelf, as I have 
ſeen one do, who have not been in half 
her trouble. She hardly ſpoke a word 
during her whole journey, and ſtrove as 
much as poſſible not to cry ; but I could 

obſerve that the never turned her eyes on 
the two little babes, one of whom ſat in 
my, lap, -and- the other -beſide ne. bur 
the tears ran down her cheeks, 

5 Ic was a doleful light, the meeting be 
tv een n her ahd try lady Bidulphl. 


220 1 1 ; the has had -great trials, for a 


* 


Por old lady grieves Yadly,” and looks 
2 ill: 1 am afraid ſhe will not 8 


Jady. 
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lady ſo far in years. Sir George came ta; 
ſee my lady; he looked troubled : 1 Hook, 
be WY RTE OY A's 2. 

ane 1 — - My lady aſked. me 8 
morning if I had thought of e any 
journal for this fortnight paſt. I told 
her I had, and, ſhe deſired to lee it. She 


ſhed ſo many tears while ſhe read it, that 


the paper was quite, wet when ſhe' gave. it 
to me again. She ordered me to make 
up the packet, and ſend it off, as ſhe was, 


„ thing: to it on 


43 


de. and, in eee 


1 


"Jung 3 my dear Creitia, 3 


havenced of the tender condolements, with 
which, your laſt kind packer was filled, 
Well may you call me a child of affliction; 
I am now ſo exerciſed in ſorrows, 


| look forward to nothing elſe. 


narrative to this day: this day, on which, 


* j 
* 
$4 * 
* 
; 


3 
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Patty, I find, has been a faithful Jawald: 
iſt; and has carried down her melanchelyx 


* 
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for the firſt time, I have taken a pen in 
my hand for more than two months; but 


my eyes are much better, and 1 hope 1 


I ſhall not have occaſion for the aſſiſtance 


of her pen, unleſs 
ſhould KD difqu 
own. 


me new calamity 
me from! yore my 


not to return thanks to heaven, that I 
have ſuch an aſylum to fly to, as the arms 
of one of the beſt of mothers? Oh! my 


dear, while I have her, I ought not to 
fay, that I have loſt every thing, Sir 
George has been more obliging ſinee my 


fatal loſs than he was before; but ſtill 
there wants that cordial heart which he 


formerly had. As for his lady, I know. 


very little of her. She came to ſee me 
twice ſince my arrival in town, in all the 
formal parade of a ſtate viſit. How ill 


does the vanity of pomp ſuit with a houſe 


of mourning! Her viſits were ſhort, for- 
mal, and cold. She ſeems to be intoler- 


ably proud, and 1 thought looked as if 


the was ages at Ne people in 


"Yer is the _—_ of my þ cis ought 1 | 
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dal gs, who were ſo nearly related to 
her. My brother and ſhe are to go down 
this ſummer into Sedtland, to ſee a noble- 
man who is her uncle by her mother's 
ſide. She is ridiculouſly vain of her fa- 
mily, and has taught Sir George to be ſo 
too; ſo chat now he hardly zouchſeee to 

on OY 8 1101 ek 5 {ed 
F £ 2! 4 
"Hike 1 Lady v- —,. ene friends 
ſhip/ has been one of the chief reſources/ 

of comfort to me, went out of town this 
morning. Sbe is retired, for life 1 feat, 
8 1 part of Lancaſhire, in order 
to ſpend the reſt of her days with her 

eldeſt ſiſter, -a- widow lady, of whom. ſhe 

is very fond. Her ſon's ill behaviour. 
has diſguſted, her fo; ſhe has broke with! 
him intirely. Her younger Joh 3s gone 
into the army, not, I find, with her ap- 
probation: and ſhe told me, ſhe has 
nothing now worth living for, at leaſt 
nothing for which ſhe ſhould ſubject her- = 
ſelf to the cares of life. She-infiſtled Wu 
on my correſponding with her; and re- 
newed 0 of that kind attach 
7 ment, 
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ment. which * jos __ fo one | 
85 W 


At: Ds time uh loſs of er 
woman's ſociety would have affected me 
more ſenſibly; but I am ſo inured to diſ- 
appointment and grief, that Tam met 
become a ſtoic. 
Patty has re ns that 
Miſs Burchell is often with us; ſhe is more 
follicitous, more aſſiduous than ever in 


her attendance on my mother. I find ſne 


even ſat up with her two nights, on an 
illneſs which ſeized her on her firſt hear- 


ing the news of my misfortune. Poor 


girl! My mother tells me ſhe went ſo far 
as to expreſs her apprehenfions on my be- 
ing again ſingle; but my mother quieted 
her fears on that head (not without a ſoft 
reprimand for her doubting), by putting 
her in mind, that beſides the circumſtances 
not being altered in regard to her, ſhe had 
received my ſolemn promiſe,” that, when- 
ever it was in my power, I would uſe my 
whole influence (whatever that might be) 


in her favour. I did make her ſuch a 


| promiſe, and ſhall fulfil it to the utmoſt. 


7 Mr. 
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Mr. Faulkland's abſence from the king- 
dom hitherto: put it out of my power; 
nor would I, without my beloved Mr. Ar- 
nold's participation, have ever attempted 
it. Had he lived, fully reſtored as 1 was 
to his confidence and good opinion, I 
ſhould have ventured to diſcloſe the ſecret 
to him, and got him to join with me in 
ſuch meaſures, as I ſhould have thought 
beſt for Miſs Burchell's happineſs. Ir. 
now refts upon myſelf alone, and 1 Will 
Eve Gi, Uhattempted to ſerve her. 


ek 2 bl vill be aprt er | 
"aps, my Cecilia, when I tell you that 
Mr. Falkland is now in England. Miſs 
Burchell told me fo this day. She men- 
tioned it in a careleſs manner, rather di- 
recting her diſcourſe to my mother. She 
had too much delicacy to hint at conſe- 
quences of any kind from this circum-* 
ſtance, and quickly turned from the ſub- 
: ject. My mother "aſked her Inpatiedtly, 
| when he came; here he. was; and ſeveral * 
l other queſtions; to none of which ſhe” 
. give any anfwer, but that the 2 8 
5 Vol. l. N 
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he had heel returned above 8 months, 


am ſurprized Sir George e 


eXtrem mely nice in his notions; hows, 
ever, this ! is a decorum for Which I am 
obliged to him. Lady V— doubtleſs 
was ignorant of it, or Kod would have 
told me. E 
There is dlz now to prevent me 
from warmly interfering for Miſs Burchell. 
Charming young woman ! how is The to be 
pitied! The tedious years of ſuſpence, of 
almoſt hopeleſs love, that ſhe has paſſed, 
deſerve a recompence; and her little boy, 
my mother tells me, is a lovely creature. 
= Miſs Burchell brogght. him once to re: 
my mother; Mr. Faulkland's former 
 -hoyſe-keeper viſits the child often, and 
| has brought his mother frequent and 
large ſupplies for his uſe. | 
{i I told, Miſs Burchell, at parting to-day, 
| 2 L had not forgot my promiſe; and 
as ſoon as decency would permit, 
- ſhould hinder me from being ** 


dee 


; and was at his ſeat i an Hertfordſhire, 1 
this to me: to be ſure he knew it; he is 


enyous ede for her. She 


Mi 505 Sage Bidulph. - ED * 
ſqueezed my: hand, and whiſpered, denn 
madam, my fate is in your po-wer! 

I would it were, then ſhould ſhe. Ro 
be happy- But I wy aaa an. 
fag as I am able. b F 0 4101 10988 
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. a was e e to 
dine at my brother's to-day, the firſt 
time that I. have been abroad ever ſince 1 

came to towns I had no mind to go; but 
my mother, not being well, had excuſed 
herſelf; and ſhe ſaid, it would be taken 
amiſs if I did ſo. too, lady Sarah hers: 
ſelf, having made the invitation. Her 
ladyſhip Kd, I need not be fearful of 
meeting ſtrangers at her houſe, as it was 
to be a private day. So much the better; 
thought nn, _ Ge _—_— me 
. torts 114547 70 
It was the feſt ala Send x was in Sl 
George's houſe, which is a very mapni- - 
ficent. one, within a door or two of Mf. 
Faulkland's, in 88 James Squnre; dd 
lady Sarah did not approve f that Which 
he had before. Nut, my dear, the oſten- 
agen chis woman made me nel; 1 wah? 
„ +: 


Rad 


SLY 


diſplay. of ſtate and 12 1 eg, 
looked like an inſult upon me. I was 
carried into a moſt ſumptuous drawing- 
room ; but as this was a private day; as 
ſhe called it, the furniture was all covered 
op with body-cloths; and the room, 
having been newly waſhed, ken . 
EPs; 
I was told FA ladyſhip v was. drefling, 
ee it was then, as I im agined, her 
dinner-time, After I had ſhivered here 
for about half an hour, lady Sarah's wo- 
man came to deſire me to walk up ſtairs. 
As the woman did not know me, and, 
from the little ceremony ſhe ſaw me 
treated with, concluded I was ſome hum- 
ble viſitor, ſhe took me up the back ſtairs 
to her lady's drefſing-room, where! found 


lady Sarah, who was not yet half dreſſed, 
ia conſultation with her millener, The wo- 
man was trying ſome head - dreſſes on her 

before the glaſs. She made me a very ſlight 
apology for having kept me waiting ſo long; 

and, to mend the matter, told me, as ſhe 


e 1 1 choſe looking at 
the 
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Nee I ſhould have time enough to 
it before dinner. 
Tad, ;I had, alread i at ſo long in the cold, 
that 1 felt myſel chilled ; ; and, with her 
ladyſhip's 8 permiſſion, would place myſelf 
at. her, fire-ſide till dinner was ready. She 
ed her woman,, careleſly, why I had 
| not been ſhewn into the dining; parlour, 
che then turned to her millener again, to 


8 whom ſhe gave a particular charge to have 


a ſuit of very rich point, which ſhe had 


fixed. on, done up for her againſt the next 
night; by which I found my fiſter Was 


oing to throw off her mourning intirely; 


that which ſhe had on being fo flight, chat 


it was, ſearcely to be diene for f 


ſuch. 


My brother entered the room while he ; 8 
was thus employed; and having falured 


me, looked at his watch, and aſked lady 


Sarah, had-ſhe ordered dinner: later than 
uſual? She told him, ſhe had ordered it 


half an hour later than ordinary, as the: 


had a mind to make a long morning, 


2 having dedicated. it to trades- people, 


Nik. whom the had a once ne to 


Þ i has ſettle. 


ae SW. 


T1 thanked. her ; but | 
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ſettle. i My brother caſt a ing at 
me: 7 thought he looked a little abaſhed 
at the i impertinence and SOROS: of his 
vife. 

Lady Sarah had by chis time huddled 

on her cloaths: a laced footman appeared 
at the door, who ſummoned ws, by a 
filent bow, to dinner. \ 

The millener gathered d up her may, 
and put them into a band- box; telling | 
Her, ſhe would wait on her ladyſhip again, 
Lady Sarah anſwered, You have a mon- 
ſtrous way to go, e (I forget the 

: name); and, as I have not half done with 
you yer, you may ſtay and dine here, as 
we are alone, and I will look over the reſt 
of the things in the evening, as I ſhall 

not have another leiſure day while [ am 4 
in town. | 

This was going a little too far : Sir 
George l it, 1 believe, lady Sarah, 
ſaid he, this gentlewoman has a coach 
waiting for her at the door (he had ſeen 
it, for he was but juſt come in); perhaps 
it may be inconvenient to detain her: ſhe 
may To the OP. and call Waker 
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time.” "The woman took! the hint, though 
ſhe' before ſeemed inclined to: accept of the 
honour lady Sarah had done her. She 
made her curt'ſey, and withdrew, As 
this, however, had brought on à variety 
of fteſh inſttutions, it detained us ſo 
long, that the dinner was quite cold; nor 
was our repaſt, had it even been warm, 
by any means anſwerable to the elegance 
f the ſervice; the ſuperb fi ideboard,, and 
the number of attendants. In ſhort, the 
dinner was compoſed of a parcel of toſſed- 
up difhes, that looked like the fraginents 

2 feaſt. You know there is nobody: 
more indifferent to the pleaſures, of 520 
table than 1 am; Fer I own that this, 
joined to the reſt of this fooliſh woman's : 
Behaviour, nettled me extremely. There ? 
was ſuch a mixture of ſordidneſs and va. 
nity in the whole apparatus, as made it | 
truly contemptible.. : © 

I made haſte to put an end to my vißt, ; 


as ſoon as 1 poſſibly could after di inner, | 


. * 5 


with a reſolution never to repeat it. 
From theſe few ſketches of lady Sarah, 

you may form fore kind of an idea of* 

P $5 what 
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what. ſort. of a creature. it . 1 ſhould 
pity. Sir George, but 5 I it think her diſ- 


; ria is not extremely ly Te to. his 
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| 24.—T am #4 wa the mow 
Arnold i is actually married. to that vile at- 
torney who was the contriyer, and more 
| than partner, in her iniquity... Iam really 
glad ſhe has. loſt the name of a family to 
which the was a diſgrace. Eyery-body 
now believes that I and my children have 
been greatly injured; but how. unayailing 
is compaſſion ;. it only mortifies, when it 
is expreſſed by the pitying words and looks 
of people, who have it neither in their 
power nor inclination to aſſiſt you. This 
Mrs. Arnold, bad as ſhe is, is viſited and 
care ſſed. Fe avour e Aae the or: 
tunate. WE 


| June 25. — This day Sir George and 
bis lady ſet out for Scotland. He came 
to take his leave of us; but made an apo- 
logy for lady Sarah, whoſe hurry would 
not axed her to call on us. My brother 

E290 


ſays, they ſhall ſtay, ſome months at her 
_ uncle's, Lord K— He: told me, at- 


parting, he ſhould write to me as ſoon as 


he. got to his journey's end, having ſome⸗ a 
thing very Particular to gs e 


| Ja 7 | Babe read over my 1 
of the laſt fortnight, and am ſtartled to. 
think what a poor infignifcant being I 
am ! Not a ſingle act worth recording, even · 
to you: My whole life perhaps may have 
paſſed ſo; yet one is apt to fancy, that they 


are doing ſomething of importance, While 
they are engaged in the little buſtle of the 


world, be it in ever ſo trifling a manner; 


and when you find you have a variety of 
incidents to relate, in which you yourſelf. 


were concerned, that your time has not 


been ſpent in vain. But for theſe laſt four. 


teen days, had I kept a journal for my 


cat,. I .think I ſhould have had as. macher 


ta ſay for her. 


1 
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have received the promiſed letter from Sir 


| Georges an extraordinary one it is 2 but 
33 IV. 
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— . ben. the contents read 
yourſelf. 11. f OL 0 


Bens — 2 = 0 pr i” 
A have a ſerious ſublect o offer to your 
conſideration, which made me the rather 
chuſe to engage your attention in this 
manner, than in à converſation: between 
ourſelves; liable as that would be to in- 
terruptions, objections, and frivolous punc- 
tilios, from which you! ene ſuf- 
fered {o ſeverely. 

Ihave paid fo Welt repaid: to. that de- 
corum of which you are ſo fond, as never 
to have mentioned Mr. Faulkland's name 
to you ſince you were become a widow, 
though it is near four months ſince he re- 
turned to England. 

As IT kept up a correſpondence with, 
him when he was abroad, you may be ſure- 
F informed him of your reconciliation to 
your late huſband; a reconeiliation, which, 
# you thought it a happineſs. to you, you. 
were indebted to Faulkland for. This 
ſingle circumſtance it was that inclined. 
rn. to + Lacan, e other. 
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wiſd perhaps he would never again have 
_ ſeen, though the neceſſity of his affairs 

here, which he had left at random, re- 
dquirkck his prefence. To avoid: giving 
umbrage to your” huſband,” he ' repaired - 
privately to his houſe itt the ecuntry, 
where T paid him a viſit. Few of His 


friends except myſelf, knew be his being 
in the kingdom. il er dei +; opt 


Remember, Sidney, . Ge 
tions you” Have to Mr. Faulkland, and let 


that prepare 91 agg for what Jam , 
ing ed fee: b e e bing Senn” 
U are now be om 

Faulkland loves you Kl, ui m wunpa-* 
rallel'd affection. I had a letter from 
him ſoon after your arrival in town, 
wherein he mentions the revival of his 
hopes from your preſent ſituation, and 
intreats me to be mindful of bis intereſt. 

He charged me, however, not to mention 
his name to you, kill a decent time was 


£ * 


paſſed; otherwiſe probably you would ol 111 


have been acquainted with theſe particu- : 
lars ſooner: but Faulkland himſelf as 
4 tle too much of that ridiculous nicety - 


_R6: RT which * 
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which, you admire ſo. 1 think I have 
W aited till a very decent time, as you have 
ſe w. been, almoſt, three months a widow: 
I Thave very little reaſon. to-imaginethat 
my influence, . on this occaſion, will have 
any weight either with you or my mother: 
I have had proofs of this already; but 
I hope you will not be ſo blind to your 
own intereſt, as to refuſe the good that 
fortune once more throws at your feet. I 
can hardly ſuppoſe you ſo weak, as to let 
the abſurd objection, which formerly pre · 
vented your happineſs, ſtill prevail with 
you to. reject. the ſame. happineſs, ſo un- 
expectedly again offered to Tait _ 
ance. 2 
My mother and. you have 55 this; time- 
learnt how to forgive human frailties, - In- 
deed you forgaye ſuch, enormities, that 
Faulkland's s traoſgreſſion, in compariſon. 
of them, was innocence., But. I will not 
reproach the memory of the dead. 
Whatever pretence you might formerly 
have had to carry your punctilios to an 
_ extraordinary, height, certain circumſtances 5 
- BE? a life hays now made Your ſroatiop. 


2 very 


2 


- 
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very different. Vou are deſtitute of for- 
tune, incumbered with. children. Reflect. 
on this and let your own imagination. 
ſupply the reſt. To any. body but your- | 


ſelf, I ſhould think all that I have eg 
needleſs; but I know: che milch that J 
Auer to deal with. Za Fe IVA 
I muſt take this perten of als 
you, that lam ſurprized at my mother's 
continued attachment to Miſs Burchell; 
ſhe is an artful creature, and, I think, by 
no means a proper̃ acquaintance: For. * (41M 
Lam far from wiſhing to injure her; bak. - 
ſuch an inrimacy may be dangerous. 
- You will certainly hear from F Salad: 

before it be long. 1 repeat it again, You. 
owe him more than ever you will be able 
to repay: the recompence he deſires. wil 
enſure your on happineſs and proſperity ; 
your gratitude, as well as.your- prudence, 
will now. be put to the teſt, and your con- 
duct, on this occaſion, will determine me 
as to the light in n 1 ſhall beneath, 
conſider you, + 
Preſent my duty to oy mother. 1 
Sarah ae her ſervice may be accepted. 


. 5 5 1 | Im, &c. 
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What'a letter is this, my eds Büt 
Sir Gedrgeis (tilt fimfelf;- groſs; void of 
ſentiments he dreams of nothing but the 
glaring advantages tliat fortune and rat 
in life procure. And how he argues too! 
Welk arguer? He wil not ſuppoſe tbut the + 
- objettion (abſurd he calls it), which formerly + 
prevented my happpmnſs; fhonld fill FR. 
with me to rj ect the ſams happineſs ="Why® 
not? Is the nature of Mr. Faulklane's Gf. 
fence chianged? Has he ever repaired it? 
_ Has not Miſs Burchel! the ſamè claim ſſſe 
ever had? Nay, à ſtronger than ever if. 
years: of unabated love" ew fre her ** 
Ih other and I hive Iy this time lrarnt to 
forgive buman fratttiesy may; des foguve 
ehormities . Unkind brother, to rake up 


te unfortunate aſhes of my beloved. We 


have, indeed, learnt to forgive human 
frailties; but they were the TENG: 7-3 
huſband, a repenting ufband.,. wi u 
ſeduced to the commiſſion of thoſe ered: 
_ which he abhorred : but ſurely that is no 
plea for my overlooking! the han an- 
dther, to whom I am under no ſuch tie- 
Fam n. 2 PR and. mee 


with" children; Indelicate man!” does: he 


think that an argument im favour of his 
propoſal? It is a ſtrong one againſt It. 
Shall I, who, when: II was in the virgin- 
bloom of youth, flattered with ſome ad- 


vantages of perſon, which time and grief. 


have ſince impai red, and not deſtitute of 


fortune; . who then rejected Mr. Faulks.. 


land from motives which ſtill ſubſiſt; ſhall; 
I, now that I have loſt thoſe. adynatfiges,.. 
d condeſcend to accept of this re- 


man? This: would, indeed: be ac 
nee that the humiliating change 


had levelled me to thoſe principles which I. 


formerly contemned ; would lay me under 
mortifying obligations to Mr, F aulkland, , 
and deſtroy the merit of that refuſal whicks. 
proceeded from ſuch juſtifiable motives... 
No, my ſordid brother! if I could: re. 


compence Mr. Faulkland as he deſerves at: : 


my hands, I wonld do it; but, with ſuch 
a mind as I bear, it cannot be done your: 
way. L. ſay nothing of the promiſe] made 
Miſs Burchell ; if I had never made hep- 


ſuch, my ſentiments would be the ſame wi 
* other ener but ſuck: 


e ie, 
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a. KORG binding as it is, 1 ELLE 
my conduct beyond the Foix of a: 
doubt. 58 ; - mp 
How unreaſonable are Sir George, 5 pre- 
judices with regard 19 this unhappy; young, 
creature! He is for ever throwing , out 
ſome invective againſt her. It is cruel ;, 
but I am. tempted. to forgive. him, as I. 
know it. proceeds from his attachment to 
his friend. He need not put me in mind 
of the gratitude. Lowe Mr. Faulkland; I. 
am thoroughly ſenſible of it 3. but "Tir 
George and I differ widely in our ideas of 
expreſſing this gratitude. My condud3 in. 
this affair is to determine bim as to the light. 
in which be is hereafter to confi der me. 
Why, be it, ſo. He has long loſt the 
tenderneſs of a brother for me; 1 will not 
regain it at the expence of my hanour. I 
know the worſt that can befall me is po- 
verty. I have already experienced almoſt. 
every poſſible ill in life but that, and for. 
that I am prepared. But 1 will not call. 
- myſelf, poor while I have an upright 
heart to ſupport me; and the means, poor 
ang PI. as. they, are, of ſuſtaining 
ah | 


Miſe Sidney Bidulph. 


pounds a year, that I can call my o] 
This much was reſerved to me out of my 
jointure when the reſt was ſold; and on 
this, whenever it pleaſes heaven to take” 
my mother away, will I retire to ſome. 
cottage in à cheap country, where my 
two children and 1 will live, and . at 
the rich and the great. 


My brother” 8 Eöter has vexed and dic 


guſted me excccdingly. Lach Sarab bre. 
ſents ber ſervice. Vain woman! is that a 


becoming phraſe to the mother of her huſ- 
band? I am fo provoked, I think I ſhall 
not anfwer him : he has no reliſh for ſuch 
arguments as I could produce in ſupport. 


of my own opinions, and my writing to 
him would only bring on diſagreeable al- 
tercations. My mother is in a downright. 


paſſion with him: Selfiſh wretch ! ſhe called 


him; and faid, he would facrifice both ho- 
nour and | juſtice to his own pride. e 


740 19 5 — Miſs Burchelt; poor at 
how 1 Fey Hetil; ; Her anxiety increaſes 
; every 


- 3s 29 
life, But what do I call deſpicable? ? Have 
I not an eſtate, my dear, a Whole fifty 
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every For She, you may be 1 {Pre 
a look-out on all Mr. Faulkland's mo- 
tions; for, ſhe tells me, the hears he is 
arrived in town. F ſuppoſe 1 ſhall receive 
a notice of ſome kind or other from him. 
L. unhappy girl; the grieves me to ſee 
There never was ſo extravagant A | 
1 as her's: *the has nouriſhed it in ſoli- 
tude, and 1 believe has a heart paturally, 
tender to an uncommon degree; otherwiſe | 
| ſhe could not, for N g a, time, and 
with ſo little hopes, have preſerved ſo un- 
* diminiſhed a fondneſs; but ſome acci- 
dents have, I know not how, combined 
to feed this flame. She acknowleges that 


++ Mr. Faulkland's being diſappointed in e- 


pouſing me, gave the firſt encouragement. 
to her hopes; for, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had rea- 
ſon to believe that I was the only woman 
in the world that ſtood between her and. 
her happioeſs and Mr. Faulkland's re-- 
maining ſingle ever ſince, confirmed her 
in that opinion. Then the generous at- 
tention that he paid to hor welfare, in re · 
commending her to my mother's notice,, 


when. he "Erft left aa: the noble 
ſupplies 


% 


a» 


in his letter to my brother; my mother's 


rhat forſaken women are always the moſt: 


4 


- Faulkland in fo rapturous a ſtrain as has 
amazed me; and ſhe once owned to me, 
that ſhe is fure ſhe muſt have died, if he 
had not returned her. love. Return it! 


5 Hom, ort is her ſituation! to be 


I ſay, joined together, haye kept alive. 


chell is all made up of languiſhments and 
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ſupplies that he conftantly furniſhed her 
with ever ſince for the child's uſe, his 
behavi our to Mrs. Gerrarde, Who, ſhe 
ſays, is the moſt enſnaring of creatures; 
the tender manner that he mentioned her 


conſtantly indulging her in "the belief that. 
ſhe would, one day recover Mr. Faulk- 
land's affections: all theſe circumſtances, 


the warmeſt and moſt romantic love I ever 
ſaw or heard of. Well may the men „ 


paſſionate lovers: it may be ſo, and Mid 
Burchell is one inſtance of the truth of 
this obſervation; but I think 7 ſhould ne- „ 

ver make another. There is ſomething ta A 
me unaccountable in this; but Miſs Bur- 


foftneſs. I have heard her ſpeak of Mr. 


Ah! my Cecilia, how did he return it d 


com 99 
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| and to make Miſe ne Þ a 1 3 
too! but let me forget that name; I am 
no tonger ſo to her, and ſhall do my beſt 
to prove it. She Wearied me with impor- 
tunities to write to Mr. Faulkland, now he 
is come to town; but I beſeeched her to 
haye a little patience, till. ſome: overture 
was firſt made by him toward a renewal 
of our acquaintance, which, 1 told her, 
it was very probable I ſhould ſaon receive. 
' You. may: be ſure I took care not to let 
her know of the intimation I had from 
Sir George. She ſeems fearful of my ſee· 
ing Mr. Faulkland. Oh!] madam, ſaid 
ſhe, if he beholds your face again, I am 
undone, unleſs you can firſt prevail with 
Rim She ſtopped. I underſtand you, 
dear Miſs Burchell; I give you my word 
I will not ſee Mr. Faulkland, unleſs 1 
am firſt, convinced I can reſtore. him to 

* you.” How good you are, madam ! | 

* your influence, all potent as it is, can 
© work miracles. If Mr. Faulkland is 
fare you neyer will be his, perhaps he 
<may return to his ft love. "Pp dear, 
EE ED LE: *- 
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: ought he to have ſaid ſo? But i it is no 


matter; it is nothing to me now, who 
wan his frft. a ſecond love. 81 N aſk | 

Jul nia I hs an to n ds 
aulbilier from Mr. Faulkland, ſent with 
compliments and how-do-ye's, to my mo- 
ther and me. Miſs Burchell, who almoſt 
lives with us, was preſent when I received 
it: her colour came and went ſeveral 
times while our ſevant delivered his -meſ. 
ſage. | I gave the letter into her! hand as 
ſoon as I had read it. There is nothing 
alarming in it, madam, ſaid I; fee yolr- 
ſelf; only a few friendly lines, ſuch as 1 
might expect. Her hands ſhook while 
ſhe held the paper. Now, madam, ſaid 
ſhe, returning it; now you have arebarm- 
ing opportunity of writing to him. I ſhall 
not fail, faid I, to make uſe e and 
vill let you ſee what I write. 

- Theſe are the contents bark Mr Faulk” ; 
* land's letter: f. |; try 


. 


Will you, BR permit a e f 
1 not the leaſt zealous of your 
, to * after your welfare? 

F orgive 
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| Forgleb m me, if 1 renew your grief, whe I 
tell you, that, as 1 muſt participate in 
every thing that relates to you, 1 have 


deeply mourned with you on the late ca- 
lamity that has befallen you, When Lady 


Bidulph opens her doors to her general 


acquaintance, if I may preſume to mingle 


in the crowd, and kils her hands, E ſhall 


eſteem it as a particular honour; but will | 


not, without her permiſſion, attempt it. 
She is too good to refuſe me this indul- 


gence: you, AY e will not for- 


8 


bid it co we” : 
The humbleſt, and 


"moſt devoted. of your mn Na 


Of FATLEh AYP, 


. 


Z Ye, 8 1 2 korbid vol ; - - de 
tte conſequences. of thy inſidious viſits. 
Tl try you to the quick. Vou have given 
me an opportunity of writing to you (I 


think) without any impropriety. Miſs 


Burchell's intereſt is uppermoſt in my 
wiſhes, n 9 what my in- 
. - - flvence 


Miß Sidney Bidulph. 

fluence on this FOMmange: way ward heat 
can effect. e e 
How happ 7 mould 1 think; myſt, — 
e 98 5 as ſhe c 1 woul by 

have the e defir ſucceſs)... N +; i 692 3 3 pf 
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Jen. wrote 60 Nr, a laſt i 
ght: my mother approved of the letter, | 
Alien 1 ſhewed ner before 1 fentit. Mr, 
Faulkland was abroad When it was left at 
his houſe; 3 k but as I received an anſwer to 
it etrly this morning, I will give you co- 
pies of the two letters together and firſt 4 
that of mine to Mr. Faulkland. 


nit 


I thank you, 1 v thank yOu. from my | 
heart, for your friendſhip,, and beg you 
will not think me ungtateful for having 
thus long deferred to pay you my acknow- 
legements for the ſignal favours I have 6 
ceived at your hands. I am ſenſible, Sir, 
chat it was owing to your compaſſion, your 
generoſity, and diſintereſted, nobleneſs i 
mind, that I was once indebted for the 
greateſt bleſſing of my life, To you; 1 
owe the 1 of my fulpeRted faith, | 
e wlan to che ene 
my 
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my dear huſband. For this goodneſs. I 
have never ceaſed to bleſs and pray for 
you, and ſhall continue to do ſo while I 
live. But oh! Sir, while you have given 
m ſo much cauſe for gratitude and efteem, 


4 why will you leave one heart to ſigh for 

pour unkindneſs? a heart that admires, 

= that loves, that adores you! a heart wor- 
dmpy of your acceptance, and which has a 

4 right to demand all your tenderneſs. Need 

| I name the amiable poſſeſſor of this heart ? 
1 I need not ; ; there is but one woman in the. 

Wl — world who owns this deſcription: for her 

A let me become an advocate; ſhe has won 

. me to her party: indeed, Sir, ſhe, and 

IF ſhe only, deſerves your love. Her's, I am 
4 ſure, you have ever poſſeſſed unrivalled, 
9 chough her youth, her beauty, and charm- 
1 ing accompliſhments, - muſt have made 
WE her the object of every one's wiſhes who 

uf {aw her. *Tis above four years fince you 

W = firſt won her virgin affections. What has 

= - been her portion ſince that fatal time? 
; j ; Tears, ſolitude, and unremitting anguiſh. 5 80 
4 How can a mind like yours, ſuſceptible F 


as it is Foe pity for ae: woes of others, 5 
3 condemn - 


"wg 5 i ö 


—— 


_—— 


* "ww 
K F e bats 
— —— — 7 — 
44 „„ 
— * a , 


5 Miſe Saney Bidulph. 337 
condemn ſuch a woman to perpetual ſor- 
row? How can that generoſity, which 

has been ſo active on other occaſions, 
droop and languiſh where there is een a 
| vale to call forth all its exertions ? 

Do, Mr. Faulkland, permit pity to 
plead in your boſom for the dear Miſs 
Burchelk I ſhould urge paternal affection 

too; but to the voice of nature you can- 
not be deaf. Your ſweet little ſon calls 
upon you to do him and his mother juſ- 
tice; the injured lady herſelf implorc? 
your compaſſion; my mother, who equally 
admires and loves her, intreats you; I. 
whom you once eſteemed, conjure you; 
the ſecret monitor in your own ſoul muſt 
join in our ſollicitations. Why then, why 
will you ſhut your ears againſt the united 

| voice of reaſon, of conſcience, and of gra- 


. titude ? You cannot, you will not do it. 

| Miſs Burchell's merit and-ſufferings muſt 

. | be rewarded; and I ſhall bleſs Mr. Faulk- 

* land as the guardian of the injured, the 
. patron of the affficted, the aſſertor of his 

e own, as well as of my honour. This is 
„ *& light, and this only, in hit I ſhall 


n 165 40 to ſee him. EY 1 11 
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4 200 58 well, Madam, you do. ae * 


anticipate my ſuit ; and, with ſo; much 


cruel eloquence, to bid me deſpair, Yes, 
I ſee Miſs Burchell has won you to her 


party. 3 but what have 1 done to merit 
ſuch, a malevolent. fate, that 30, you of 
all created beings, ſhould become ber ad- 


vocate? I little thought Mrs. Arnold 


would make ſuch a barbatous uſe of her 


power. Fell me, thou dear tyrant, how 


have I deſerved this? Would it not have 


been kinder to have ſaid at once, Faulk- 


land, do not hope; I never will be yours; 
I hate, I deſpiſe you, and leave you to your 
fate? Oh! no; you are artful in your 


cruelty ; you would prevent even my 


wiſhes, and cut off my. hopes in their 


bloſſom, before they dare to vafold;them- 
ſelves to you. 


But you have barnihed me pic wea- 


= pons againſt yourſelt,. and-I will-uſe them 
with as. little mercy as you have ſhewn to 
me! If four years are paſt ſince I won Miſs 


hel's affections, is it not alſo as long 
Ihe loved 70 with an ardor—Oh 
E don 


F Q2 
1 . ; 
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| thou inſenſible! Were you not mine by 
your own conſent, with your mother's a 


probation'? Was not the day, the hour 
fixed; that I was to have led you to the 
altar? Miſs BurchelPs hopes were never. 
raiſed to ſuch à pitch as mine, when an 


avenging fiend ſnatched the promiſed ble 


ing from my graſp. Think what were 
then my ſufferings. I ſaw you afterwards 


in the arms of another. Miſs Burchell 


never ſuffered ſuch torture. Had I ſeen 


you happy, I might have been conſoled. 
If Miſs Burchell loved me as I have loved 


you, ſhe would rejoice in the proſpect of 
my felicity, I ſhould haye done fo in 
your's, Heaven is my. witneſs! Had you 


been happy, I ſhould not have thought 


myſelf miſerable, a you, were hy + to 
AA hopes. 

Why da you compel. me to Darn ns ug 
grateful truth in regard to Miſs Burchell 
Madam, ſhe has no claim to my vows;: 


* 


my gratitude, my compaſſion, ſhe has an 


ample right to, and ſne has them. More 
might by this time have been * if E 
bad never ſeen Mrs. Arnold. 


"9 M A my 
Remember, Ido. not yet « AY permil. 
gon to throw myſelf at your feet; I re- 
vere you too much to make ſuch a requeſt; 
but do not baniſh me your preſence, I 
cannot always be proof againſt ſuch ri- 
Sours. Indulge me at leaſt in the hope 
that time may do ſomething in my favour. 
I will not deſire you to tell me ſo; but do 
mot forbid it. Lady Bidulph knows I re- 
ſpect her; but ſhe is ſtill obdurate. If 


He relented, Vould n not peu, madam, do 
Y too E: 


44 RHP i em, Ke. 
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4 Bow his man diktrelles me, my dear ! 
Whit a difficult taſk have I undertaken ! 
FetT will go through with it. I am fear- 
ful of letting Mifs Bitrchell ſee his anſwer, 
ſo diſcouraging as it is for her; yet how 
an T-withold it from her fight? Tis ne- 
ceffary T ſhould conceal nothing from her 

- on this occafion; ſhe'confides in me, and 
* muſt” not give her cauſe for ſuſpicion, 
Sbe bar no bt 10 bis vous. This he al- 
$ Kidd. It is neceſſary che lady ſhould 
e explicit with me. 1 doubt ſhe 
%% ii 


Ds „ 


has not been altogether ſincere in what ſhe. - 


has ſaid to my mother on this ſubject. 1 


' ſhall ſee her preſently, and diſcourſe with 


her more particularly o on this Tas tans 


I have ever yet done. 


I have had a conference witk Miſs. 
Burchell, a long one, and in private; for 


told my mother 1 Ae to talk ith 
alone. 8 


1 began wich 1 1 Mr a * 1 0 
land's laſt letter. It had the effect Lex- 


pected. She was exceedingly ſhocked... 1 
laid my finger on that paragraph, She bas 


no right to my votes, It is neceſſary, my 
dear madam, ſaid I, that you ſhould be 


perfect open and candid with me on this 
head. I have entered the liſts for you, 


and will not give up your eauſe; but it 


depends on you to furniſ me with every 
poſſible argument in your. favour... If you 


miſlead me by wrong inſinuations, inſtead 


of putting it in my power to ſerve you, 


you will only, create to yourlelf, freſh ob- 
ſtacles. IF > 

It is 4 nice. ſubject, madam, 8 * 
1 haue ever been cautious of Fe 


5 33 1 . | 
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upon to you; but in the preſent ſituation 
of your affairs, it is of the utmoſt import- 
"ance to you, that you ſhould have no re- 
erves to me. When Mr. Faulkland firſt 
recommended you to my mother's ac- 
quaintance, he referred her to your ho- 
nout, for an explanation of certain points, 
vf ſo delicate a nature, that I am loath to 
touch upon them. But pardon me, 
dear Miſs Burchell, you muſt be open 
With me. Mr. Faulkland was obliged to 
declare, in his own juſtification, that he 
never fought to gain your affections; and 
vA. ſo far from endeavouring to take ad- 
vantage of the kind ſentiments you had 
for him, that he avoided all opportunities 
of improving them; that he was even 
ſurprized into the fiel ſtep, which has 
ſince made you ſo unhappy, by the arti- 
fices of that vile 1 1 "who, had the 
care of you. Boy K. 5 
Mr. Faulkland relied fo intirely on 
your candour, that, as I told you before, 
he referred my mother to you, for a con- 
firmation of the truth of what he ad- 
vanced; imagining, that your teſtimony 
65:4 - 4 would 
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would in ſome meaſure extenuate his 
fault. My mother, I have reaſon to be- 
lieve, has heard the ſtory from you in a 


light leſs favourable to Mr. Faulklang, 


I. was married before ſhe received any in⸗ 
formation on this ſubject from you; and 
as any extenuation on Mr. Faulklang"s 
ſide was then become a matter of indif- 
ference to me, I enquired not into par- 
ticulars; but by what I could judge from 
my mother's diſcourſe then, and from 
hints which ſhe has many times dropped 
ſince, Tam 1nclired to believe, that either 
Mr. Faulkland concealed, ſome particu-. - 
lars, or that you, from a delicacy very 
natural to a young lady in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, choſe to draw a veil over ſome 
parts of your ſtory. But, dear madam, 
all diſguiſes muſt now be thrown alide; 
depend upon it, your candour will more 
effectually recommend you to Mr. Faulk- 
land's eſteem, than any thing elſe; and, 
perhaps, your juſtifying him to me, may 
be no An circumſtance, in Jour 
. 0 
FA ORE of paſſions diorered them-! 


4. _ frlves 


344 Meas: of | 
ſelyes. ee, face while, I ſpoke;;, but 
ſhame was predominant. ,. She was mute, 

and hung down her head. I took her by 


zthe hand, Do not think, my dear, I 
Man to enſnare you; far be ſuch perfidy 
from my heart! Have I not promiſed you 
my aſſiſtance? L:declare,: by every thing 
that is ſacred, you ſhall have it to the ut- 
moſt ſtretch of my power; but do not let 
a falſe baſhfulneſs ſtand between you and 
ſincerity; you will ſtoꝑ up the way to 
your own happineſs if you dg. Speak, 
dear madam, has dur Falke and Fun 

juſt in his repreſentations? = 
She burſt into a flood 1 tears: $i Oh! 
madam, you: read my very foul; what 
diſguiſe can I make uſe. of, before ſuch 
penetrating eyes as yours? Yes, Mr. 
Faulkland . has ſpoke the truth, ſhameful 
as the confeſſion is for me, I own it. 
Mes. Gerrarde, baſe woman] betrayed 
me; my on mad paſſion did the reſt. 
Mr. Faulkland told me, a few. days after 
the fatal evening, that he was the moſt 
miſerable man on earth ſor what . 
i een; be . there was a lady; in 
ag] | the 


— 


NM Sidney Bidulph. 345 
tte world to whom he was bound to of- 
fer his hand; that her brother was his- 
particular friend : that his marriage was 
then actually negotiating; and he s 
preſſed on that occaſion to return to 1 
don. He owned he had never ſeen» the 
lady, but as his honour was engaged to 
her brother, he could not look upon him- 
{elf as a free man. He curſed his ill fate, 
that he had not had an opportunity of in- 
informing me of this ſooner; which, he 
ſaid, might have prevented me from eaſt- 
ing away my affertion on a man, WMW 
could not deſerve it What could I fay, 
madam? There was no room for re- 
proaches: or complaints. I made none; I 
had nobody to accuſe but myſelf. I had 
declared my frantic love to Mr. -Faulk-- 
land unaſked:;; 1 had implored his in re- 
turn: in one dreadful moment ILfell RY 
fice ro my own weaknefs...'T he only hope 
that now remained for me, was built on: 
that circumſtance. of Mr. Faulkland's 
having never ſeen his deſtined bride. * Had: _ 
Shown: you, madam, to have been the'* BW 
perſon, there could have fprung/butſmall: * WF 
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6 | M Excorn's d 
comfort eme but ig- | 
norant as I was of the lady's merit, 1 
thought it not impoſſible but that ſome 
Section might have ariſen either to her 
Perſon or temper 3 or the lady, perhaps 
{hough- that I thought almoſt incredible) 
might not approve of Mr. Faulkland: 
generous compaſſion for me, gave me 
room to think he did not hate me, and I 
was unwilling to loſe the little intereſt I 
thought I had gained in his heart, by 
Fond complainings, much leſs upbraidings, 
for which he had given me no cauſe. . I 
therefore acquieſced, determined to wait 
for what my fate was to do with me; re- 
ſolving privately in my own mind, that 
in caſe Mr. Faulkland's intended nuptials 
ſhould not take place, to remind him of 
my love. I did net confeſs to my aunt 
what had been the reſult of that interview, 
which ſhe had contrived between Mr. 
Faulkland and me: ſhame would not ſuf- 
fer me to divulge it. But it was not long 
in ey * conceal it: I believe in- 


- deed, | 


7 
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deed, ſhe ſuſpected it before She re- 
proached-me for the error which ſhe her- 
felf had cauſed; but I believe, what moſt 


nettled her was Mr. Faulkland's having 
eſcaped the ſnare; for I am ſure the would: 
td been babe enough to __ _ me 


| Soma him rd huſband; br W was not 


the firſt; that this bad woman would have 

ſeduced me to 5 her own 75875 

b intereſt. + Pe #3 e 

In the midſt of the horas? into which 
the condition 1 found myſelf in threw 
me, 1 heard that Mr. Faulkland was on- 

| the point of being married. 

The proſpect 1 had before me drove 


me to deſpair. I knew I could not re- 


main long in my. uncle's houſe... Tknew 


i 3 © 7 Se 


not whither to fly. In my diſtrattion 1 
wrote to. Mr. Faulkland: You, madam, 
ſaw the letter, that ill-fated letter, which 
deprived Mr. Faulkland of his happineſs. 


I ſoon, received an anſwer, wherein. Mr, 


Faulkland related to me at large the un- 
fortunate conſequences, that letter had p pro- 5 


duced, He lamented, in the tendereſt 
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he would provide me à prof 


* nde ois of - + "ns 
manner, my unhappy ſituation; told eme, 


TI place. for 


my retreat; and, as 1 Was an entire ſtran- 


. 
„ 


er in London, having never been there, 
Id recommend me to the notice of one 
of the beſt of women, lady Bidulph, 


from whom, as my unhappy ſtory was 
known to her, I might expect the utmoſt 


humanity. And here, madam, wi 


bluſhes let me own it, he urged me not 
to conceal a ſingle circumſtance of the 


WA from that lady. 77 


Fou know, ſaid he, my Fe 6 mie 

c Burchell, Lam not a ſeducer ; reſcue'me 
from that black ſuſpicion ; and, as far 
as the unhappy caſe will admit, clear 
i my honour to lady Bidulph. See what 
6 a reliance I have on your honour, when. 
truſt the vindicating of my own to 

: you, in ſuch delicate circumſtances. He 
concluded his letter with telling me 
© frankly, that though he had been re- 
« jected by Miſs Bidulph, he loved her 


© with Tuch an ardent paſſion, that it was 


. for him ever to think of any 


W "0 


7 7 owher woman: ? and till be had a heart 
1 to 
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thought of marriage. Ne ene nne 
Tou know: Mr. Faulkla t. this... 
jung dure went abroad, and chus Was . os 
cireumſtanced when I came to that houſe... 
which he bad provided for . 4-4 | 
frank, and; noble were his. Proceed 
that-L-ſolemply, declare, I was determined. 
though at the hazard of divulging mx 
own ſhame, to have acquitted, him to the- 
utmoſt; of my power to lady Bidulph ;.. 
and. ſhould have rejoiced, - could L. = 
been the means. of; procuring. him t the 
happineſs. he deſerved, in regaining. your 
favour ; as I had been, thqugh unknows-. 
ingly, the unlucky cauſe of his loſing, i it, 45 
But fortune had diſpoſed. of vou other- 
wiſe, before I. law lady Bidulph,,.. This 
the quickly. informed me. of, and I will 
own to- you, madam, that as I found there 
was now an inſuperable bar to Mr. Faulk- 
land's hopes, I was mean enough not to 
have the courage to ſpeak truth. I-ſaw: 
it could not. avail him, i in regard | to his + 
proſpects with you. Lady Biqulph's eye © © Þþ 
bad me; yet I think ſhe led me into a + 
; jutti- 


me Mors "Y 


Juſtification of myſelf, ſo great were her 
prejudices" againſt Mr. Faulkland. Or, 


perhaps,” having already diſpoſed of you 
in marriage, in vindication of this ſtep, 
ſne did not wiſh to be undeceived. Yes, 
again, in ſpite of my confuſion, I muſt 
repeat it, I was not ſincere; I threw out 
ſuch hints to lady Bidulph, as muſt have 
made her think Mr. Faulkland' had taken 
pains to undo me: to this act of diſinge- 
nuouſneſs, my ſole motive was, that l might 
appear in a leſs culpable light in the eyes of 
a lady of ſuch ſtriet vittue as your mother. 
By 2 her my friend, J was in hopes 
one day of making you ſo too. De- 
voted, "as Mr. F aulkland was, to the 
| moſt charming woman in the world, 1 
was not afraid of his making a ſecond 
choice. I thought, if he were to be in- 
duced to marry, he might, in time, be 
prevailed upon to turn his thoughts to- 
wards me. In this hope L have dragged: 
on ſo many tedious years. I was not miſ- 
taken in my opinion, that he could find: 
none worthy to ſucceed Mrs. Arnold in 
Ty * He loves TY: ſtill, madam; 

| 2 : 
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but you have declared you never * 2 
his ; he is ſtill free ; theſe are the circum· 
ſtances that nouriſ my hope. My heart 

is in your hand; I have made you miſ- 

treſs of my deareſt ſecret, Can you for- 
give me, madam? But you have an he- 
roic ſoul Remember, Mrs, Arnold, to 
your generoſity I now truſt what is dearer 
to me than life. Should Mr. Faulkland 

| know, ſhould lady Bidulph know, how L 

have abuſed their confidence, 1 1 1 

could not out- live it. 

They never ſhall, madam; fad” 1 1 
thank you for this frank acknb w legement , 
of your heart; ſuch a proof of your con- 

fidence in me, I ſhould be a wretch to 

abuſe; and1 hope to make fuch a uſe of 

the candid confeſſion you have now made 
me, as will. greatly Bree your: in- 
tereſt. - 

And is it poſſible, "madam; ſaid the, 1 

you can yield up the intereſt you have in | 

Mr. Faulkland without a pang ? Oh! 

the exquiſite charmer! and ſhe faid it with 

ſuch an emphaſis, drawing out her 1 

in long ſighs. But you are beroic, as I 

5 ſaid 


1 Mr 1s af... 
aid before; Nature did not mold your 
heart, as ſhe has done thoſe of the reſt of 
your ſex; Who that was beloved, by Mr. 
Faulkland, would. yield him to another? 
Worlds! ten thouſand worlds, would I 
give. to be beloved by him as you are! 
but you are a Prodigy of a woman! J 
| ſtopped Miſs: Burchell in her. tranſports. 
There is leſs. merit, madam, than you 
0 aſcribe to me in my conduct: I readily 
acquieſced under my mother's rejection of 
Mr. Faulkland, when he had ſome intereſt 
in my heart; but there is no ſelf-denial 
in what-I am now about. to-do for you. 
My affections have long ſince changed 
their object, and now the buried with him 
in his grave. | 
_ My tears here bore witneſs to the truth 
of what I ſaid: Miſs. Burchell wept too. 
Her mind was agitated; the confeſſion 
| ſhe had made to me had humbled her; 
her heart overflowed with | fondneſs, I 
had filled her with pleaſing hopes: all 
theſe ſenſations combined together, melt. 
ed. her into tenderneſs: ſhe is made up of 
bears, and ſighs, and romantic viſhes. } 


bet "Tcan- 
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1 can now, ſaid I, aſſure Mr. Faulk- 
land, that you have done him. juſtice, and 
that he is highly obliged to your candour. 
She interrupted me; But, madam, if 
he ſhould know, how late my acknowlege- 
ments came He need not know. it, 
ſaid I; my chother ſhall not know it nei- 
ther; leave every thing to my manage- 
ment, and depend upon. my word. She 
ſnatched my hand eagerly, and kiſſed it. 
But oh! madam, above all things, ſaid 
ſhe, let not Sir George Bidulph know 
any thing of your intended goodneſs, in 
mediating for me. He hates me, impla- 
cably he hates me. I upbraid him not 
for it: | his ſtrong attachment to Mr. 
Faulkland is the cauſe of it: he accuſes 
me in his heart of being the occaſion, 
(which. I own l was, though ignorantly) 
of Mr. Faulkland's diſappointment. 1 
am ſure, were he to know what you de- 
ſign in my favour, he would counter wor 
you, and uſe all his eee over bow 
friend to ruin me. utter 


J made her eaſy on this bad, hy af — 
ing ber Sir George ſhould know norhing 


+0 


of the matter; and ou wh in ning how 
lucky it was for her that he was abſent. 
I cannot help thinking; my Cecilia, 
char there's a ſort of a fatality has attend- 
ed Mr. Faulkland's attachment to me. By 
what a ſtrange accident did we come to 
the knowlege of miſs Burchell's affair 
Ho ſtrong were my mother's prepofleſ- 
fions againſt Mr. Faulkland ; and how 
many little circumſtances concurred: to 
encourage her in this diſpoſition ! His 
letter from Bath to my brother helped to 
 Miſs:Burchell's letter to Mr. Faulkland, 
though meant very differently, was a 
ſtrong motive of condemnation. The 
only means of juſtification left for him, 
my mother did not apply to, till it was 
too late; and then that very oircùmſtance 
of it's being too late to ſerve him, Miſs 
Burchell acknowleges, was the reafon that 
the very method which he had propaſec 
for his defence, ee to his con- 
CC 
+ Roored, as my eee | pixjoics 
were, the engages herſelf, ſhe engages me, 


in 
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in à promiſe, to uſe my endeavours to 
promote Miſs Burchell's marriage with 

Mr. Faulkland. Does not all: this look 
as if ſome unſeen power, who guides 


dur actions, had ſet a ftamp of diſappro- 
bation on 1 —_ — this man 5 | 
ow * g 1 T 
l wiſh I had fac has 85850 which Mr. 
Bavlkland wrote to my brother from 
Bath: my mother ſaid, ſhe did not read it 
through. He treated the ſubject lightly, 
and there was one circumſtance in patticu- 
lar in it that ſhocked ber; and yet ſurely, 
if the whole! might not have borne a fa- 
vourable conſtruction, Sir George would 
not have ſhewn her that account, by way 
of juſtifying his friend. This reflection 
comes too late! Why did it not occur 
ſooner to my mother or to me We drew 


no other inference from Sir George's diſs 


cloſing this letter, than that as Mr. Faulk- 
land treated the affair ludicrouſly, it was 
therefore expected, both by him and my 
brother, that we ſhould conſider it ſo too. 
That could not have been the caſe. Miſs 
Burchell's confeſſion has opened my eyes. 
„ —— Poor 
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8 tr. Faulkland! What a way- 
ward fate is thine ! But let me beware of 
relenting ; ; that might be fatal, There is 


ſtill one indelible . blot remains upon his 


conduct. Miſs Burchell, blameable as ſhe 
acknowleges herſelf, was ſtill betrayed ; 

and though not by Mr. Faulkland, yet 
ſure his having paid the price of her 
innocence to the wicked aunt, rendets 


him ſo far guilty, as that he owes her a 
great reparation. This was a particular 1 


durſt not touch upon; the unhappy girl 
herſelf being ignorant of it. There is a 


wide gulph fixed between Mr. Faulkland 


and me. How many things are leagued 
againſt him? Alas! he thinks the prin- 
cipal bar to his hopes is removed, and 


that if Miſs Burchell has been juſt, he 
ought to be forgiven. But he little knows 


thy Sidney's heart ; critically delicate as 


8 my ſituation is, i in regard him, Jam re- 
moved a thouſand times farther than ever 


from his wiſhes. Neither knows he the 
engagements I am under to Miſs Bur- 
chell; which alone would put an ever 


Alling bar between us. Unhappy Mil 
2 1 —— N : Bur- 


. 5 Sidney Bidulph. | 357 | 


Burchell ! She has bound me to her by 

ſtronger ties than ever. She has been 1 in- 
genuous z ſhe has owned. her weakneſs to * 
me; ſhe declares ſhe would have done 
this ſooner, if it could have promoted my 
happineſs : perhaps ſhe would ; ſhall I 
not then endeavour to promote her* „ 


will, I muſt; my word is given. Yet 


F aulkland deſerves— 
a | worthier lot. | 


-oh he deſerves a 
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